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1299-S AMH HARM RUSS 076 

    

SHB 1299 - H AMD  368 
By Representative Harmsworth 

WITHDRAWN 04/09/2015 

 On page 75, after line 12, insert the following: 

 " Sec. 709.  RCW 47.56.880 and 2011 c 369 s 3 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) The imposition of tolls for express toll lanes on Interstate 

405 between the junctions with Interstate 5 on the north end and NE 

6th Street in the city of Bellevue on the south end  is authorized, 

Interstate 405 is designated an eligible toll facil ity, and toll 

revenue generated in the corridor must only be expe nded as allowed 

under RCW 47.56.820. 

(2) Tolls for the express toll lanes must be set as  follows: 

(a) The schedule of toll rates must be set by the t olling 

authority pursuant to RCW 47.56.850. Toll rates may  vary in amount 

by time of day, level of traffic congestion within the highway 

facility, or other criteria, as the tolling authori ty deems 

appropriate. 

(b) In those locations with two express toll lanes in each 

direction, the toll rate must be the same in both l anes. 

(c) Toll charges may not be assessed on transit bus es and 

vanpools. 

(d) The department shall establish performance stan dards for 

travel time, speed, and reliability for the express  toll lanes 

project. The department must automatically adjust t he toll rate 

within the schedule established by the tolling auth ority, using 

dynamic tolling, to ensure that average vehicle spe eds in the lanes 

remain above forty-five miles per hour at least nin ety percent of 

the time during peak hours. 



 

1299-S AMH HARM RUSS 076 Official Print - 2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

(e) The tolling authority shall periodically review  the toll 

rates against traffic performance of all lanes to d etermine if the 

toll rates are effectively maintaining travel time,  speed, and 

reliability on the highway facilities. 

(3) The department may construct and operate expres s toll lanes 

on Interstate 405 between the city of Bellevue on t he south end and 

Interstate 5 on the north end. Operation of the exp ress toll lanes 

may not commence until the department has completed  capacity 

improvements necessary to provide a two-lane system  from NE 6th 

Street in the city of Bellevue to state route numbe r 522 and the 

conversion of the existing high occupancy vehicle l ane to an express 

toll lane between state route number 522 and the ci ty of Lynnwood. 

Construction of the capacity improvements described  in this 

subsection, including items that enable implementat ion of express 

toll lanes such as conduit and other underground fe atures, must 

begin as soon as practicable. However, any contract  term regarding 

tolling equipment, such as gantries, barriers, or c ameras, for 

Interstate 405 may not take effect unless specific appropriation 

authority is provided in 2012 stating that funding is provided 

solely for tolling equipment on Interstate 405. The  department shall 

work with local jurisdictions to minimize and monit or impacts to 

local streets and, after consultation with local ju risdictions, 

recommend mitigation measures to the legislature in  those locations 

where it is appropriate. 

(4)(a) During the first one hundred eighty days of operation of 

any segment of the Interstate 405 express toll lane s, the department 

must examine the minimum average operating speed in  the express toll 

lanes within each segment. If, during that time, an y segment 

maintains a minimum average operating speed of 45 m iles per hour or 

greater 90 percent of the time during both morning or evening 

weekday peak hour periods, the department must then  allow toll-free 

travel in that segment of the express toll lanes fo r any vehicle 

carrying two or more people. If instead, during tha t time, any 

segment fails to maintain a minimum average operati ng speed of 45 
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miles per hour or greater 90 percent of the time du ring both morning 

or evening weekday peak hour periods, the departmen t may then 

continue to restrict toll-free travel in that segme nt of the express 

toll lanes to only vehicles carrying three or more people, but this 

restriction may continue to be imposed only during the morning and 

evening peak hours. 

