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AN ACT Relating to standards for the use of science to support
public policy; adding a new section to chapter 34.05 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that it 1is
critically inportant that scientific information used to inform public
policy be of the highest quality and integrity. Furthernore, the
| egi sl ature recogni zes that a public benefit is derived from greater
transparency as to what scientific information, data, or records are
being used to inform public policy or relied upon in agency decision
maki ng.

(2) Therefore, in order to help ensure that agencies routinely use
scientifically credible information in conducting their policy-making
functions, it is theintent of the legislature to have those sources of
scientific information reviewed and relied wupon by agencies be
identified in a clear and transparent way.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 34.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) Before taking a significant agency action, the departnment of
fish and wldlife nust identify the sources of information reviewed and
relied upon by the agency in the course of preparing to take
significant agency action. Peer-reviewed l|literature, if applicable,
must be identified, as well as any scientific literature or other
sources of information used. The departnent of fish and wildlife shal
make avail abl e on the agency's web site the index of records required
under RCW 42.56.070(6) that are relied upon, or invoked, in support of
a proposal for significant agency action.

(2)(a) For the purposes of this section, "significant agency
action" neans an act of the departnent of fish and wldlife that:

(1) Results in the devel opnment of a significant |legislative rule as
defined i n RCW34. 05. 328;

(i1) Results in the devel opment of technical guidance, technica
assessnents, or technical docunents that are used to directly support
i npl enentation of a state rule or state statute; or

(t1i1) Results in the developnent of fish and wildlife recovery
pl ans.

(b) "Significant agency action" does not include rule maki ng by the
departnment of fish and wildlife associated with fishing and hunting
rul es.

(3) This section is not intended to affect agency action regarding
i ndi vidual permtting, conpliance and enforcenent decisions, or
gui dance provi ded by an agency to a | ocal governnment on a case-by-case
basi s.
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