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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5018

Passed Legi slature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Kei ser, Conway, Shin, Schoesler, Hobbs, Kline, and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 20/ 11.

AN ACT Rel ating to wound care managenent in occupational therapy;
anmendi ng RCW 18.59. 020 and 18.59. 160; addi ng a new section to chapter
18.59 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.59.020 and 1999 ¢ 333 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Board" neans the board of occupational therapy practice.

(2) "GCccupational therapy" is the scientifically based use of
pur poseful activity with individuals who are limted by physical injury
or illness, psychosocial dysfunction, developnental or |earning
disabilities, or the aging process in order to maxi m ze independence,
prevent disability, and maintain health. The practice enconpasses
eval uation, treatnment, and consultation. Specific occupational therapy
services include but are not |limted to: Using specifically designed
activities and exercises to enhance neurodevel opnental, cognitive,
perceptual notor, sensory integrative, and psychonotor functioning;
adm nistering and interpreting tests such as manual nuscle and sensory
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integration; teaching daily living skills; devel oping prevocationa
skills and play and avocational capabilities; designing, fabricating,
or applying selected orthotic and prosthetic devices or selected
adapti ve equi pnent; wound care nmnagenent as provided in section 3 of
this act; and adapting environnents for ((the—handicapped)) persons
with_disabilities. These services are provided individually, in
groups, or through social systens.

(3) "Cccupational therapist" nmeans a person licensed to practice
occupational therapy under this chapter.

(4) "CQccupational therapy assistant”™ neans a person licensed to
assist in the practice of occupational therapy under the supervision or
with the regul ar consultation of an occupational therapist.

(5) "Gccupational therapy aide" neans a person who is trained to
perform specific occupational therapy techniques under professiona
supervi sion as defined by the board but who does not performactivities
that require advanced training in the sciences or practices involved in
t he profession of occupational therapy.

(6) "GQccupational therapy practitioner”™ nmeans a person who isS
credentialed as an occupational therapist or occupational therapy
assi st ant.

(7) "Person" neans any individual, partnership, unincorporated
organi zation, or corporate body, except that only an individual nmay be
i censed under this chapter.

(8) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(9) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

(10) "Sharp_debridenent" neans_the_ renoval of |oose_or_ |oosely
adherent devitalized tissue with the use_ of tweezers, scissors,_ or
scal pel, without any type of anesthesia other than topical anesthetics.
"Sharp debridenent" does not nean surgical debridenent.

(11) "Wbund care nmanagenent” neans a part of occupational therapy
treatnent that facilitates healing, prevents edema, infection, and
excessive scar formation, and mnim zes wound conplications. Treatnent
may include: Assessnent of wound healing status; patient education
selection_and_application of dressings; cleansing of the wound_ and
surrounding_areas; application_of topical_ nedications, as_provided
under RCW 18.59.160; use_of physical agent nodalities; application of
pressure_garnents and_nonwei ght-bearing_orthotic_devices, excluding
hi gh-tenperature custom foot orthotics made from a_ nold; sharp
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debridenment of devitalized tissue:; debridenent of devitalized tissue
with other agents; and adapting activities of daily living to pronote
i ndependence duri ng wound heal i ng.

Sec. 2. RCW18.59.160 and 2009 ¢ 68 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

An occupational therapist |icensed under this chapter may purchase,
store, and admnister topical and transdermal nedications such as
hydrocorti sone, dexanethasone, fluocinonide, topical anesthetics,
| i docai ne, magnesium sulfate, and other simlar nedications for the
practice of occupational therapy as prescribed by a health care
provider with prescribing authority as authorized in RCW 18.59. 100.
Adm nistration of nedication nust be docunented in the patient's
medi cal record. Some nedications may be applied by the use of
i ont ophoresis and phonophoresis. An occupational therapist may not
purchase, store, or adm nister controlled substances. A pharmacist who
di spenses such drugs to a |licensed occupational therapist is not liable
for any adverse reactions caused by any nethod of wuse by the
occupational therapist. ((Appteationofta preseribed redicationtoa
wound as authorized in this statute does not constitute wound care
managerent—)) Application of a topical nedicationto a wound i s subj ect
to section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 18.59 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) (a) An occupational therapist |licensed under this chapter nmay
provi de wound care managenent only:

(i) In the course of occupational therapy treatnment to return
patients to functional performance in their everyday occupations under
the referral and direction of a physician or other authorized health
care provider listed in RCW18.59. 100 in accordance with their scope of
practice. The referring provider nust evaluate the patient prior to
referral to an occupational therapist for wound care; and

(ii) After filing an affidavit under subsection (2)(b) of this
section.

(b) An occupational therapist may not delegate wound care
managenent, including any form of debridenent.

p. 3 SSB 5018. SL
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(2)(a) Debridenent is not an entry-level skill and requires
speci al i zed training, whi ch must i ncl ude: I ndi cati ons and
contrai ndications for the use of debridenent; appropriate selection and
use of clean and sterile techniques; selection of appropriate tools,

such as scissors, forceps, or scalpel; identification of viable and
devitalized tissues; and conditions which require referral back to the
referring provider. Training mnust be provided through continuing

education, nentoring, cotreatnent, and observation. Consultation wth
the referring provider is required if the wound exposes anatom ca
structures underlying the skin, such as tendon, nuscle, or bone, or if
there is an obvi ous worseni ng of the condition, or signs of infection.

(b) (i) Gccupational therapists may perform wound care managenment
upon showi ng evi dence of adequate education and training by submtting
an affidavit to the board attesting to their education and training as
fol |l ows:

(A) For occupational therapists performng any part of wound care
managenent, except sharp debridenent with a scalpel, a mninmm of
fifteen hours of nentored training in a clinical settingis requiredto
be docunented in the affidavit. Mentored training includes
observation, cotreatnent, and supervised treatnent by a |I|icensed
occupational therapist who is authorized to perform wound care
managenent wunder this section or a health care provider who is
authorized to perform wound care managenent in his or her scope of
practice. Fifteen hours nmentored training in a clinical setting nust
include a case mx simlar to the occupational therapist's expected
practi ce;

(B) For occupational therapists perform ng sharp debridenent with
a scal pel, a mnimm of two thousand hours in clinical practice and an
additional mninmum of fifteen hours of nentored sharp debridenent
training in the use of a scalpel in a clinical setting is required to
be docunented in the affidavit. Mentored training includes
observation, cotreatnent, and supervised treatnent by a I|icensed
occupational therapist who is authorized to perform sharp debridenent
with a scalpel under this section or a health care provider who is
authorized to perform wound care nanagenent, including sharp
debridenment with a scalpel, in his or her scope of practice. Both the
two thousand hours in clinical practice and the fifteen hours of
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mentored training in a clinical setting nmust include a case mx simlar
to the occupational therapist's expected practice.

(1i) Certification as a certified hand therapist by the hand
therapy certification comm ssion or as a wound care specialist by the
nati onal alliance of wound care or equival ent organi zati on approved by
the board is sufficient to neet the requirenents of (b)(i) of this
subsecti on.

(c) The board shall develop an affidavit formfor the purposes of
(b) of this subsection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The board of occupational therapy practice
and the departnent of health are authorized to create rules necessary
to inplenment this act.

Passed by the Senate February 23, 2011.

Passed by the House April 6, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 15, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 15, 2011.
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