© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NN R R R R RRRPR R R
= O © 0o N O o W DN P O

ENGRCSSED HOUSE BI LL 1044

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Representati ves Cody, Jinkins, Takko, Blake, Mxwell, Lytton,
Moscoso, Fitzgi bbon, Tharinger, Bergquist, Cibborn, Pollet, Goodnman
Appl eton, Reykdal, Kirby, Geen, Van De Wwqge, Pettigrew, Sells,
Springer, Hunt, Moeller, Carlyle, Ryu, Haigh, Liias, Kagi, Tarleton
Peder sen, Me Coy, St anf or d, Hunt er, Hudgi ns, Farrell, O nsby,
Upt hegrove, Riccelli, Stonier, Fey, and Santos

Prefiled 01/10/ 13. Read first time 01/14/13. Referred to Conmittee
on Health Care & Wel | ness.

AN ACT Relating to preserving health insurance coverage for the
voluntary term nation of a pregnancy by requiring health plans issued
or renewed on or after January 1, 2014, that provide coverage for
maternity care or services to provide a covered person wth
substantially equival ent coverage to permt the voluntary term nation
of a pregnancy, by prohibiting a health plan fromlimting in any way
a woman's access to services related to the voluntary termnation of a
pregnancy other than ternms and conditions generally applicable to the
health plan's coverage of maternity care or services including
applicable cost sharing, by not Ilimting in any way a woman's
constitutionally or statutorily protected right to voluntarily
term nate a pregnancy, by clarifying that health plans are not required
to cover abortions that would be unlawful under RCW 9.02.120, by
providing an exenption for a nultistate plan that does not cover the
voluntary term nation of pregnancies under federal |aw, by making the
provi sions of this act inapplicable to the m nimum extent necessary to
avoi d nonconpliance with federal requirenents that are a prescribed
condition to the allocation of federal funds to the state, and by
clarifying that nothing in this act affects the statutory right of
obj ection based on conscience or religion as set forth in RCWA48. 43. 065
or 70.47.160; and adding a new section to chapter 48.43 RCW
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BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, if a
health plan issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2014, provides
coverage for maternity care or services, the health plan nust also
provide a covered person with substantially equivalent coverage to
permt the voluntary term nation of a pregnancy.

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a health plan
subject to subsection (1) of this section may not limt in any way a
woman' s access to services related to the voluntary term nation of a
pregnancy.

(b)(i) Coverage for the voluntary term nation of a pregnancy may be
subject to terns and conditions generally applicable to the health
plan's coverage of maternity care or services, including applicable
cost shari ng.

(1i) Ahealth planis not required to cover abortions that woul d be
unl awf ul under RCW9. 02. 120.

(3) Nothing in this section may be interpreted tolimt in any way
a wnmn's constitutionally or statutorily protected right to
voluntarily term nate a pregnancy.

(4) This section does not, pursuant to 42 U S.C. Sec. 18054(a)(6),
apply to a multistate plan that does not provide coverage for the
voluntary term nation of a pregnancy.

(5) If the application of this section to a health plan results in
nonconpl i ance with federal requirenents that are a prescribed condition
to the allocation of federal funds to the state, this section is
i napplicable to the plan to the m ni num extent necessary for the state
to be in conpliance. The inapplicability of this sectionto a specific
heal th pl an under this subsection does not affect the operation of this
section in other circunstances.

(6) The legislature recognizes that every individual possesses a
fundanental right to exercise their religious beliefs and conscience.
The legislature further recognizes that in devel oping public policy,
conflicting religious and noral beliefs nust be respected. Therefore,
whi | e recogni zing the right of conscientious objection to participating
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in specific health services, the state shall also recognize the right
of individuals enrolled with plans containing the basic health plan
services to receive the full range of services covered under the plan.

(7)(a) No individual health care provider, religiously sponsored
health carrier, or health care facility nmay be required by |aw or
contract in any circunstances to participate in the provision of or
paynment for a specific service if they object to so doing for reason of
conscience or religion. No person may be discrimnated against in
enpl oynent or professional privil eges because of such objection.

(b) The provisions of subsections (6) through (9) of this section
are not intended to result in an enrollee being denied tinely access to
any service included in the basic health plan services. Each health
carrier shall:

(i) Provide witten notice to enrollees, upon enrollnment with the
plan, listing services that the carrier refuses to cover for reason of
consci ence or religion;

(1i) Provide witten information describing how an enrollee my
directly access services in an expeditious manner; and

(ti1) Ensure that enrollees refused services under this section
have pronpt access to the information devel oped pursuant to (b)(ii) of
t his subsecti on.

(c) The insurance conm ssioner shall establish by rule a mechani sm
or nmechanisns to recognize the right to exercise conscience while
ensuring enrollees tinely access to services and to assure pronpt
paynent to service providers.

(8)(a) No individual or organization with a religious or nora
tenet opposed to a specific service my be required to purchase
coverage for that service or services if they object to doing so for
reason of conscience or religion.

(b) The provisions of subsections (6) through (9) of this section
shall not result in an enrollee being denied coverage of, and tinely
access to, any service or services excluded fromtheir benefits package
as aresult of their enployer's or another individual's exercise of the
consci ence clause in (a) of this subsection.

(c) The insurance comm ssioner shall define by rule the process
t hrough which health carriers may offer the basic health plan services
to individuals and organizations identified in (a) and (b) of this
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subsection in accordance wth the provisions of subsection (7)(c) of
this section.

(9) Nothing in subsections (6) through (8) of this section requires
a health carrier, health care facility, or health care provider to
provi de any health care services w thout appropriate paynent of prem um
or fee.

(10) No individual health care provider, religiously sponsored
health carrier, or health care facility nmay be required by |aw or
contract in any circunstances to participate in the provision of or
paynment for a specific service if they object to so doing for reason of
conscience or religion. No person may be discrimnated against in
enpl oynent or professional privileges because of such objection.

(11) No individual or organization with a religious or noral tenet
opposed to a specific service may be required to purchase coverage for
that service or services if they object to doing so for reason of
consci ence or religion.

~-- END ---
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