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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6237

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Kei ser, Conway, Kline, Frockt, and Becker)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 26/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to <creating a career pathway for nedica
assi stants; anmendi ng RCW18. 79. 340, 18.120.020, 18.120.020, 18. 130. 040,
18. 130. 040, and 18.135.055; adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW
creating a new section; repealing RCW 18.135.010, 18. 135. 020,
18. 135. 025, 18.135.030, 18.135.035, 18.135.040, 18.135.050, 18.135.055,
18. 135. 060, 18.135.062, 18.135.065, 18.135.070, 18.135.090, 18.135.100,
18.135.110, and 18.135.120; and providing effective dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW__ SECTI ON.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nedical
assistants are health professionals specifically trained to work in
settings such as physicians' offices, clinics, group practices, and
other health care facilities. These nultiskilled personnel are trained
to performadm nistrative and clinical procedures under the supervision
of health care providers. Physicians value this unique versatility
nore and nore because of the skills of nedical assistants and their
ability to contain costs and nanage human resources efficiently. The
dermand for nedical assistants is expanding rapidly. The efficient and
effective delivery of health care in Washington will be inproved by
recogni zing the valuable contributions of nedical assistants, and
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provi ding statutory support for nedical assistants in Washington state.
The |l egislature further finds that rural and small medical practices
and clinics may have |limted access to formally trained nedical
assi st ant s. The legislature further intends that the secretary of
health develop recommendations for a career |adder that includes
medi cal assi stants.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Delegation"” neans direct authorization granted by a |licensed
health care practitioner to a nedical assistant to perform the
functions authorized in this chapter which fall wthin the scope of
practice of the health care provider and the training and experience of
t he nedi cal assistant.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnment of health.

(3) "Health care practitioner” neans:

(a) A physician |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW

(b) An osteopathic physician and surgeon licensed under chapter
18.57 RCW or

(c) Acting within the scope of their respective licensure, a
podi atric physician and surgeon licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW a
regi stered nurse or advanced registered nurse practitioner |icensed
under chapter 18.79 RCW a naturopath |icensed under chapter 18.36A
RCW a physician assistant |icensed under chapter 18.71A RCW an
ost eopat hi ¢ physician assistant |icensed under chapter 18.57A RCW or
an optonetrist |licensed under chapter 18.53 RCW

(4) "Medical assistant-certified" means a person certified under
section 5 of this act who assists a health care practitioner wth
patient care, executes admnistrative and clinical procedures, and
perfornms functions as provided in section 6 of this act wunder the
supervi sion of the health care practitioner.

(5) "Medical assistant-henodialysis technician® neans a person
certified under section 5 of this act who perforns henodial ysis and
ot her functions pursuant to section 6 of this act under the supervision
of a health care practitioner.

(6) "Medical assistant-phlebotom st” neans a person certified under
section 5 of this act who perforns capillary, venous, and arterial

ESSB 6237. SL p. 2
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i nvasi ve procedures for blood w thdrawal and other functions pursuant
to section 6 of this act wunder the supervision of a health care
practitioner.

(7) "Medical assistant-registered"” nmeans a person regi stered under
section 5 of this act who, pursuant to an endorsenent by a health care
practitioner, «clinic, or group practice, assists a health care
practitioner with patient care, executes admnistrative and clinica
procedures, and perforns functions as provided in section 6 of this act
under the supervision of the health care practitioner.

(8) "Secretary" neans the secretary of the departnent of health.

(9) "Supervision" neans supervision of procedures permtted
pursuant to this chapter by a health care practitioner who is
physically present and is imediately available in the facility. The
health care practitioner does not need to be present during procedures
to withdraw bl ood, but nust be i nmedi ately avail abl e.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) No person may practice as a nedical
assistant-certified, nedical assistant-henodialysis technician, or
medi cal assi stant-phl ebotom st unless he or she is certified under
section 5 of this act.

(2) No person may practice as a nedical assistant-registered unless
he or she is registered under section 5 of this act.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The secretary shall adopt rules
specifying the mninmum qualifications for a nedical assistant-
certified, nedical assistant-henodialysis technician, and nedical
assi stant-phl ebotom st. The qualifications for a nedical assistant-
henodi al ysi s technician nmust be equivalent to the qualifications for
henodi al ysi s technici ans regul ated pursuant to chapter 18.135 RCWas of
January 1, 2012.

(2) The secretary shall adopt rules that establish the m ninmm
requi renents necessary for a health care practitioner, clinic, or group
practice to endorse a nedical assistant as qualified to perform the
duties authorized by this chapter and be able to file an attestation of
t hat endorsenent with the departnent.

