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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6688

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators Fairley and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to filling vacancies in nonpartisan |ocal elective
of fice; amendi ng RCW36. 16. 110; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a nunber of
counties have noved to designate certain countyw de el ective offices as
nonparti san. Because the creation of these nonpartisan offices is a
relatively new occurrence, there is not a nmechanism in the state
Constitution or statutory laws to fill vacancies in these offices. The
| egi slature also finds that many | ocal governnents have not created a
mechani sm for expediently filling the vacancies. The legislature
further finds the followng: Political representation is an inportant
and fundanental aspect of elective governnment; vacancies in elective
office effectively disenfranchise portions of the state's citizenry;

vacancies in elective office can hanper or conpletely stall the
efficient admnistration of all aspects of governance, including the
appoi nt nent of inferior office holders responsible for t he

admnistration of health, public safety, and a nyriad of social
services; and that all of these governing functions represent public
policy considerations of broad concern. Therefore, it 1is the
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responsibility and intent of the |l egislature to provide a nechani smfor
filling vacancies in these offices that is in keeping with the state
Constitution and current statute.

Sec. 2. RCW36.16.110 and 2003 ¢ 238 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county legislative authority in each county shall, at its
next regular or special neeting after bei ng apprai sed of any vacancy in
any county, township, precinct, or road district office of the county,
fill the vacancy by the appointnent of sone person qualified to hold
such office, and the officers thus appointed shall hold office unti
t he next general election, and until their successors are elected and
qual ifi ed.

(2) If a vacancy occurs in a partisan county office after the
general election in a year that the position appears on the ballot and
before the start of the next term the termof the successor who is of
the sane party as the incunbent nmay commence once he or she has
qualified as defined in RCW((29-64+-335)) 29A.04.133 and shall conti nue
t hrough the termfor which he or she was el ect ed.

(3) If a_vacancy_ occurs_in_a_nonpartisan_county board_ of

comm ssioners elective office or nonpartisan county council elective
office, the person appointed to fill the vacancy nust be fromthe sane
legislative district, county, or county conmm SSioner oOr _counci
district as the county elective officer whose office was vacated, and
nmust be one of three persons who nust be nom nated by the nonpartisan
executive or _nonpartisan chair of the board of conm ssioners for the
county. In case a najority of the nenbers of the county leqgislative
authority do not agree upon the appointnent within sixty days after the
vacancy occurs, the governor _shall within thirty days thereafter, and
fromthe list of nom nees provided for in this section, appoint soneone
to fill the vacancy.

(4) If_ a_vacancy_ occurs_in_a_ nonpartisan_county board_ of

comm ssioners elective office or nonpartisan county council elective
office after the general election in_a year that the position appears
on the ballot and before the start of the next term the term of the
successor may conmence once he or she_has qualified as defined in RCW
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1 29A. 04. 133 and shall continue through the termfor which he or she was

2 el ect ed.

Passed by the Senate March 9, 2010.

Passed by the House February 28, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 25, 2010.
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