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5077-S AMS HASE NOAH 052 

    

SSB 5077 - S AMD  356 
By Senators Hasegawa, McAuliffe, Jayapal, McCoy 

NOT ADOPTED 04/02/2015 

 On page 120, line 5, increase the General Fund--St ate (FY 2016) 

appropriation by $2,532,000. 

 On page 120, line 6, increase the General Fund--St ate (FY 2017) 

appropriation by $2,531,000. 

 Adjust the total appropriation accordingly. 

 

On page 279, after line 23, insert the following: 

"  Sec. 964.  RCW 28A.600.490 and 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 301 are  

each amended to read as follows: 

(1) The office of the superintendent of public inst ruction shall 

convene a discipline task force to develop standard  definitions for 

causes of student disciplinary actions taken at the  discretion of 

the school district. The task force must also devel op data 

collection standards for disciplinary actions that are discretionary 

and for disciplinary actions that result in the exc lusion of a 

student from school. The data collection standards must include data 

about education services provided while a student i s subject to a 

disciplinary action, the status of petitions for re admission to the 

school district when a student has been excluded fr om school, credit 

retrieval during a period of exclusion, and school dropout as a 

result of disciplinary action. 

(2) The discipline task force shall include represe ntatives from 

the K-12 data governance group, the educational opp ortunity gap 

oversight and accountability committee, the state e thnic 

commissions, the governor's office of Indian affair s, the office of 

the education ((ombudsman [ombuds])) ombuds, school  districts, 
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tribal representatives, and other education and adv ocacy 

organizations. 

(3) The office of the superintendent of public inst ruction and 

the K-12 data governance group shall revise the sta tewide student 

data system to incorporate the student discipline d ata collection 

standards recommended by the discipline task force,  and begin 

collecting data based on the revised standards in t he 2015-16 school 

year. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 965.  A new section is added to chapter 

28A.320 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) School districts shall annually disseminate dis cipline 

policies and procedures to students, families, and the community. 

(2) School districts shall use disaggregated data c ollected 

pursuant to RCW 28A.300.042 to monitor the impact o f the school 

district's discipline policies and procedures. 

(3) School districts, in consultation with school d istrict 

staff, students, families, and the community, shall  periodically 

review and update their discipline rules, policies,  and procedures. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 966.  A new section is added to chapter 

28A.345 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The Washington state school directors' associat ion shall 

create model school district discipline policies an d procedures and 

post these models publicly by December 1, 2015. In developing these 

model policies and procedures, the association shal l request 

technical assistance and guidance from the equity a nd civil rights 

office within the office of the superintendent of p ublic instruction 

and the Washington state human rights commission. T he model policies 

and procedures shall be updated as necessary. 

(2) School districts shall adopt discipline policie s and 

procedures consistent with the model policy by Apri l 1, 2016. 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 967.  A new section is added to chapter 

28A.415 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The office of the superintendent of public inst ruction shall 

develop a training program to support the implement ation of 

discipline policies and procedures under chapter 28 A.600 RCW. 

(2) School districts are strongly encouraged to pro vide the 

trainings to all school and district staff interact ing with 

students, including instructional staff and noninst ructional staff, 

as well as within a reasonable time following any s ubstantive change 

to school discipline policies or procedures. 

(3) To the maximum extent feasible, the trainings m ust 

incorporate or adapt existing online training or cu rriculum, 

including securing materials or curriculum under co ntract or 

purchase agreements within available funds. 

(4) The trainings must be developed in modules that  allow: 

(a) Access to material over a reasonable number of training 

sessions; 

(b) Delivery in person or online; and 

(c) Use in a self-directed manner. 

Sec. 968.  RCW 28A.600.015 and 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 302 are  

each amended to read as follows: 

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt and 

distribute to all school districts lawful and reaso nable rules 

prescribing the substantive and procedural due proc ess guarantees of 

pupils in the common schools. Such rules shall auth orize a school 

district to use informal due process procedures in connection with 

the short-term suspension of students to the extent  constitutionally 

permissible: PROVIDED, That the superintendent of p ublic instruction 

deems the interest of students to be adequately pro tected. When a 

student suspension or expulsion is appealed, the ru les shall 

authorize a school district to impose the suspensio n or expulsion 

temporarily after an initial hearing for no more th an ten 

consecutive school days or until the appeal is deci ded, whichever is 
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earlier. Any days that the student is temporarily s uspended or 

expelled before the appeal is decided shall be appl ied to the term 

of the student suspension or expulsion and shall no t limit or extend 

the term of the student suspension or expulsion. An  expulsion or 

suspension of a student may not be for an indefinit e period of time. 