(3) The nedical quality assurance commssion, the board of
osteopathic nedicine and surgery, the podiatric nedical board, the
nursing care quality assurance comm ssion, the board of naturopathy,

p. 3 ESSB 6237. SL
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and the optonetry board shall each review and identify other specialty
assi stive personnel not included in this chapter and the tasks they
perform The departnment of health shall conpile the information from
each disciplining authority listed in this subsection and submt the
conpiled information to the legislature no |ater than Decenber 15,
2012.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 5. (1)(a) The secretary shall I ssue a
certification as a nedical assistant-certified to any person who has
satisfactorily conpleted a nedical assistant training program approved
by the secretary, passed an exam nati on approved by the secretary, and
met any additional qualifications established under section 4 of this
act .

(b) The secretary shall issue an interim certification to any
person who has nmet all of the qualifications in (a) of this subsection,
except for the passage of the exam nation. A person holding an interim
permt possesses the full scope of practice of a nedical assistant-
certified. The interimpermt expires upon passage of the exam nation
or after one year, whichever occurs first, and may not be renewed.

(2) The secretary shall issue a certification as a nedical
assi stant-henodialysis technician to any person who neets the
qualifications for a nedical assi stant - henodi al ysis technician
establ i shed under section 4 of this act.

(3) The secretary shall issue a certification as a nedical
assi st ant - phl ebotom st to any person who neets the qualifications for
a nedi cal assistant-phl ebotom st established under section 4 of this
act .

(4)(a) The secretary shall issue a registration as a nedical
assistant-registered to any person who has a current endorsenent from
a health care practitioner, clinic, or group practice.

(b) I'n order to be endorsed under this subsection (4), a person
nmust :

(i) Be endorsed by a health care practitioner, clinic, or group
practice that neets the qualifications established under section 4 of
this act; and

(1i) Have a current attestation of his or her endorsenent to
perform specific nedical tasks signed by a supervising health care

ESSB 6237. SL p. 4



0 N O O A WDN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

practitioner filed with the departnent. A nedical assistant-registered
may only perform the nedical tasks listed in his or her current
attestation of endorsenent.

(c) A registration based on an endorsenment by a health care
practitioner, clinic, or group practice is not transferrable to anot her
health care practitioner, clinic, or group practice.

(5) A certification issued under subsections (1) through (3) of
this sectionis transferrable between different practice settings.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) A nedical assistant-certified may
performthe follow ng duties delegated by, and under the supervision
of, a health care practitioner:

(a) Fundanental procedures:

(1) Wapping itens for autoclaving;

(1i1) Procedures for sterilizing equipnment and i nstrunents;

(1i1) D sposing of biohazardous materials; and

(1v) Practicing standard precautions.

(b) dinical procedures:

(1) Performng aseptic procedures in a setting other than a
hospital |icensed under chapter 70.41 RCW

(1i1) Preparing of and assisting in sterile procedures in a setting
ot her than a hospital under chapter 70.41 RCW

(1i1) Taking vital signs;

(1v) Preparing patients for exam nati on;

(v) Capillary blood wthdrawal, venipuncture, and intradermal,
subcut aneous, and intranuscul ar injections; and

(vi) Observing and reporting patients' signs or synptons.

(c) Specinen collection:

(1) Capillary puncture and veni punct ure;

(11) Obtaining speci nens for m crobiol ogi cal testing; and

(ti1) Instructing patients in proper technique to collect urine and
fecal specinens.

(d) Diagnostic testing:

(1) Electrocardi ography;

(11) Respiratory testing; and

(tit) Tests waived under the federal clinical | aboratory
i nprovenent anmendnents programon the effective date of this section.

p. 5 ESSB 6237. SL
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The departnent shall periodically update the tests authorized under
this subsection (1)(d) based on changes nmade by the federal clinica
| aboratory inprovenent anmendnents program

(e) Patient care:

(1) Telephone and in-person screening limted to intake and
gathering of information wthout requiring the exercise of judgnent
based on clinical know edge;

(1i) Obtaining vital signs;

(1i1) Qotaining and recordi ng patient history;

(1v) Preparing and nmai ntai ning exam nati on and treatnent areas;

(v) Preparing patients for, and assisting wth, routine and
specialty exam nations, procedures, treatnents, and mnor office
surgeries;

(vi) Maintaining nmedication and i nmuni zati on records; and

(vii) Screening and follow ng up on test results as directed by a
heal th care practitioner.

(f)(i) Admnistering nedications. A nedical assistant-certified
may only adm ni ster nmedications if the drugs are:

(A) Adm nistered only by unit or single dosage, or by a dosage
cal cul ated and verified by a health care practitioner. For purposes of
this section, a conbination vaccine shall be considered a unit dose;

(B) Limted to legend drugs, vaccines, and Schedule 111-V
control | ed substances as authorized by a health care practitioner under
the scope of his or her license and consistent with rul es adopted by
the secretary under (f)(ii) of this subsection; and

(C) Adm nistered pursuant to a witten order froma health care
practitioner.

