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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2828

Passed Legislature - 2012 1st Special Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 1st Speci al Session
By House Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Representative Hunter)
READ FI RST Tl ME 04/ 05/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to renoving the requirenent that the departnent of
social and health services or the departnent of early |earning take
appropriate action to establish or enforce support obligations whenever
it receives an application for subsidized child care services or
wor ki ng connections child care services; anending RCW 74.20.040 and
74. 20. 330; providing an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.20.040 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 42 s 9 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever the departnent receives an application for public
assi stance on behalf of a child, ((er—the—departrent—recetrves—an
apphcation—tor—subsidized—ehi-bdcareservi-ces—or—working—connectons
child—ecare—serviecesy)) the departnent ((er—the—departrent—of—earty
learning)) shall take appropriate action under the provisions of this
chapter, chapter 74.20A RCW or other appropriate statutes of this
state to establish or enforce support obligations agai nst the parent or
ot her persons owing a duty to pay support noneys.

(2) The secretary may accept a request for support enforcenent
services on behalf of persons who are not recipients of public
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assi stance and may take appropriate action to establish or enforce
support obligations agai nst the parent or other persons owing a duty to
pay noneys. Requests accepted under this subsection may be conditi oned
upon the paynent of a fee as required by subsection (6) of this section
or through regulation issued by the secretary. The secretary my
establish by regul ation, reasonable standards and qualifications for
support enforcenent services under this subsection.

(3) The secretary may accept requests for support enforcenment
services from child support enforcenent agencies in other states
operating child support prograns under Title |1V-D of the social
security act or fromforeign countries, and nmay take appropriate action
to establish and enforce support obligations, or to enforce subpoenas,
information requests, orders for genetic testing, and collection
actions issued by the other agency against the parent or other person
owng a duty to pay support noneys, the parent or other person's
enpl oyer, or any other person or entity properly subject to child
support collection or information-gathering processes. The request
shall contain and be acconpani ed by such information and docunentati on
as the secretary may by rule require, and be signed by an authorized
representative of the agency. The secretary may adopt rules setting
forth the duration and nature of services provided under this
subsecti on.

(4) The departnent nay take action to establish, enforce, and
collect a support obligation, including performng rel ated services,
under this chapter and chapter 74.20A RCW or through the attorney
general or prosecuting attorney for action under chapter 26.09, 26. 18,
26. 20, 26.21A, or 26.26 RCWor other appropriate statutes or the common
| aw of this state.

(5) Whenever a support order is filed with the Washington state
support registry under chapter 26.23 RCW the departnent nay take
appropriate action under the provisions of this chapter, chapter 26.23
or 74.20A RCW or other appropriate law of this state to establish or
enforce the support obligations contained in that order against the
responsi bl e parent or other persons ow ng a duty to pay support noneys.

(6) The secretary, in the case of an individual who has never
recei ved assi stance under a state program funded under part A and for
whom the state has collected at | east five hundred dollars of support,
shal |l inpose an annual fee of twenty-five dollars for each case in

SHB 2828. SL p. 2
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whi ch services are furnished, which shall be retained by the state from
support collected on behalf of the individual, but not fromthe first
five hundred dollars of support. The secretary nmay, on show ng of
necessity, waive or defer any such fee or cost.

(7) Fees, due and owing, may be retained from support paynents
directly or collected as delinquent support noneys utilizing any of the
remedi es in chapter 74.20 RCW chapter 74.20A RCW chapter 26.21A RCW
or any other renedy at law or equity avail able to the departnent or any
agencies with whomit has a cooperative or contractual arrangenent to
establish, enforce, or collect support noneys or support obligations.

(8) The secretary may wai ve the fee, or any portion thereof, as a
part of a conprom se of disputed clains or may grant partial or total
charge off of said fee if the secretary finds there are no avail abl e,
practical, or |awful neans by which said fee may be collected or to
facilitate paynent of the anmpunt of delingquent support noneys or fees
owed.

(9) The secretary shall adopt rules conformng to federal | aws,
including but not imted to conplying with section 7310 of the federal
deficit reduction act of 2005 42 US.C. Sec. 654, and rules and
regulations required to be observed in nmaintaining the state child
support enforcenent program required under Title IV-D of the federa
social security act. The adoption of these rules shall be cal cul ated
to pronbte the cost-effective use of the agency's resources and not
ot herwi se cause the agency to divert its resources fromits essenti al
functi ons.

Sec. 2. RCW 74.20.330 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 42 s 10 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever public assistance is paid under a state program funded
under Title I'V-A of the federal social security act as anended by the
personal responsibility and work opportunity reconciliation act of
1996, and the federal deficit reduction act of 2005, each applicant or
recipient is deened to have made assignnent to the departnent of any
rights to a support obligation from any other person the applicant or
reci pient may have in his or her own behalf or in behalf of any other
famly nmenber for whom the applicant or recipient is applying for or
recei ving public assistance, including any unpaid support obligation or
support debt which has accrued at the tine the assignnent is nade.

p. 3 SHB 2828. SL
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(2) Paynment of public assistance under a state-funded program or
a program funded under Title IV-A 1V-E, or Xl X of the federal soci al
security act as anmended by the personal responsibility and work
opportunity reconciliation act of 1996 shall

(a) Operate as an assignnment by operation of |aw, and

(b) Constitute an authorization to the departnent to provide the
assi stance recipient wth support enforcenent services.

(3) ((Payrent—for—subsidized —ehtld—ecare —servieces—or—workihng

: hild . hall . hori on—to
the—departhent—to—provi-de—the—rectptent—of—the—substdy—wth—support
: . . I I . hori I ] _

£4))) Effective Cctober 1, 2008, whenever public assistance is paid
under a state program funded under Title IV-A of the federal socia
security act as anmended by the personal responsibility and work
opportunity reconciliation act of 1996, and the federal deficit
reduction act of 2005, a nenber of the famly is deened to have nade an
assignnent to the state any right the famly nenber nmay have, or on
behal f of the famly nmenber receiving such assistance, to support from
any ot her person, not exceeding the total amount of assistance paid to
the famly, which accrues during the period that the famly receives
assi stance under the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
June 7, 2012.

Passed by the House April 5, 2012.

Passed by the Senate April 6, 2012.

Approved by the Governor My 2, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 2, 2012.
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