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SENATE BI LL 5092

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By Senators Benton, Shin, Braun, Roach, and Honeyford

Read first tine 01/17/13. Referred to Commttee on Health Care .

AN ACT Relating to providing an exenption from continuing
conpetency requirenents for regi stered nurses who seek advanced nursi ng
degrees; and anendi ng RCW 18. 79. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.79.110 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 411 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The commi ssion shall keep a record of all of its proceedings
and make such reports to the governor as nmay be required. The
comm ssion shall define by rules what constitutes specialized and
advanced | evels of nursing practice as recognized by the nedical and
nursi ng profession. The conm ssion may adopt rules or issue advisory
opinions in response to questions put to it by professional health
associations, nursing practitioners, and consuners in this state
concerning the authority of various categories of nursing practitioners
to performparticul ar acts.

(2) The comm ssion shall approve curricula and shall establish
criteria for mninum standards for schools preparing persons for
i censing as regi stered nur ses, advanced regi stered nurse
practitioners, and |icensed practical nurses under this chapter. The
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comm ssion shall approve such schools of nursing as neet the
requirenents of this chapter and the comm ssion, and the conm ssion
shal | approve establishnent of basic nursing education prograns and
shall establish criteria as to the need for and the size of a program
and the type of program and the geographical |ocation. The conmm ssion
shall establish criteria for proof of reasonable currency of know edge

and skill as a basis for safe practice after three years' inactive or
| apsed status. The commi ssion shall establish criteria for |icensing
by endor senent . The conmm ssi on shal | det erm ne exam nation
requirenents for applicants for Jlicensing as registered nurses,

advanced regi stered nurse practitioners, and |licensed practical nurses
under this chapter, and shall certify to the secretary for licensing
duly qualified applicants.

(3) The conmmi ssion shall adopt rules on continuing conpetency. The
rules nust include exenptions from the continuing _ conpetency
requirenents for registered nurses seeking advanced nursing degrees.
Nothing in_this_ subsection prohibits the comm ssion_ from providing
additi onal exenptions_for any person_credentialed under this chapter
who is enrolled in an advanced educati on program

(4) The conmm ssion shall adopt such rules under chapter 34.05 RCW

as are necessary to fulfill the purposes of this chapter.
(5) The comm ssion is the successor in interest of the board of
nursing and the board of practical nur si ng. Al | contracts

undert aki ngs, agreenents, rules, regulations, decisions, orders, and
policies of the fornmer board of nursing or the board of practica
nursing continue in full force and effect under the comm ssion unti

t he conmm ssion anends or rescinds those rules, regul ations, decisions,
orders, or policies.

(6) The nenbers of the conmmssion are immune from suit in an
action, civil or crimnal, based on its disciplinary proceedings or
other official acts performed in good faith as nenbers of the
conmi ssi on.

(7) \Whenever the workload of the commssion requires, the
conm ssion may request that the secretary appoint pro tenpore nenbers
of the comm ssion. \When serving, pro tenpore nenbers of the conm ssion
have all of the powers, duties, and inmmunities, and are entitled to all
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of the enolunents, including travel expenses, of regularly appointed
menbers of the conm ssion.

Passed by the Senate April 23, 2013.

Passed by the House April 17, 2013.

Approved by the Governor May 14, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 14, 2013.
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