(i) The secretary may, by rule, limt the drugs that may be
adm ni stered under this subsection. The rules adopted wunder this
subsection nust Iimt the drugs based on risk, class, or route.

(g) Intravenous injections. A nedical assistant-certified may
adm ni ster intravenous injections for diagnostic or therapeutic agents
if he or she neets m nimum standards established by the secretary in
rule. The m nimum standards nust be substantially simlar to the
qualifications for category D and F health care assistants as they
exi st on the effective date of this section.

(2) A nedical assistant-henodialysis technician may perform
henodi al ysis when delegated and supervised by a health care

ESSB 6237. SL p. 6
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practitioner. A nedi cal assistant-henodialysis technician may also
adm ni ster drugs and oxygen to a patient when del egated and supervi sed
by a health care practitioner and pursuant to rules adopted by the
secretary.

(3) A nedical assistant-phlebotom st may performcapillary, venous,
or arterial invasive procedures for blood wthdrawal when del egated and
supervi sed by a health care practitioner and pursuant to rul es adopted
by the secretary.

(4) A nmedical assistant-registered may performthe follow ng duties
del egated by, and under the supervision of, a health care practitioner:

(a) Fundanental procedures:

(1) Wapping itens for autoclaving;

(11) Procedures for sterilizing equipnment and i nstrunents;

(1i1) D sposing of biohazardous materials; and

(1v) Practicing standard precautions.

(b) dinical procedures:

(1) Preparing for sterile procedures;

(11) Taking vital signs;

(1i1) Preparing patients for exam nation; and

(1v) Observing and reporting patients' signs or synptons.

(c) Specinen collection:

(1) Qotaining specinens for mcrobiological testing; and

(1i1) Instructing patients in proper technique to collect urine and
fecal specinens.

(d) Patient care:

(1) Telephone and in-person screening limted to intake and
gathering of information wthout requiring the exercise of judgnent
based on clinical know edge;

(11) Obtaining vital signs;

(1i1) Qotaining and recordi ng patient history;

(1v) Preparing and nmai ntaini ng exam nati on and treatnent areas;

(v) Maintaining nedication and i mmuni zation records; and

(vi) Screening and followng up on test results as directed by a
heal th care practitioner.

(e) Tests waived under the federal clinical |aboratory inprovenent
anendnents program on the effective date of this section. The
departnent shall periodically wupdate the tests authorized under

p. 7 ESSB 6237. SL
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subsection (1)(d) of this section based on changes nmade by the federal
clinical l|aboratory i nprovenent anmendnents program
(f) Adm nistering vacci nes, including conbination vacci nes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) Prior to delegation of any of the
functions in section 6 of this act, a health care practitioner shal
determ ne to the best of his or her ability each of the foll ow ng:

(a) That the task is wthin that health care practitioner's scope
of licensure or authority;

(b) That the task is indicated for the patient;

(c) The appropriate | evel of supervision;

(d) That no | aw prohibits the del egation;

(e) That the person to whomthe task will be del egated i s conpetent
to performthat task; and

(f) That the task itself is one that should be appropriately
del egat ed when consi dering the follow ng factors:

(i) That the task can be performed wi thout requiring the exercise
of judgnment based on clinical know edge;

(1i) That results of the task are reasonably predictable;

(iii) That the task can be performed wi thout a need for conplex
observations or critical decisions;

(tv) That the task can be perfornmed w thout repeated clinical
assessnents; and

(v) That the task, if performed i nproperly, would not present |ife-
t hr eat eni ng consequences or the danger of inmediate and serious harmto
t he patient.

(2) Nothing in this section prohibits the use of protocols that do
not involve clinical judgnent and do not involve the adm nistration of
medi cati ons, other than vacci nes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) In addition to any other authority
provi ded by | aw, the secretary nay:

(a) Adopt rules, in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW necessary to
i npl enment this chapter

(b) Establish fornms and procedures necessary to admnister this
chapter;

(c) Est abl i sh adm ni strative procedur es, adm ni strative
requi rements, and fees in accordance with RCW 43. 70. 250 and 43. 70. 280.

ESSB 6237. SL p. 8
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Until July 1, 2016, for purposes of setting fees under this section,
the secretary shall consider persons registered or certified under this
chapter and health care assistants, certified under chapter 18.135 RCW
as one profession;

(d) Hre clerical, admnistrative, and investigative staff as
needed to i npl enent and adm nister this chapter;

(e) Maintain the official departnent of health record of al
applicants and credential hol ders; and

(f) Establish requirenents and procedures for an inactive
registration or certification.