(2) Short-term suspension procedures may be used fo r suspensions 

of students up to and including, ten consecutive sc hool days. 

(3) Emergency expulsions must end or be converted t o another 

form of corrective action within ten school days fr om the date of 

the emergency removal from school. Notice and due p rocess rights 

must be provided when an emergency expulsion is con verted to another 

form of corrective action. 

(4) School districts may not impose long-term suspe nsion or 

expulsion as a form of discretionary discipline. 

(5) As used in this chapter, "discretionary discipl ine" means a 

disciplinary action taken by a school district for student behavior 

that violates rules of student conduct adopted by a  school district 

board of directors under RCW 28A.600.010 and 28A.60 0.015, but does 

not constitute action taken in response to any of t he following: 

(a) A violation of RCW 28A.600.420; 

(b) An offense in RCW 13.04.155; or 

(c) Two or more violations of RCW 9A.46.120, 9.41.2 80, 

28A.600.455, 28A.635.020, or 28A.635.060 within a t hree-year period. 

(6) Except as provided in RCW 28A.600.420, school d istricts are 

not required to impose long-term suspension or expu lsion for 

behavior that constitutes a violation or offense li sted under 

subsection (5)(a) through (c) of this section and s hould first 

consider alternative actions. 

(7) School districts may not suspend the provision of 

educational services to a student as a disciplinary  action. A 

student may be excluded from a particular classroom  or instructional 

or activity area for the period of suspension or ex pulsion, but the 

school district must provide an opportunity for a s tudent to receive 

educational services during a period of suspension or expulsion. 
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Sec. 969.  RCW 28A.600.020 and 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 303 are  

each amended to read as follows: 

(1) The rules adopted pursuant to RCW 28A.600.010 s hall be 

interpreted to ensure that the optimum learning atm osphere of the 

classroom is maintained, and that the highest consi deration is given 

to the judgment of qualified certificated educators  regarding 

conditions necessary to maintain the optimum learni ng atmosphere. 

(2) Any student who creates a disruption of the edu cational 

process in violation of the building disciplinary s tandards while 

under a teacher's immediate supervision may be excl uded by the 

teacher from his or her individual classroom and in structional or 

activity area for all or any portion of the balance  of the school 

day, or up to the following two days, or until the principal or 

designee and teacher have conferred, whichever occu rs first. Except 

in emergency circumstances, the teacher first must attempt one or 

more alternative forms of corrective action. In no event without the 

consent of the teacher may an excluded student retu rn to the class 

during the balance of that class or activity period  or up to the 

following two days, or until the principal or his o r her designee 

and the teacher have conferred. 

(3) In order to preserve a beneficial learning envi ronment for 

all students and to maintain good order and discipl ine in each 

classroom, every school district board of directors  shall provide 

that written procedures are developed for administe ring discipline 

at each school within the district. Such procedures  shall be 

developed with the participation of parents and the  community, and 

shall provide that the teacher, principal or design ee, and other 

authorities designated by the board of directors, m ake every 

reasonable attempt to involve the parent or guardia n and the student 

in the resolution of student discipline problems. S uch procedures 

shall provide that students may be excluded from th eir individual 

classes or activities for periods of time in excess  of that provided 

in subsection (2) of this section if such students have repeatedly 

disrupted the learning of other students. The proce dures must be 
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consistent with the rules of the superintendent of public 

instruction and must provide for early involvement of parents in 

attempts to improve the student's behavior. 

(4) The procedures shall assure, pursuant to RCW 28 A.400.110, 

that all staff work cooperatively toward consistent  enforcement of 

proper student behavior throughout each school as w ell as within 

each classroom. 

