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5679-S AMH GOE REIL 076 

    

SSB 5679 - H COMM AMD   
By Committee on Government Operations & Elections 

NOT CONSIDERED 

 Strike everything after the enacting clause and in sert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  The legislature finds that regulatory 

processes impose significant costs on doing busines s and significantly 

influence investment behavior, location decisions, start-up activity, 

expansions, and hiring.  The legislature further fi nds that, for more 

than a decade, the executive and legislative branch es have called upon 

state agencies to review their regulations to achie ve meaningful 

regulatory reform and improve the regulatory climat e for Washington 

businesses.  However, a 2012 performance audit cond ucted by the state 

auditor's office found that the departments of ecol ogy, health, and 

labor and industries have not adopted sufficient st reamlining 

processes or formally measured the results of their  streamlining 

activities.  Thus, it is the intent of the legislat ure to formally 

direct these three state agencies to achieve the re gulatory reform 

that has been repeatedly called for by the governor  and the 

legislature. 

 

 NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 43.21A 

RCW to read as follows:   

 The department of ecology must establish a continu ous, formal 

review process of its rules.  The review must be ba sed on a 

prioritized work plan and must include rules relati ng to licenses, 

permits, and inspections.  The review must identify  rules that can 

be simplified, amended, or repealed with a goal to reduce the 

regulatory burden on businesses without compromisin g the public 
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health or safety.  Performance measures must be ado pted to assess 

the effectiveness of streamlining efforts.  The dep artment must 

establish a process for effectively applying sunset  provisions to 

rules when applicable.  The department must present  an update to the 

applicable committees of the legislature regarding its review 

process, performance measures, and accomplishments of its 

streamlining efforts by January 2014, and every oth er year 

thereafter. 

 

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 3.  A new section is added to chapter 43.22 RCW 

to read as follows:   

 The department of labor and industries must establ ish a 

continuous, formal review process of its rules.  Th e review must be 

based on a prioritized work plan and must include r ules relating to 

licenses, permits, and inspections.  The review mus t identify rules 

that can be simplified, amended, or repealed with a  goal to reduce 

the regulatory burden on businesses without comprom ising the public 

health or safety.  Performance measures must be ado pted to assess 

the effectiveness of streamlining efforts.  The dep artment must 

establish a process for effectively applying sunset  provisions to 

rules when applicable.  The department must present  an update to the 

applicable committees of the legislature regarding its review 

process, performance measures, and accomplishments of its 

streamlining efforts by January 2014, and every oth er year 

thereafter. 

 

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 4.  A new section is added to chapter 43.70 RCW 

to read as follows:   

 The department of health must establish a continuo us, formal 

review process of its rules.  The review must be ba sed on a 

prioritized work plan and must include rules relati ng to licenses, 

permits, and inspections.  The review must identify  rules that can 

be simplified, amended, or repealed with a goal to reduce the 

regulatory burden on businesses without compromisin g the public 
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health or safety.  Performance measures must be ado pted to assess 

the effectiveness of streamlining efforts.  The dep artment must 

establish a process for effectively applying sunset  provisions to 

rules when applicable.  The department must present  an update to the 

applicable committees of the legislature regarding its review 

process, performance measures, and accomplishments of its 

streamlining efforts by January 2014, and every oth er year 

thereafter." 
 

 
  EFFECT:  Requires that the formal review process b e a continuous 

process.  Requires that the review be based on a pr ioritized work 
plan and include rules relating to licenses, permit s, and 
inspections.  Requires that the review identify rul es that can be 
simplified, amended, or repealed.  Requires each de partment to 
present an update to the applicable committees of t he Legislature 
regarding its review process, performance measures,  and 
accomplishments of its streamlining efforts by Janu ary 2014 and 
every other year thereafter. 

 

--- END --- 

 


