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SECOND ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5742

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Hargrove, MCaslin, Hobbs, Schoesler, and Hatfiel d)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to crinme-free rental housing; and adding a new
chapter to Title 35 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW__ SECTI ON.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds t hat | ocal
governnents, |andlords, and tenants working together to provide crine-
free rental housing is beneficial to the public health, safety, and
wel f are. The legislature is also concerned about activities and
provisions that serve to bar a person wth a crimnal history from
obt ai ni ng vi abl e housi ng regardl ess of other factors that may indicate
rental stability, such as enploynent, rental references, or tine in the
community with no further crimnal activity. It is therefore the
intent of this act to provide certain requirenents that a |ocal
government must followin adopting a crine-free rental housing program

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Crine-free rental housing progranf means a crime prevention
program desi gned to reduce crinme, drugs, and gangs on rental housing
prem ses under the supervision of the local police departnent or a

p. 1 2ESSB 5742. SL
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crime prevention officer. The programmay include, but is not limted
to: Property managenent and crinme prevention training classes; crine
prevention through environnental design surveys; and comunity
awar eness training.

(2) "Crimnal activity" neans a crimnal act defined by statute or
ordi nance that threatens the health, safety, or welfare of the tenants,
owner, guests, occupants, or property manager.

(3) "Local governnment" nmeans any city, code city, town, or county.

(4) "Prem ses" has the sane neaning as in RCW59. 18. 030.

(5) "Rental housing"” nmeans any tenancy subject to chapter 59.12,
59. 18, or 59.20 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this
subsection, a local governnment nmay adopt and inplenent a crine-free
rental housing programwithin its jurisdiction in accordance with this
chapter.

(b) Acrinme-free rental housing program adopted and i npl enent ed by
a county is applicable only to unincorporated areas of the county.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a crinme-
free rental housing program nust be voluntary.

(3)(a) A local governnent may require a landlord to participate in
a crinme-free rental housing program upon exceeding a reasonable
threshold of instances of crimnal activity on the premses if the
| andlord has not nmade a good faith effort to deter the crimnal
activity.

(b) A good faith effort may include, but is not limted to:

(i) Service of notice on the tenant to conply or quit as all owed by
law or the commencenent of an unlawful detainer action against the
tenant; and

(1i) Attendance and conpletion of a landlord training program
approved by the | ocal governnent.

(4)(a) As a prerequisite to subsection (3) of this section, upon
the occurrence of crimnal activity on the prem ses, the local police
departnment nust send a notice to the landlord setting forth the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The date and | ocation of the occurrence;

(1i) The nature of the occurrence; and

(1i1) The nane of the person who engaged in the occurrence.

2ESSB 5742. SL p. 2
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(b) Notice is deened properly delivered when it is either served
upon the landlord or a property manager of the rental property, or is
delivered by first-class mil to the l|ast known address of the
| andl or d.

(5) This section does not prevent a |ocal governnent from charging
a fee for participation in acrine-free rental housing program

(6) This section does not affect a | ocal governnent's authority to
enforce existing lawin regard to rental housing, except in regard to
a crime-free rental housing program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A crine-free rental housing programmay not
prohibit a landlord fromhiring or renting to a person solely because
of the person's crimnal history.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section, this chapter supersedes and preenpts all rules,
regul ati ons, codes, statutes, or ordinances of all local governnents
regarding the sanme subject matter. The state preenption created in
this section applies to all rules, regulations, codes, statutes, and
ordi nances pertaining to crinme-free rental housing prograns at any
tinme.

(2) Section 3 of this act does not apply to rules, regulations,
codes, statutes, or ordinances adopted by |ocal governnents prior to
July 1, 2010, except as required by an order issued by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction pursuant to litigation regarding the rules,
regul ati ons, codes, statutes, or ordi nances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 35 RCW

Passed by the Senate March 8, 2010.

Passed by the House February 28, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 19, 2010.
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