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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2657

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session
By House Health & Human Services Appropriations & Oversight
(originally sponsored by Representatives Roberts, Kagi, Mxwell, and
Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to adoption support expenditures; adding new
sections to chapter 74.13A RCW adding a new section to chapter 71.36
RCW and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 74.13A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the current state adoption support
policy to encourage, within available funds, the adoption of certain
hard to place children, has expedited permanency for children who are
unable to reunify with their famly and has resulted in savings
ot herwi se spent on foster care.

The legislature also finds that current econom c conditions have
reduced state funds available for many critical prograns. The
| egislature further finds that adoption support expenditures continue
to increase. Gven these realities, the legislature finds there is a
need to control adoption support costs wthout adversely inpacting
per manency for state dependent children.

The | egi sl ature acknow edges that the best way to reduce adoption
support and foster care expenditures is to safely prevent children from
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entering the foster care system However, the legislature also finds
that the recent prospective reduction to adoption support paynents set
forth in chapter 50, Laws of 2011 1st sp. sess. has not, to date
adversely inpacted permanency for foster children in need of adoptive
hones.

Therefore, the legislature intends to continue the adoption
assi stance rate reduction beyond the period set forth in the operating
budget, while focusing on sustainable long-term efforts to prevent
children from entering the foster care system such as pursuing a
potential federal Title IV-E waiver, which if granted, would allow
Washington to reinvest dollars otherwise spent on foster care in
prevention prograns.

The legislature also finds that nmany adoptive parents spend
adoption support paynents on additional nental health services for
adoptive children that are not currently covered by existing public
prograns. The legislature intends to offset adoption support paynent
expenditures by facilitating efforts to inprove the access and quality
of existing nental health services for adoptive famlies in the |ong
term

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 74.13A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To ensure expenditures continue to remain wthin available
funds as required by RCW74. 13A. 005 and 74. 13A. 020, the secretary shal
not set the anobunt of any adoption assi stance paynent or paynents, nade
pursuant to RCW 26.33.320 and 74.13A. 005 through 74.13A.080, to nore
than eighty percent of the foster care maintenance paynent for that
child had he or she remained in a foster famly hone during the sane
period. This subsection applies prospectively to adoption assistance
agreenents established on or after July 1, 2013.

(2) The departnment nust establish a central unit of adoption
support negotiators to help ensure consistent negotiation of adoption
support agreenents that will balance the needs of adoptive famlies
wth the state's need to remain fiscally responsible.

(3) The departnent nmust request, in witing, that adoptive famlies
W th existing adoption support contracts renegotiate their contracts to
establish | ower adoption assistance paynents if it is fiscally feasible
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for the famly to do so. The departnment shall explain that adoption
support contracts may be renegoti ated as needs ari se.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 71.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of social and health services, division of
behavi oral health and recovery, shall convene a work group as part of
its children's nment al heal t h redesi gn process, to develop
recommendations to better address the nmental health service needs of
adoptive famlies and reduce the need for adoptive famlies to spend
adopti on support paynments on nental health services for their adoptive
children. In devel opi ng recommendati ons, the work group shoul d assess:

(a) The nental health service needs of children in adoption support
househol ds;

(b) Existing service and provider capacity to neet the identified
needs of children in adoption support househol ds; and

(c) Additional provi der training, consultation or capacity
necessary to neet unnmet service needs, and increase the use of
appropri ate evi dence-based practices.

(2) The work group mnust include, but 1is not Ilimted to,
representatives from the departnment of social and health services
children's admnistration, the health care authority, the University of
Washi ngton departnent of psychiatry, the children's nental health
evi dence-based practice institute, regional support networks, nenta
health service providers, health plans, primary care providers, tribes,
adoptive famlies, and representatives from other rel evant
or gani zati ons as needed. The work group shall issue its
recomendations to the legislature no | ater than Decenber 15, 2012.

(3) This section expires August 1, 2013.

*Sec. 3 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.
Passed by the House February 9, 2012.
Passed by the Senate February 29, 2012.
Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.
Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to Section 3,
Substitute House Bill 2657 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to adoption support expenditures."”

Section 3 requires the Departnment of Social and Health Services to
convene a work group, as part of its children's nental health redesign
efforts, to develop recommendations to better address the nental
heal th service needs of adoptive famlies and reduce the need to spend
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adopti on support paynents on nental health services. The Departnent
of Social and Health Services is additionally required to issue
recomendations to the Legislature by Decenber 15, 2012.

VWile | appreciate the intent of this section, the Departnent of
Social and Health Services has already included the convening of a
simlar work group in its plan for inprovenents to the children's
mental health system | am directing the Secretary of the Departnent
of Social and Health Services to consider the Legislature's intent in
the conposition and tasks of the woirk group and to keep the
Legislature informed of its efforts. Creation of a work group in
statute and the preparation of a formal report are not necessary.

For this reason, | have vetoed Section 3 of Substitute House Bill 2657.
Wth the exception of Section 3, Substitute House Bill 2657 is
approved. "
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