(2) The wuniform disciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW governs
unlicensed practice, the issuance and denial of a registration or
certification, and the discipline of persons registered or certified
under this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) The departnent nmay not issue new
certifications for category C, D, E, or F health care assistants on or
after the effective date of this section. The departnent shall certify
a category C, D, E, or F health care assistant who was certified prior
to the effective date of this section as a nedical assistant-certified
when he or she renews his or her certification.

(2) The department may not issue new certifications for category G
health care assistants on or after the effective date of this section.
The departnent shall certify a category G health care assistant who was
certified prior to the effective date of this section as a nedica
assi stant - henodi al ysis technician when he or she renews his or her
certification.

(3) The departnent may not issue new certifications for category A
or B health care assistants on or after the effective date of this
section. The departnent shall certify a category A or B health care
assi stant who was certified prior to the effective date of this section
as a nedi cal assistant-phl ebotom st when he or she renews his or her
certification.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 10. Nothing in this chapter prohibits or
af fects:

(1) A person licensed under this title performng services within
his or her scope of practice;

p. 9 ESSB 6237. SL
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(2) A person performng functions in the discharge of official
duties on behalf of the United States governnent including, but not
limted to, the armed forces, coast guard, public health service,
veterans' bureau, or bureau of Indian affairs;

(3) A person trained by a federally approved end-stage renal
di sease facility who perforns end-stage renal dialysis in the hone
setting;

(4) A person registered or certified under this chapter from
perform ng bl ood-drawi ng procedures in the residences of research study
participants when the procedures have been authorized by the
institutional review board of a conprehensive cancer center or
nonprofit degree-granting institution of higher education and are
conduct ed under the general supervision of a physician; or

(5) A person participating in an externship as part of an approved
medi cal assi stant training program under the direct supervision of an
on-site health care provider.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Wthin existing resources, the secretary
shal | devel op recommendati ons regardi ng a career path plan for nedi cal
assistants. The secretary shall consult w th stakehol ders, including,
but not limted to, heal t h care practitioner pr of essi onal
or gani zati ons, organi zations representing health care workers,
comunity colleges, career colleges, and technical colleges. The
recommendati ons mnust include nethods for including credit for prior
| earning. The purpose of the plan is to eval uate and map career paths
for nmedical assistants and entry-level health care workers to
transition by nmeans of a career |adder into nedical assistants or other
heal th care professions. The recommendations nust identify barriers to
career advancenent and career |adder training initiatives. The
departnent shall report its recomendations to the |egislature no later
t han Decenber 15, 2012.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. An applicant with mlitary training or
experience satisfies the training or experience requirenents of this
chapter unless the secretary determnes that the mlitary training or
experience is not substantially equivalent to the standards of this
state.

ESSB 6237. SL p. 10
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Sec. 13. RCW18.79.340 and 2003 ¢ 258 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) "Nursing technician" nmeans a nursing student enployed in a
hospital |icensed under chapter 70.41 RCW_a clinic, or a nursing hone
I i censed under chapter 18.51 RCW who:

(a) Is currently enrolled in good standing in a nursing program
approved by the comm ssion and has not graduated; or

(b) I's a graduate of a nursing program approved by the conm ssion
who gr aduat ed:

(1) Wthin the past thirty days; or

(i) Wthin the past sixty days and has received a determ nation
from the secretary that there is good cause to continue the
regi stration period, as defined by the secretary in rule.

(2) No person may practice or represent oneself as a nursing
technician by use of any title or description of services w thout being
regi stered under this chapter, unless otherwise exenpted by this
chapter.

(3) The comm ssion nay adopt rules to inplenent chapter 258, Laws
of 20083.

Sec. 14. RCW 18.120.020 and 2010 c 286 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Applicant group"” includes any health professional group or
organi zation, any individual, or any other interested party which
proposes that any health professional group not presently regul ated be
regul ated or which proposes to substantially increase the scope of
practice of the profession.

(2) "Certificate" and "certification"” mean a voluntary process by
whi ch a statutory regulatory entity grants recognition to an individual
who (a) has net certain prerequisite qualifications specified by that
regul atory entity, and (b) nmay assunme or use "certified" in the title
or designation to perform prescribed health professional tasks.

(3) "Grandfather clause"” neans a provision in a regulatory statute
applicable to practitioners actively engaged in the regulated health
profession prior to the effective date of the regulatory statute which

p. 11 ESSB 6237. SL
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exenpts the practitioners fromneeting the prerequisite qualifications
set forth in the regulatory statute to perform prescri bed occupati onal
t asks.