(b) If the department is required to allow toll-fre e travel for 

any vehicle carrying two or more people pursuant to  subsection (a) 

of this section, during the subsequent one hundred eighty days of 

operation of any segment of the Interstate 405 expr ess toll lanes, 

the department must examine the minimum average ope rating speed in 

the express toll lanes within each segment. If, dur ing that time, 

any segment fails to maintain a minimum average ope rating speed of 

45 miles per hour or greater 90 percent of the time  during both 

morning or evening weekday peak hour periods, the d epartment may 

then restrict toll-free travel in that segment of t he express toll 

lanes to only vehicles carrying three or more peopl e. If instead, 

during that time, any segment maintains a minimum a verage operating 

speed of 45 miles per hour or greater 90 percent of  the time during 

both morning or evening weekday peak hour periods, the department 

must then continue to allow toll-free travel in tha t segment of the 

express toll lanes for any vehicle carrying two or more people. 

(c) In determining whether toll-free access to the express toll 

lanes must be limited to vehicles carrying three or  more people, the 

department must analyze each segment of the Interst ate 405 express 

toll lane separately.  

(d) For the purposes of this section, the portion o f Interstate 

405 on which there will be two express toll lanes r unning in each 

direction shall be considered one segment, and the portion of 

Interstate 405 on which there will be one express t oll lane running 

in each direction shall be considered another segme nt. 

(e) This subsection (4) expires on June 30, 2017. 

(5) The department shall monitor the express toll l anes project 

and shall annually report to the transportation com mission and the 
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legislature on the impacts from the project on the following 

performance measures: 

(a) Whether the express toll lanes maintain speeds of forty-five 

miles per hour at least ninety percent of the time during peak 

periods; 

(b) Whether the average traffic speed changed in th e general 

purpose lanes; 

(c) Whether transit ridership changed; 

(d) Whether the actual use of the express toll lane s is 

consistent with the projected use; 

(e) Whether the express toll lanes generated suffic ient revenue 

to pay for all Interstate 405 express toll lane-rel ated operating 

costs; 

(f) Whether travel times and volumes have increased  or decreased 

on adjacent local streets and state highways; and 

(g) Whether the actual gross revenues are consisten t with 

projected gross revenues as identified in the fisca l note for 

Engrossed House Bill No. 1382 distributed by the of fice of financial 

management on March 15, 2011. 

(((5))) (6)(a) If after two years of operation of t he express 

toll lanes on Interstate 405 performance measures l isted in 

subsection (((4))) (5)(a) and (e) of this section a re not being met, 

the express toll lanes project must be terminated a s soon as 

practicable. 

 (b) During the 2015-2017 fiscal biennium, for the purposes of 

this subsection (6), "operation of the express toll  lanes on 

Interstate 405" means the operation of express toll  lanes along the 

entire length of Interstate 405 between Lynnwood an d where State 

Route 167 meets Interstate 405. 

(((6))) (7) The department, in consultation with th e 

transportation commission, shall consider making op erational changes 

necessary to fix any unintended consequences of imp lementing the 

express toll lanes project. 
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 (((7))) (8) A violation of the lane restrictions a pplicable to the 

express toll lanes established under this section i s a traffic 

infraction." 

 

Renumber the remaining sections consecutively and c orrect any 

internal references accordingly. Correct the title.    
 

 
  EFFECT:    

• Requires the WSDOT to examine the average speed in each segment 
of the I-405 express toll lanes for the first 180 d ays of the 
lanes' operation. 

• Requires the WSDOT to provide toll-free access to s egments of 
the I-405 express toll lanes for vehicles carrying two or more 
people, if the lanes meet certain average speed req uirements 
during the first 180 days of the lanes' operation. 

• Requires the WSDOT to examine the average speed in each segment 
of the I-405 express toll lanes for the subsequent 180 days of 
the lanes' operation, if toll-free access is grante d to 
vehicles carrying two or more people. 

• Requires the WSDOT to restrict toll-free access to segments of 
the I-405 express toll lanes to vehicles carrying t hree or more 
people if the lanes fail to meet certain average sp eed 
requirements during the subsequent 180 days of the lanes' 
operation. 

• Delays, during the 2015-2017 fiscal biennium, the t ime period 
after which the express toll lane operation must be  ceased if 
certain performance measures are not met to after 2  years of 
operation of express toll lanes along the entire le ngth of 
Interstate 405 between Lynnwood and State Route 167 . 

 
 FISCAL IMPACT: No net change to appropriated level s. 
 

 

--- END --- 

 


