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HOUSE BI LL 1468

Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Sells, Reykdal, Manweller, Condotta, O nsby, Van
De Wege, Fagan, and Geen; by request of Departnent of Labor &
| ndustries

Read first tinme 01/28/13. Referred to Commttee on Labor & Wrkforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to paynent nmethods on certain claimnts' benefits;
and anmendi ng RCW 7.68.031, 7.68.033, 7.68.034, 51.04.080, 51.28.060,
51. 32. 040, 51.32.045, and 51.44.110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW7.68.031 and 2011 ¢ 346 s 201 are each anended to read
as follows:

On all clains under this chapter, claimants' witten or electronic
notices, orders, or ((war+rants)) paynents nust be forwarded directly to
the claimant until such tinme as there has been entered an order on the
cl ai m appeal able to the departnent. Caimants' witten or electronic
notices, orders, or ((warrants)) paynents may be forwarded to the
claimant in care of a representative before an order has been entered
if the claimant sets forth in witing the nane and address of the
representative to whom the claimant desires this information to be
f or war ded.

Sec. 2. RCW7.68.033 and 2011 ¢ 346 s 203 are each anended to read

as foll ows:
(1) Except as provided in RCW 43.20B. 720, 72.09.111, 74.20A. 260,

p. 1 HB 1468. SL
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and 51.32.380, no noney paid or payable under this chapter shall,

before the issuance and delivery of the ((eheek—er—warrant)) paynent,

or disbursenent of electronic funds or el ectronic paynent, be assigned,

charged, or taken in execution, attached, garnished, or pass or be paid
to any other person by operation of law, any form of voluntary
assignnent, or power of attorney. Any such assignnment or charge is

void unless the transfer is to a financial institution at the request

of a victim or other beneficiary and made in accordance with RCW
7.68.034.

(2)(a) If any victimsuffers an injury and dies fromit before he
or she receives paynent of any nonthly installnment covering financial
support for |ost wages for any period of tine before his or her death,
t he amount of the nonthly paynment shall be paid to the surviving spouse
or the child or children if there is no surviving spouse. |If thereis
no surviving spouse and no child or children, the anount of the nonthly
paynment shall be paid by the departnment and distributed consistent with
the terms of the decedent's will or, if the decedent dies intestate,
consistent with the terns of RCW11. 04. 015.

(b) Any application for conpensation under this subsection (2)
shall be filed with the departnment within one year of the date of
death. The department may satisfy its responsibilities under this
subsection (2) by sending any paynent due in the nane of the decedent
and to the |l ast known address of the decedent.

(3) Any victimor beneficiary receiving benefits under this chapter
who i s subsequently confined in, or who subsequently becones eligible
for benefits under this chapter while confined in, any institution
under conviction and sentence shall have all paynments of the
conpensation canceled during the period of confinenent. After
di scharge fromthe institution, paynent of benefits due afterward shal
be paid if the victimor beneficiary would, except for the provisions
of this subsection (3), otherwi se be eligible for them

Sec. 3. RCW7.68.034 and 2011 ¢ 346 s 204 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any victim or other recipient of benefits under this chapter may
el ect to have any paynents due paid by debit card or other electronic
neans _or transferred to such person's account in a financia
institution for either: (1) Credit to the recipient's account in such

HB 1468. SL p. 2
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financial institution; or (2) imediate transfer therefrom to the
recipient's account in any other financial institution. A single
((wer+ant)) paynent may be drawn in favor of such financia
institution, for the total anobunt due the recipients involved, and
witten directions provided to such financial institution of the anount
to be credited to the account of arecipient or to be transferred to an
account in another financial institution for such recipient. The
i ssuance and delivery by the disbursing officer of a ((war+rant))
paynent in accordance with the procedure set forth in this section and
proper endorsenent thereof by the financial institution shall have the
sane | egal effect as paynent directly to the recipient.
For the purposes of this section, "financial institution" shal

have the neani ng given in RCW41. 04. 240 as now or hereafter anended.

Sec. 4. RCWH51.04.080 and 2007 ¢ 78 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

On all clainms under this title, claimants’' witten notices, orders,
or ((warrants)) paynents nust be forwarded directly to the claimant
until such tine as there has been entered an order on the claim
appeal able to the board of industrial insurance appeals. Caimnts'
written notices, orders, or ((warrants)) paynents may be forwarded to
the claimant in care of a representative before an order has been
entered if the claimant sets forth in witing the nane and address of
the representative to whomthe claimnt desires this information to be
f or war ded.

Sec. 5. RCW51.28.060 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 350 s 35 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

A dependent shall at all tinmes furnish the departnment w th proof
satisfactory to the director of the nature, anmpunt, and extent of the
contribution nade by the deceased worker.

Proof of dependency by any beneficiary residing without the United
States shall be nmade before the nearest United States consul or
consul ar agency, under the seal of such consul or consul ar agent, and
the departnment nmay cause any ((warrant—er—warrants)) paynents to which
such beneficiary is entitled to be transmtted to the beneficiary
t hrough the nearest United States consul or consul ar agent.

p. 3 HB 1468. SL
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Sec. 6. RCWH51.32.040 and 2003 ¢ 379 s 27 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW 43.20B. 720, 72.09.111, 74.20A 260,
and 51. 32.380, no noney paid or payable under this title shall, before
the issuance and delivery of the ((eheek—er—war+rant)) paynent, be
assigned, charged, or taken in execution, attached, garnished, or pass
or be paid to any other person by operation of law, any form of
vol untary assignnent, or power of attorney. Any such assignnent or
charge is void unless the transfer is to a financial institution at the
request of a worker or other beneficiary and nade in accordance with
RCW 51. 32. 045.