(4) "Health professions” neans and includes the follow ng health
and health-related |icensed or regul ated professions and occupati ons:
Podi atric nedicine and surgery under chapter 18.22 RCW chiropractic
under chapter 18.25 RCW dental hygiene under chapter 18.29 RCW
dentistry under chapter 18.32 RCW denturism under chapter 18.30 RCW
di spensi ng opticians under chapter 18.34 RCW hearing instrunments under
chapter 18.35 RCW naturopaths under chapter 18.36A RCW enbal m ng and
funeral directing under chapter 18.39 RCW mdw fery under chapter
18.50 RCW nursing honme admnistration under chapter 18.52 RCW
optonetry under chapters 18.53 and 18.54 RCW ocul arists under chapter
18.55 RCW osteopathic nedicine and surgery under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW pharmacy under chapters 18.64 and 18.64A RCW nedicine
under chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW energency nedi ci ne under chapter
18. 73 RCW physical therapy under chapter 18.74 RCW practical nurses
under chapter 18.79 RCW psychol ogists wunder chapter 18.83 RCW
regi stered nurses under chapter 18.79 RCW occupational therapists
licensed under chapter 18.59 RCW respiratory care practitioners
licensed under chapter 18.89 RCW veterinarians and veterinary
technicians under chapter 18.92 RCW health care assistants under
chapter 18.135 RCW nmnmssage practitioners under chapter 18.108 RCW
East Asian nedicine practitioners licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW
persons regi stered under chapter 18.19 RCW persons |licensed as nental
health counselors, marriage and famly therapists, and social workers
under chapter 18.225 RCW dietitians and nutritionists certified by
chapter 18.138 RCW radiologic technicians under chapter 18.84 RCW
((and)) nursing assistants registered or certified under chapter 18.88A
RCW_and nedical assistants-certified, nedical assistants-henodialysis
techni ci an, nedical assistants-phlebotom st, and nedical assistants-
registered certified and regi stered _under chapter 18.--- RCW (the new
chapter created in section 19 of this act).

(5) "Inspection"” nmeans the periodic exam nation of practitioners by
a state agency in order to ascertain whether the practitioners
occupation is being carried out in a fashion consistent wwth the public
health, safety, and wel fare.

ESSB 6237. SL p. 12
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(6) "Legislative commttees of reference” neans the standing
| egi sl ative comm ttees designated by the respective rules conmttees of
the senate and house of representatives to consider proposed
| egislation to regul ate heal th professions not previously regul at ed.

(7) "License," "licensing," and "licensure" nean permssion to
engage in a health profession which would otherwi se be unlawful in the
state in the absence of the permssion. A license is granted to those
i ndi vidual s who neet prerequisite qualifications to perform prescribed
heal t h professional tasks and for the use of a particular title.

(8) "Professional license" neans an individual, nontransferable
aut horization to carry on a health activity based on qualifications
whi ch include: (a) Graduation froman accredited or approved program
and (b) acceptable performance on a qualifying exam nation or series of
exam nat i ons.

(9) "Practitioner"™ neans an individual who (a) has achieved
know edge and skill by practice, and (b) is actively engaged in a
speci fied heal th profession.

(10) "Public nmenber" neans an individual who is not, and never was,
a nenber of the health profession being regulated or the spouse of a
menber, or an individual who does not have and never has had a materi al
financial interest in either the rendering of the health professional
service being regulated or an activity directly related to the
pr of essi on bei ng regul at ed.

(11) "Registration"” nmeans the formal notification which, prior to
rendering services, a practitioner shall submt to a state agency
setting forth the nanme and address of the practitioner; the |ocation,
nature and operation of the health activity to be practiced; and, if
required by the regulatory entity, a description of the service to be
provi ded.

(12) "Regulatory entity" neans any board, comm ssion, agency,
division, or other unit or subunit of state governnent which regul ates
one or nore professions, occupations, industries, businesses, or other
endeavors in this state.

(13) "State agency" includes every state office, departnment, board,
comm ssion, reqgulatory entity, and agency of the state, and, where
provided by | aw, prograns and activities involving |l ess than the full
responsibility of a state agency.
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Sec. 15. RCW18.120.020 and 2012 ¢ ... s 14 (section 14 of this
act) are each anended to read as fol |l ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Applicant group"” includes any health professional group or
organi zation, any individual, or any other interested party which
proposes that any health professional group not presently regul ated be
regul ated or which proposes to substantially increase the scope of
practice of the profession.

(2) "Certificate" and "certification" mean a voluntary process by
whi ch a statutory regulatory entity grants recognition to an individual
who (a) has net certain prerequisite qualifications specified by that
regul atory entity, and (b) nmay assune or use "certified" in the title
or designation to perform prescribed health professional tasks.

