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FLOATI NG HOMES
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I, Barbara Baker, Chief derk of
the House of Representatives of
the State of Washi ngton, do hereby
certify that the attached s
SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1783 as
passed by t he House of
Representatives and the Senate on
t he dates hereon set forth.

BARBARA BAKER
Chief derk

FI LED
April 29, 2011
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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1783

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnment (originally sponsored by Representatives
Peder sen, Upt hegr ove, Takko, Bl ake, Rodne, Smt h, Carlyle,
Fi t zgi bbon, Springer, Angel, and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 17/ 11.

AN ACT Rel ating to houseboats and houseboat noorages; anmendi ng RCW
90. 58. 270; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that existing
fl oati ng hones, as part of our state's existing houseboat communities,
are an inportant cultural anmenity and el enent of our maritine history.
These surviving floating home communities are a |linkage to the past,
when our waterways were the focus of commerce, transport, and
devel opment. In order to ensure the vitality and | ong-termsurvival of
these existing floating hone commnities, consistent wth the
| egislature's goal of allowing their continued use, inprovenent, and
repl acenent w thout undue burden, the legislature finds that it is
necessary to clarify their | egal status.

Sec. 2. RCW90.58.270 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 286 s 27 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Nothing in this statute shall <constitute authority for
requiring or ordering the renoval of any structures, inprovenents,
docks, fills, or developnents placed in navigable waters prior to
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Decenber 4, 1969, and the consent and authorization of the state of
Washington to the inpairnment of public rights of navigation, and
corollary rights incidental thereto, caused by the retention and
mai nt enance of said structures, I nprovenents, docks, fills or
devel opnents are hereby granted: PROVI DED, That the consent herein
given shall not relate to any structures, inprovenents, docks, fills,
or devel opnments placed on tidelands, shorelands, or beds underlying
said waters which are in trespass or in violation of state statutes.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as altering or
abridging any private right of action, other than a private right which
is based upon the inpairnent of public rights consented to in
subsection (1) hereof.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as altering or
abridging the authority of the state or |ocal governnents to suppress
or abate nui sances or to abate pollution.

(4) Subsection (1) of this section shall apply to any case pending
in the courts of this state on June 1, 1971 relating to the renoval of
structures, inprovenents, docks, fills, or devel opnents based on the
i npai rment of public navigational rights.

(5)(a) A floating hone permtted or legally established prior to
January 1, 2011, nust be classified as a conform ng preferred use.

(b) For the purposes of this subsection:

(i) "Conformng preferred use" neans that applicable devel opnent
and_shoreline master program regulations_may only inpose_ reasonable
conditions and_ mtigation that wll not effectively preclude
mai nt enance, repair, replacenent, and renodeling of existing floating
honmes and_floating_ hone noorages by rendering_these_ actions
i npracticabl e.

(ii1) "Floating hone" neans a _ single-famly dwelling unit
constructed on a float, that is noored, anchored, or otherw se secured

in waters, and is not a vessel, even though it may be capabl e of being

t owed.

Passed by the House April 14, 2011.

Passed by the Senate April 7, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 29, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 29, 2011.
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