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SENATE BI LL 6593

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session
By Senators Gordon, Kauffman, Prentice, Cem g, Tom Kline, and Parlette

Read first tinme 01/18/10. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning & K-
12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the transfer of the adm nistration of the infant
and toddler early intervention program from the departnment of socia
and health services to the departnent of early |earning; anending RCW
43. 215.020 and 70.198.020; creating a new section; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.215.020 and 2007 ¢ 394 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department of early learning is created as an executive
branch agency. The departnent is vested with all powers and duties
transferred to it under this chapter and such other powers and duties
as may be authorized by | aw.

(2) The primary duties of the departnment are to inplenment state
early learning policy and to coordinate, consolidate, and integrate
child care and early learning prograns in order to adm nister prograns
and funding as efficiently as possible. The departnent's duties
i nclude, but are not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) To support Dboth public and private sectors toward a
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conprehensi ve and col |l aborative systemof early learning that serves
parents, children, and providers and to encourage best practices in
child care and early | earning prograns;

(b) To make early learning resources available to parents and
caregi vers;

(c) To carry out activities, including providing clear and easily
accessi ble informati on about quality and inproving the quality of early
| earning opportunities for young children, in cooperation with the
nongover nnental private-public partnership;

(d) To admi nister child care and early |earning prograrns;

(e) To serve_as the state lead agency for Part C of the federa
individuals with disabilities education act (IDEA)

(f) To standardize internal financial audits, oversight visits
performance benchmarks, and licensing criteria, so that progranms can
function in an integrated fashion;

((6)) (g) To support the inplenentation of the nongovernnmenta
private-public partnership and cooperate with that partnership in
pursuing its goals including providing data and support necessary for
t he successful work of the partnership;

(((¢)) (h) To work cooperatively and in coordination with the
early | earning council

((h)) () To collaborate with the K-12 school systemat the state
and local levels to ensure appropriate connections and snooth
transitions between early | earning and K-12 prograns; and

((6)) (1) Upon the devel opnent of an early learning informtion
system to make available to parents tinely inspection and |icensing
action information through the internet and ot her neans.

(3) The departnent's prograns shall be designed in a way that
respects and preserves the ability of parents and | egal guardians to
direct the education, devel opnent, and upbringing of their children.
The departnment shall include parents and legal guardians in the
devel opnent of policies and programdecisions affecting their children.

Sec. 2. RCW70.198.020 and 2009 ¢ 381 s 33 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) There is established an advisory council in the departnent of
soci al and health services for the purpose of advanci ng t he devel opnent
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of a conprehensive and effective statew de systemto provi de pronpt and
effective early interventions for children in the state who are deaf or
hard of hearing and their famlies.

(2) Menbers of the advisory council shall have training,
experience, or interest in hearing loss in children. Menbership shal
include, but not be I|imted to, the followng: Pedi atri ci ans;

audi ol ogi sts; teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing; parents of
children who are deaf or hard of hearing; a representative fromthe
Washi ngton state center for chil dhood deafness and hearing |oss; and
representatives of the ((+ntant—toddler—early—intervention)) early
support for infants and toddlers programin the departnment of ((seeral
and—health-serviees)) early learning, the departnent of health, and the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Al powers, duties, and functions of the
departnent of social and health services pertaining to adm nistration
of the infant and toddler early intervention programare transferred to
the departnent of early learning. The program shall be renaned the
early support for infants and toddl ers program

(2)(a) Al reports, docunents, surveys, books, records, files,
papers, or witten material in the possession of the departnent of
social and health services pertaining to the powers, functions, and
duties transferred shall be delivered to the custody of the departnent
of early learning. Al cabinets, furniture, office equipnent, notor
vehicles, and other tangible property enployed by the departnent of
social and health services in carrying out the powers, functions, and
duties transferred shall be nmade available to the departnent of early
learning. All funds, credits, or other assets held in connection with
t he powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be assigned to the
departnment of early | earning.

(b) Any appropriations nmade to the departnent of social and health
services for carrying out the powers, functions, and duties transferred
shall, on the effective date of this section, be transferred and
credited to the departnent of early | earning.

(c) Wienever any question arises as to the transfer of any
personnel, funds, books, docunents, records, papers, files, equipnent,
or other tangible property used or held in the exercise of the powers
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and the performance of the duties and functions transferred, the
director of financial managenent shall make a determ nation as to the
proper allocation and certify the sane to the state agenci es concer ned.

(3) Al enployees of the departnent of social and health services
engaged in perform ng the powers, functions, and duties transferred are
transferred to the jurisdiction of the departnent of early |earning.
All  enpl oyees classified under chapter 41.06 RCW the state civil
service law, are assigned to the departnment of early learning to
performtheir usual duties upon the sanme terns as fornerly, w thout any
loss of rights, subject to any action that my be appropriate
thereafter in accordance with the aws and rul es governing state civi
servi ce.

(4) Al rules and all pending business before the departnent of
social and health services pertaining to the powers, functions, and
duties transferred shall be continued and acted upon by the depart nent
of early learning. Al existing contracts and obligations shall remain
in full force and shall be performed by the departnent of early
| ear ni ng.

(5) The transfer of the powers, duties, functions, and personnel of
the departnment of social and health services shall not affect the
validity of any act performed before the effective date of this
section.

(6) If apportionnents of budgeted funds are required because of the
transfers directed by this section, the director of financia
managenent shall certify the apportionnents to the agencies affected,
the state auditor, and the state treasurer. Each of these shall nake
the appropriate transfer and adjustnents in funds and appropriation
accounts and equi pnment records in accordance with the certification.

(7) Al classified enployees of the departnent of social and health
services assigned to the departnent of early learning under this
section whose positions are wthin an existing bargaining unit
description at the departnent of early |earning shall becone a part of
the existing bargaining unit at the departnent of early |earning and
shall be considered an appropriate inclusion or nodification of the
exi sting bargaining unit under the provisions of chapter 41. 80 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect July 1, 2010.

Passed by the Senate March 9, 2010.

Passed by the House March 2, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 30, 2010.
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