(3) "Grandfather clause"” neans a provision in a regulatory statute
applicable to practitioners actively engaged in the regulated health
profession prior to the effective date of the regulatory statute which
exenpts the practitioners fromneeting the prerequisite qualifications
set forth in the regulatory statute to perform prescri bed occupati onal
t asks.

(4) "Health professions” neans and includes the follow ng health
and health-related |icensed or regul ated professions and occupati ons:
Podi atric nedicine and surgery under chapter 18.22 RCW chiropractic
under chapter 18.25 RCW dental hygiene under chapter 18.29 RCW
dentistry under chapter 18.32 RCW denturism under chapter 18.30 RCW
di spensing opticians under chapter 18.34 RCW hearing instrunments under
chapter 18.35 RCW naturopaths under chapter 18.36A RCW enbal m ng and
funeral directing under chapter 18.39 RCW mdw fery under chapter
18.50 RCW nursing honme admnistration under chapter 18.52 RCW
optonetry under chapters 18.53 and 18.54 RCW ocul arists under chapter
18.55 RCW osteopathic nedicine and surgery under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW pharmacy under chapters 18.64 and 18.64A RCW nedicine
under chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW energency nedi ci ne under chapter
18. 73 RCW physical therapy under chapter 18.74 RCW practical nurses
under chapter 18.79 RCW psychol ogists wunder chapter 18.83 RCW
regi stered nurses under chapter 18.79 RCW occupational therapists
licensed under chapter 18.59 RCW respiratory care practitioners
licensed wunder chapter 18.89 RCW veterinarians and veterinary
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techni ci ans under chapter 18.92 RCW ((health—eare—assistants—under
chapter—18-135-RCOA-)) nassage practitioners under chapter 18.108 RCW
East Asian nedicine practitioners licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW
persons regi stered under chapter 18.19 RCW persons |licensed as nental
heal th counselors, nmarriage and famly therapists, and social workers
under chapter 18.225 RCW dietitians and nutritionists certified by
chapter 18.138 RCW radiologic technicians under chapter 18.84 RCW
nursing assistants registered or certified under chapter 18. 88A RCW
and nedical assistants-certified, nedical assistants-henodialysis
techni ci an, medical assistants-phlebotom st, and nedical assistants-
registered certified and regi stered under chapter 18.--- RCW (the new
chapter created in section 19 of this act).

(5) "lnspection"” neans the periodic exam nation of practitioners by
a state agency in order to ascertain whether the practitioners
occupation is being carried out in a fashion consistent wwth the public
health, safety, and wel fare.

(6) "Legislative commttees of reference” neans the standing
| egi sl ative conm ttees designated by the respective rules conmttees of
the senate and house of representatives to consider proposed
| egislation to regul ate heal th professions not previously regul at ed.

(7) "License," "licensing," and "licensure" nean permssion to
engage in a health profession which would otherwi se be unlawful in the
state in the absence of the permssion. A license is granted to those
i ndi vidual s who neet prerequisite qualifications to perform prescribed
heal t h professional tasks and for the use of a particular title.

(8) "Professional |icense" neans an individual, nontransferable
authorization to carry on a health activity based on qualifications
whi ch include: (a) Gaduation froman accredited or approved program
and (b) acceptabl e perfornmance on a qualifying exam nation or series of
exam nat i ons.

(9) "Practitioner"™ neans an individual who (a) has achieved
know edge and skill by practice, and (b) is actively engaged in a
speci fied heal th profession.

(10) "Public nenber" neans an individual who is not, and never was,
a nenber of the health profession being regulated or the spouse of a
menber, or an individual who does not have and never has had a materi al
financial interest in either the rendering of the health professional
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service being regulated or an activity directly related to the
pr of essi on bei ng regul at ed.

(11) "Registration"” neans the formal notification which, prior to
rendering services, a practitioner shall submt to a state agency
setting forth the nanme and address of the practitioner; the |ocation,
nature and operation of the health activity to be practiced; and, if
required by the regulatory entity, a description of the service to be
provi ded.

(12) "Regulatory entity" neans any board, conm ssion, agency,
division, or other unit or subunit of state governnent which regul ates
one or nore professions, occupations, industries, businesses, or other
endeavors in this state.

(13) "State agency" includes every state office, departnent, board,
comm ssion, reqgqulatory entity, and agency of the state, and, where
provided by | aw, prograns and activities involving less than the full
responsibility of a state agency.

Sec. 16. RCwW 18.130.040 and 2011 c¢c 41 s 11 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
commi ssions having jurisdiction in relation to the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.