(2)(a) If any worker suffers (i) a permanent partial injury and
dies from sone other cause than the accident which produced the injury
before he or she receives paynent of the award for the pernanent
partial injury or (ii) any other injury before he or she receives
paynment of any nonthly install nent covering any period of tinme before
his or her death, the anmount of the permanent partial disability award
or the nonthly paynent, or both, shall be paid to the surviving spouse
or the child or children if there is no surviving spouse. |If thereis
no surviving spouse and no child or children, the award or the anount
of the nonthly paynent shall be paid by the departnent or self-insurer
and distributed consistent wwth the terns of the decedent's will or, if
the decedent dies intestate, consistent wth the terns of RCW
11. 04. 015.

(b) I'f any worker suffers an injury and dies fromit before he or
she receives paynent of any nonthly installnment covering tinme |oss for
any period of tinme before his or her death, the anount of the nonthly
paynent shall be paid to the surviving spouse or the child or children
if there is no surviving spouse. |If there is no surviving spouse and
no child or children, the anount of the nonthly paynent shall be paid
by the departnent or self-insurer and distributed consistent with the
terms of the decedent's wll or, if the decedent dies intestate,
consistent with the terns of RCW11. 04. 015.

(c) Any application for conpensation under this subsection (2)
shall be filed with the departnent or self-insuring enployer within one
year of the date of death. The departnent or self-insurer may satisfy
its responsibilities under this subsection (2) by sending any paynent

HB 1468. SL p. 4
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due in the nane of the decedent and to the |ast known address of the
decedent.

(3)(a) Any worker or beneficiary receiving benefits under this
title who is subsequently confined in, or who subsequently becones
eligible for benefits wunder this title while confined in, any
institution under conviction and sentence shall have all paynments of
the conpensation canceled during the period of confinenent. After
di scharge fromthe institution, paynent of benefits due afterward shal
be paid if the worker or beneficiary would, except for the provisions
of this subsection (3), otherwi se be entitled to them

(b) If any prisoner is injured in the course of his or her
enpl oynent while participating in a work or training release program
aut hori zed by chapter 72.65 RCW and is subject to the provisions of
this title, he or she is entitled to paynents under this title, subject
to the requirements of chapter 72.65 RCW unless his or her
participation in the program has been cancel ed, or unless he or she is
returned to a state correctional institution, as defined in RCW
72.65.010(3), as aresult of revocation of parole or new sentence.

(c) If the confined worker has any beneficiaries during the
confinenment period during which benefits are cancel ed under (a) or (b)
of this subsection, they shall be paid directly the nonthly benefits
whi ch woul d have been paid to the worker for hinself or herself and the
wor ker' s beneficiaries had the worker not been confined.

(4) Any lunp sum benefits to which a worker would otherw se be
entitled but for the provisions of this section shall be paid on a
mont hly basis to his or her beneficiaries.

Sec. 7. RCWH51.32.045 and 1982 ¢ 109 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any worker or other recipient of benefits under this title may
el ect to have any paynents due paid by debit card or other electronic
neans _or transferred to such person's account in a financia
institution for either: (1) Credit to the recipient's account in such
financial institution; or (2) imediate transfer therefrom to the
recipient's account in any other financial institution. The debit card
or other electronic neans paynent option is available at the discretion
of the departnent or_ self-insured_enployer, and the_ recipient nust
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request in witing on_a departnent-approved form or other departnent-
approved nethod_that the recipient's paynents be nade_ through_ this
paynment option.

A single ((warrant)) paynent may be drawn in favor of such
financial institution, for the total amunt due the recipients
i nvolved, and witten directions provided to such financial institution
of the ampbunt to be credited to the account of a recipient or to be
transferred to an account in another financial institution for such
recipient. The issuance and delivery by the disbursing officer of a
((wer+ant)) paynent in accordance with the procedure set forth in this
section and proper indorsenent thereof by the financial institution
shal | have the sane | egal effect as paynent directly to the recipient.

For the purposes of this section, "financial institution" shall
have the neani ng given in RCW41.04. 240 as now or hereafter anended.

Sec. 8. RCW51.44.110 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 350 s 68 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

D sbursenment out of the several funds shall be made only upon
warrants or_paynents drawn by the departnment. The state treasurer
shall pay every warrant or paynent out of the fund upon which it is
dr awn. If, at any tine, there shall not be sufficient noney in the
fund on which any such warrant or paynent is drawn wherewith to pay the
sane, the enployer on account of whose worker it was that the warrant
or paynent was drawn shall pay the sanme, and he or she shall be
credited upon his or her next followi ng contribution to such fund the
anount so paid with interest thereon at the legal rate fromthe date of
such paynent to the date such next followng contribution becane
payabl e and, if the amobunt of the credit shall exceed the anount of the
contribution, he or she shall have a warrant or paynent upon the sane
fund for the excess and, if any such warrant or paynent shall not be so
paid, it shall remain, neverthel ess, payable out of the fund.

Passed by the House March 9, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2013.

Approved by the Governor May 3, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 3, 2013.
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