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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2626

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By House Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Seaqui st, Hal er, Reykdal, G egerson, Pollet, and Mbscoso)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to establishing statew de educational attainnment
goal s; creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that increasing
educational attainment is vital to the well-being of Washi ngtoni ans and
critical to the health of the state's econony. Education opens doors
to gai nful enploynent, higher wages, increased job benefits, inproved
physi cal health, and increased civic engagenent. Educated workers who
are capabl e of conpeting for high-demand jobs in today's gl obal econony
sustain existing enployers and attract new businesses. These
individuals with conpetitive higher education credentials directly
contribute to the state's economc growh and vitality.

(2) The legislature finds that workforce and |[|abor market
projections estimate that by 2020 the vast mgjority of jobs in
Washington will require at |least a high school diplom or equival ent
and seventy percent of those jobs will also require sone postsecondary
educati on.

(3) The legislature finds that current Ievels of educational
attainment are inadequate to address the educational needs of the
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state. In 2013, eighty-nine percent of WAashington adults ages twenty-
five to forty-four had a high school diplom or equivalent, and |ess
than fifty percent of Washington adults ages twenty-five to forty-four
have a postsecondary credenti al.

(4) The legislature recognizes that one of the nobst inportant
duties of the student achievenent council is to propose educationa
attai nment goals to the governor and | egi sl ature and devel op a ten-year
roadmap to achi eve those goals, to be updated every two years.

*Sec. 1 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Acknow edging the recomendations in the
hi gher education ten-year roadmap, the |l egislature is encouraged by the
student achi evenent council's efforts to neet the follow ng two goal s
in order to neet the societal and econom ¢ needs of the future:

(1) Al adults in Washington ages twenty-five to forty-four wll
have a hi gh school diploma or equival ent by 2023; and

(2) At |east seventy percent of Washington adults ages twenty-five
to forty-four will have a postsecondary credential by 2023.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires July 1, 2016.

Passed by the House March 11, 2014.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2014.

Approved by the Governor April 3, 2014, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 4, 2014.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to Section 1,
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2626 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to establishing statew de educational attainnent
goal s. "

Wth this legislation we are taking the inportant step of adopting
post - secondary attai nment goals for all Washi ngtoni ans.

Section 1 is an intent section that discusses the |abor market and
attai nnent statistics and is not necessary to interpret or inplenent
t he substantive provisions of the bill.

For these reasons | have vetoed Section 1 of Engrossed Substitute
House Bill No. 2626.

Wth the exception of Section 1, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No.
2626 is approved.”
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