(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the foll ow ng professions:

(1) D spensing opticians |licensed and desi gnated apprenti ces under
chapter 18.34 RCW

(i) Mdw ves |icensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(ti1) Ccularists licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(1v) Massage operators and businesses |icensed under chapter 18. 108
RCW

(v) Dental hygienists Iicensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vi) East Asian nedicine practitioners |icensed under chapter 18.06
RCW

(vii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

ESSB 6237. SL p. 16
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(viii) Respiratory care practitioners |icensed under chapter 18.89
RCW

(1 x) Hypnotherapists and agency affiliated counselors registered
and advi sors and counselors certified under chapter 18.19 RCW

(x) Persons licensed as nental health counselors, nental health
counsel or associates, marriage and famly therapists, marriage and
famly therapist associates, social workers, social work associ ates--
advanced, and social work associates--independent clinical under
chapter 18.225 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW

(xi1) Nursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 88A RCW

(xi1i) Health care assistants certified under chapter 18.135 RCW

(xiv) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

(xv) Chem cal dependency professionals and chem cal dependency
prof essional trainees certified under chapter 18.205 RCW

(xvi) Sex offender treatnent providers and certified affiliate sex
of fender treatnent providers certified under chapter 18.155 RCW

(xvii) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18.73 RCW or
RCW 18. 71. 205;

(xviii) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW

(xix) Othotists and prosthetists |icensed under chapter 18.200
RCW

(xx) Surgical technol ogi sts registered under chapter 18.215 RCW

(xxi) Recreational therapists ((funrder—ehapter—18-230-RCEA)) under
chapter 18.230 RCW

(xxii) Animal nmassage practitioners certified under chapter 18.240
RCW

(xxiii) Athletic trainers |licensed under chapter 18.250 RCW

(xxiv) Home care aides certified under chapter 18.88B RCW ((and))

(xxv) Cenetic counselors |licensed under chapter 18.290 RCW_ and

(xxvi) ~ Medical @ assistants-certified, @ nmedical  assistants-
henodi al ysis technician, nedi cal assistants-phlebotonist, and nedi cal
assi stants-reqgi stered certified and reqi stered under chapter 18.--- RCW

(the new chapter created in section 19 of this act).
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(b) The boards and conm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric nedical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(i1) The chiropractic quality assurance comm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.32 RCWgoverning |icenses i ssued under chapter 18.32 RCW and
|icenses and regi strations i ssued under chapter 18.260 RCW

(iv) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW

(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |icenses i ssued under chapter 18.53 RCW

(vii) The board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCW governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(1x) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18. 71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xii) The nursing care quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses and registrations issued under
t hat chapter;

(xiii) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW and

(xv) The board of naturopathy established in chapter 18. 36A RCW

(3) Inaddition to the authority to discipline |icense holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny |icenses.
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The disciplining authority may also grant a license subject to
condi ti ons.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anmong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.

Sec. 17. RCW18.130.040 and 2012 ¢ ... s 16 (section 16 of this
act) are each anended to read as fol |l ows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
commi ssions having jurisdiction in relation to the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.

(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the foll ow ng professions:

(1) D spensing opticians |licensed and desi gnated apprenti ces under
chapter 18.34 RCW

(i) Mdw ves |icensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(ti1) Ccularists licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(1v) Massage operators and busi nesses |icensed under chapter 18. 108
RCW

(v) Dental hygienists |icensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vi) East Asian nedicine practitioners |icensed under chapter 18.06
RCW

(vii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

(viii) Respiratory care practitioners |icensed under chapter 18.89
RCW

(1 x) Hypnotherapists and agency affiliated counselors registered
and advi sors and counselors certified under chapter 18.19 RCW

(x) Persons licensed as nental health counselors, nental health
counsel or associates, marriage and famly therapists, marriage and
famly therapist associates, social workers, social work associ ates--
advanced, and social work associates--independent clinical under
chapter 18.225 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW
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(xi1) MNursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 88A RCW

(xiii) ((Health care assistants certified under-chapter 18. 135 RCW

4vw)y)) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

((be)) (xiv) Chemcal dependency professionals and chem cal
dependency professional trainees certified under chapter 18.205 RCW

((be)) (xv) Sex offender treatnent providers and certified
affiliate sex offender treatnent providers certified under chapter
18. 155 RCW

((be+))) (xvi) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18.73
RCW or RCW18. 71. 205;

((be++H))) (xvii) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW

((e)) (xviii) Othotists and prosthetists |icensed under
chapter 18.200 RCW

((be)) (xix) Surgical technologists registered under chapter
18. 215 RCW

((bed)) (xx) Recreational therapists under chapter 18.230 RCW

((bed+))) XXl Ani mal nmassage practitioners certified under
chapter 18.240 RCW

((bed++>)) (xxii) Athletic trainers |licensed under chapter 18.250
RCW

((bed))) (xxiii) Honme care aides certified under chapter 18.88B
RCW

((beey)) (xxiv) Cenetic counselors licensed under chapter 18.290
RCW and

((beer))) (xxv) Medical assistants-certified, nedical assistants-
henodi al ysi s techni cian, nedical assistants-phlebotom st, and nedi cal
assi stants-registered certified and regi stered under chapter 18.--- RCW
(the new chapter created in section 19 of this act).

