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1299-S AMH FARR RUSS 077 

    

SHB 1299 - H AMD  375 
By Representative Farrell 

ADOPTED 04/09/2015 

 On page 3, beginning on line 1, beginning with "Th e appropriation" 

strike all material through "maintenance" on line 1 8 and insert the 

following: 

 "The appropriation in this section is subject to t he following 

conditions and limitations: The utilities and trans portation 

commission shall coordinate a state agency work gro up in 2015 that 

will identify issues, laws, and regulations relevan t to consolidating 

rail employee safety and regulatory functions in th e utilities and 

transportation commission, and report those finding s to the joint 

transportation committee by December 31, 2015. Stat e agencies in the 

work group must include the department of transport ation, the 

department of labor and industries, the emergency m anagement division 

of the state military department, and any other rel evant agencies. The 

report must address: An inventory of state rail emp loyee safety 

regulatory authority, including rail employee safet y laws and 

regulations; issues pertaining to state rail safety  inspectors, 

including enforcement authority, staffing, training , and retention; 

and information relating to the enhancement of rail  employee safety, 

yard conditions, lighting, and appliance maintenanc e" 

 

 On page 9, beginning on line 19, strike all of sub section (4) and 

insert the following: 

 "(4)(a) $250,000 of the multimodal transportation account—state 

appropriation is for the joint transportation commi ttee to coordinate 

a work group that will make recommendations on cons olidating rail 

employee safety regulatory functions in Washington state into the 

utilities and transportation commission. 
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 (b) This work group must be composed of one repres entative from 

each of the following: (i) The utilities and transp ortation 

commission, (ii) the department of labor and indust ries, (iii) the 

attorney general's office, (iv) a class 1 rail carr ier, and (v) a 

short line rail operator designated as a class 2 or  3 carrier. The 

work group must also include two representatives fr om railroad 

operating craft labor organizations, and four membe rs of the 

legislature with one member from each caucus of the  house of 

representatives and one member from each caucus of the senate. The 

work group may consult with the department of trans portation and the 

emergency management division of the state military  department as 

needed.   

 (c) The work group's examination must include a re view of other 

states' efforts to consolidate rail employee safety  regulatory 

authority within a single agency and identify barri ers to such 

consolidation in Washington. 

 (d) By December 31, 2016, the joint transportation  committee must 

provide a final report to the legislature summarizi ng the work group's 

findings, providing recommendations on how such a c onsolidation of all 

state rail employee safety and employee safety regu latory functions 

should occur, and including statutory revisions tha t may be necessary 

to accomplish this consolidation." 
 

 
  EFFECT:    

• Limits a report by the Utilities and Transportation  Commission 
(UTC) to only rail employee safety and regulatory f unctions. 

• Removes the Department of Ecology from the list of agencies that 
the UTC must work with in completing the report. 

• Removes date references regarding when the Joint Tr ansportation 
Committee (JTC) must convene a work group relating to rail 
safety and regulatory matters. 

• Removes the Department of Transportation, the Depar tment of 
Ecology, and the Emergency Management Division of t he State 
Military Department from the list of agencies that must 
participate in the JTC's work group, but allows the  work group 
to consult with the Department of Transportation an d the 
Emergency management Division of the State Military  Department. 

• Limits the work group's focus to rail employee safe ty, instead 
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of all rail safety regulatory functions.  
 
 FISCAL IMPACT: No net change to appropriated level s. 
 

 

--- END --- 

 


