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HOUSE BI LL 2535

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Ladenburg, Johnson, Mscoso, Walsh, Ross,
Kl i ppert, Goodman, Nealey, Fitzgibbon, Appleton, Pollet, Geen,
Billig, Roberts, Kirby, Probst, Jinkins, Kagi, Lytton, D ckerson,
Darneill e, Santos, and Kenney

Read first time 01/17/12. Referred to Comrittee on Early Learning &
Human Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to creating a juvenile gang court; adding new
sections to chapter 13.40 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that juvenile gang
activity in Washington state poses a significant threat to communities
and to the positive developnent of juveniles as they mature into
adul thood. Thus, a strategic and col |l aborative approach is needed to
address the problem of juvenile gangs. Many juveniles who becone
involved in gang activity have been exposed to risk factors such as
anti soci al behavior, alcohol and drug use, nental health probl ens, and
victim zation. Evi dence-based and research-based gang intervention
prograns and strategies can provide services to these youth such as
ment al heal th counsel i ng, education, chem cal dependency treatnent, and
skill bui | di ng. The legislature further finds that a court
specifically developed to facilitate the delivery of these critica
services to gang-invol ved juveniles and that provides a supportive team

will assist juveniles in breaking out of a cycle of gang activity,
reduce crimnal activity, and increase their ability to develop into
successful adults.

p. 1 HB 2535. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Counties nay establish and operate juvenile gang courts.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "juvenile gang court" neans
a court that has special calendars or dockets designed to achieve a
reduction in gang-related offenses anong juvenile offenders by
increasing their |likelihood for successful rehabilitation through
early, conti nuous, and judicially supervised and i ntegrated
evi dence-based services proven to reduce juvenile recidivismand gang
i nvol venent or through the use of research-based or prom sing practices
identified by the Washington state partnership council on juvenile
justice.

(3) Any county that establishes a juvenile gang court pursuant to
this section shall establish mninumrequirenents for the participation
of offenders in the program The juvenile gang court may adopt | ocal
requirenents that are nore stringent than the mninum  The m nimm
requi renents are:

(a) The juvenile offender participates in gang activity, 1is
repeatedly in the conpany of known gang nenbers, or openly admts that
he or she has been admtted to a gang;

(b) The juvenile offender has not previously been convicted of a
serious violent offense or sex offense as defined in RCW 9. 94A. 030; and

(c) The juvenile offender is not currently charged with an offense:

(1) That is a class A felony offense;

(1i) That is a sex offense;

(tii1) During which the juvenile offender intentionally discharged,
threatened to discharge, or attenpted to discharge a firearm in
furtherance of the offense;

(iv) That subjects the juvenile offender to adult court origina
jurisdiction pursuant to RCW 13.04.030(1)(e)(v); or

(v) That constitutes assault of a child in the second degree.

(4) The court, the prosecutor, and the juvenile nust agree to the
juvenile's adm ssion to a gang court created under this section.

(5) For the purposes of this act, a "gang" neans a group which
consists of three or nore persons; has identifiable |eadership; and on
an ongoing basis, regularly conspires and acts in concert mainly for
crim nal purposes.

HB 2535. SL p. 2
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(6) The juvenile offender who is admtted to juvenile gang court
nmust :

(a) Stipulate to the adm ssibility of the facts contained in the
witten police report;

(b) Acknow edge that the report will be entered and used to support
a finding of guilt and to i npose a disposition if the juvenile fails to
conply with the requirenents of the juvenile gang court; and

(c) Waive the following rights to: (i) A speedy disposition; and
(1i) call and confront w tnesses.

(7) The adjudicatory hearing shall be limted to a reading of the
court's record.

(8) Following the stipulation to the facts in the police report,
acknow edgnent, waiver, and entry of a finding or plea of guilt, the
court shall defer entry of an order of disposition of the juvenile.

(9) Upon adm ssion to juvenile gang court, an individualized plan
shal | be devel oped for the juvenile, identifying goals for the juvenile
and a teamto support the juvenile, which may include nental health and
chem cal dependency treatnent providers, a probation officer, teachers,
def ense counsel, the prosecuting attorney, |aw enforcenent, guardi ans
or famly nenbers, and other participants deened appropriate by the
court. The individualized plan shall include a requirenent that the
juvenile remain in the gang court programfor at |east twelve nonths.
At | east one nenber of the support team nust have daily contact with
the juvenile.

(10) Upon successful conpletion of the juvenile gang court
requi rements, the conviction entered by the court shall be vacated and
the charge shall be dism ssed with prejudice.

(11) Ajuvenile may only be admtted to juvenile gang court once.
If the juvenile fails to conplete the requirenents of gang court after
being admtted, or successfully conpletes the requirenents of gang
court after being admtted, the juvenile may not be adnmitted again.

(12) If the juvenile fails to conplete the juvenile gang court
requi renents, the court shall enter an order of disposition pursuant to
RCW 13. 40. 0357.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 13.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) Counties that create a juvenile gang court pursuant to section

p. 3 HB 2535. SL
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2 of this act shall track and docunent data regarding the criteria that
led to a juvenile's admssion to gang court, the successful and
unsuccessful conpletion of juvenile gang court requirenents, and any
subsequent crimnal charges of juvenile gang court participants and
provi de such data to the adm nistrative office of the courts.

(2) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this
purpose, the adm nistrative office of the courts shall study the data
provi ded by the counties pursuant to subsection (1) of this section and
report to the appropriate legislative commttees regarding the
recidivism outcones for juvenile gang court participants. A
prelimnary report shall be conpleted by Decenber 1, 2013. A fina
report shall be conpleted by Decenber 1, 2015.

Passed by the House March 5, 2012.

Passed by the Senate February 29, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.
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