(b) The boards and conm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric nedical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(i1) The chiropractic quality assurance conmm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
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chapter 18.32 RCWgoverning |licenses i ssued under chapter 18.32 RCW and
| icenses and registrations i ssued under chapter 18.260 RCW

(iv) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW

(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |icenses i ssued under chapter 18.53 RCW

(vii) The board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCW governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(1x) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xii) The nursing care quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses and registrations issued under
t hat chapter;

(xiti) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW and

(xv) The board of naturopathy established in chapter 18. 36A RCW

(3) Inaddition to the authority to discipline |icense holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny I|icenses.
The disciplining authority may also grant a license subject to
condi ti ons.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anmong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.
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Sec. 18. RCW 18.135.055 and 1996 c¢ 191 s 83 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The health care facility or health care practitioner registering an
initial or continuing certification pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter shall conply wth adm nistrative procedures, admnistrative
requi renments, and fees determ ned by the secretary as provided in RCW
43.70. 250 and 43.70.280. For the purposes of setting fees under this
section, the secretary shall consider health care assistants and
persons_regqgistered_and_certified under_ chapter 18.--- RCW (the_ new
chapter created in section 19 of this act) as one profession.

All fees collected under this section shall be credited to the
heal t h professions account as required in RCW43. 70. 320.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. Sections 1 through 12 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. The followi ng acts or parts of acts, as now
existing or hereafter anended, are each repealed, effective July 1,
2016:

(1) RCW 18.135.010 (Practices authorized) and 2009 c 43 s 2, 2008
c 58 s 1, & 1984 c 281 s 1;

(2) RCW18.135.020 (Definitions) and 2009 ¢ 43 s 4, 2008 c 58 s 2,
2001 ¢ 22 s 2, & 1997 c 133 s 1;

(3) RCW18.135.025 (Rul es--Legislative intent) and 1986 ¢ 216 s 1;

(4) RCW 18.135.030 (Health care assistant profession--Duties--
Requi rements for certification--Rules) and 1999 ¢ 151 s 201, 1994 sp.s.
c 9 s 515, 1991 c 3 s 273, 1986 c 216 s 2, & 1984 c 281 s 4;

(5 RCW 18.135.035 (Requirenments for certification--MIlitary
trai ning or experience) and 2011 c 32 s 12;

(6) RCW 18.135.040 (Certification of health care assistants) and
2006 ¢ 242 s 3 & 1984 c 281 s 3;

(7) RCW 18.135.050 (Certification by health care facility or
practitioner--Roster--Recertification) and 1996 ¢ 191 s 82, 1991 c 3 s
274, & 1984 ¢ 281 s 5;

(8 RCW 18.135.055 (Registering an initial or continuing
certification--Fees) and 2012 ¢ ... s 18 (section 18 of this act), 1996
c 191 s 83, 1991 ¢ 3 s 275, & 1985 c 117 s 1,
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(9) RCW 18.135.060 (Conditions for performng authorized
functions--Renal dialysis) and 2001 ¢ 22 s 3, 2000 ¢ 171 s 30, & 1993
c 13 s 1;

(10) RCW 18.135.062 (Renal dialysis training task force--
Devel opment of core conpetencies) and 2001 ¢ 22 s 4;

(11) RCW18. 135. 065 (Del egation--Duties of del egator and del egat ee)
and 2009 ¢ 43 s 5, 2008 ¢ 58 s 3, 1991 ¢ 3 s 276, & 1986 c 216 s 4;

(12) RCW 18.135.070 (Conplaints--Violations--1lnvestigations--
D sciplinary action) and 1993 ¢ 367 s 11 & 1984 c 281 s 7,

(13) RCW 18. 135.090 (Performance of authorized functions) and 1984
c 281 s 9,

(14) RCW18.135.100 (Uniform Di sciplinary Act) and 1993 ¢ 367 s 12

(15) RCW 18.135.110 (Blood-drawi ng procedures--Not prohibited by
chapter--Requirenents) and 2006 ¢ 242 s 2; and

(16) RCW 18. 135.120 (Adm nistration of vaccines--Restrictions) and
2008 c 58 s 4.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. The secretary of health shall adopt any
rul es necessary to i nplement this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 22. Sections 1 through 12, 14, 16, and 18 of
this act take effect July 1, 2013.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. Sections 15 and 17 of this act take effect

July 1, 2016.

Passed by the Senate March 5, 2012.

Passed by the House February 29, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.
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