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Brief Description:  Facilitating treatment for persons with co-occurring disorders by requiring

development of an integrated rule.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by 
Senators Rolfes and Keiser).

Brief Summary of Engrossed Substitute Bill

� Requires that a mental health agency with a waiver from chemical dependency 
requirements for treating patients with co-occurring mental health and chemical 
dependency disorders receive a renewal of that waiver if fully integrated rules for 
patients with co-occurring disorders are not in effect by May 1, 2014. 

Hearing Date:  3/14/13

Staff:  Chris Blake (786-7392).

Background: 

According to a 2010 report by the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), 
approximately half of all adults and children receiving chemical dependency services from the 
DSHS have a co-occurring mental health disorder.  Services for these mental health disorders 
and chemical dependency conditions are provided by mental health treatment programs and 
chemical dependency service providers.  

Mental health treatment programs must become licensed or certified by the DSHS as community 
support service providers to provide certain mental health services to publicly funded clients.  
The services include emergency crisis intervention, case management, psychiatric treatment, 
counseling and psychotherapy, day treatment, consumer employment, and peer support.  To 
obtain an initial license, an applicant must submit an application which is followed by an on-site 
review by the DSHS to examine agency policies and procedures, clinical records, financial 
documents, and other information.  Within 12 months a second site review is conducted which 
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includes a consumer chart review.  In addition, the applicant must meet the separate standards 
related to each of the specific services that it plans to offer.  There are additional requirements for 
those programs seeking to provide inpatient services.

Chemical dependency service providers must become certified by the DSHS to provide 
detoxification services, residential treatment services, outpatient treatment services, assessment 
services, and information and assistance services.  To become certified, an applicant must submit 
an application that includes a physical description of the facility, clinical manuals, sample patient 
records for each treatment service, and evidence of sufficient qualified staff to deliver the 
services.  In addition, the applicant must meet the separate standards related to each of the 
specific program services that it plans to offer.  Prior to issuing a certification to an applicant to 
become a nonresidential facility, the DSHS must conduct an on-site examination.  If the service 
provider seeks to become a residential facility, it must obtain a license from the Department of 
Health.  The DSHS is authorized to grant exemptions from certification requirements if it does
not violate federal, state, or tribal law.

Summary of Bill: 

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) must renew a waiver for a mental health 
agency to excuse compliance with chemical dependency requirements for treating patients with 
co-occurring mental health and chemical dependency disorders.  The renewal applies if the 
DSHS has not adopted fully integrated rules for patients with co-occurring disorders that are in 
effect by May 1, 2014.  Only mental health agencies with a waiver issued by January 1, 2013, 
may receive the renewal.  The renewed waiver is effective for three years.  The waiver renewal 
authority expires on June 30, 2014.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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