(5)(a) A principal shall consider imposing long-ter m suspension 

or expulsion as a sanction when deciding the approp riate 

disciplinary action for a student who, after July 2 7, 1997: 

(i) Engages in two or more violations within a thre e-year period 

of RCW 9A.46.120, ((28A.320.135,)) 28A.600.455, 28A .600.460, 

28A.635.020, 28A.600.020, 28A.635.060, or 9.41.280( (, or 

28A.320.140)); or 

(ii) Engages in one or more of the offenses listed in RCW 

13.04.155. 

(b) The principal shall communicate the disciplinar y action 

taken by the principal to the school personnel who referred the 

student to the principal for disciplinary action. 

(6) Any corrective action involving a suspension or  expulsion 

from school for more than ten days must have an end  date of not more 

than ((one calendar year)) the length of an academi c term, as 

defined by the school board, from the time of corre ctive action. 

Districts shall make reasonable efforts to assist s tudents and 

parents in returning to an educational setting prio r to and no later 

than the end date of the corrective action. Where w arranted based on 

public health or safety, a school may petition the superintendent of 

the school district, pursuant to policies and proce dures adopted by 

the office of the superintendent of public instruct ion, for 

authorization to exceed the ((one calendar year)) a cademic term 

limitation provided in this subsection. The superin tendent of public 

instruction shall adopt rules outlining the limited  circumstances in 

which a school may petition to exceed the ((one cal endar year)) 

academic term limitation, including safeguards to e nsure that the 
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school district has made every effort to plan for t he student's 

return to school. School districts shall report to the office of the 

superintendent of public instruction the number of petitions made to 

the school board and the number of petitions grante d on an annual 

basis. 

(7) Nothing in this section prevents a public schoo l district, 

educational service district, the Washington state center for 

childhood deafness and hearing loss, or the state s chool for the 

blind if it has suspended or expelled a student fro m the student's 

regular school setting from providing educational s ervices to the 

student in an alternative setting or modifying the suspension or 

expulsion on a case-by-case basis. An alternative s etting should be 

comparable, equitable, and appropriate to the regul ar education 

services a student would have received without the exclusionary 

discipline. Example alternative settings include al ternative high 

schools, one-on-one tutoring, and online learning. 

Sec. 970.  RCW 28A.600.022 and 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 308 are  

each amended to read as follows: 

(1) School districts should make efforts to have su spended or 

expelled students return to an educational setting as soon as 

possible. School districts ((should)) must convene a meeting with 

the student and the student's parents or guardians within twenty 

days of the student's long-term suspension or expul sion, but no 

later than five days before the student's enrollmen t, to discuss a 

plan to reengage the student in a school program. F amilies must have 

access to, provide meaningful input on, and have th e opportunity to 

participate in a culturally sensitive and culturall y responsive 

reengagement plan. 

(2) In developing a reengagement plan, school distr icts should 

consider shortening the length of time that the stu dent is suspended 

or expelled, other forms of corrective action, and supportive 

interventions that aid in the student's academic su ccess and keep 

the student engaged and on track to graduate. Schoo l districts must 
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create a reengagement plan tailored to the student' s individual 

circumstances, including consideration of the incid ent that led to 

the student's long-term suspension or expulsion. Th e plan should aid 

the student in taking the necessary steps to remedy  the situation 

that led to the student's suspension or expulsion. 

(3) Any reengagement meetings conducted by the scho ol district 

involving the suspended or expelled student and his  or her parents 

or guardians are not intended to replace a petition  for readmission. 

Sec. 971.  RCW 43.41.400 and 2012 c 229 s 585 are each amend ed 

to read as follows: 

(1) An education data center shall be established i n the office 

of financial management. The education data center shall jointly, 

with the legislative evaluation and accountability program 

committee, conduct collaborative analyses of early learning, K-12, 

and higher education programs and education issues across the P-20 

system, which includes the department of early lear ning, the 

superintendent of public instruction, the professio nal educator 

standards board, the state board of education, the state board for 

community and technical colleges, the workforce tra ining and 

education coordinating board, the student achieveme nt council, 

public and private nonprofit four-year institutions  of higher 

education, and the employment security department. The education 

data center shall conduct collaborative analyses un der this section 

with the legislative evaluation and accountability program committee 

and provide data electronically to the legislative evaluation and 

accountability program committee, to the extent per mitted by state 

and federal confidentiality requirements. The educa tion data center 

shall be considered an authorized representative of  the state 

educational agencies in this section under applicab le federal and 

state statutes for purposes of accessing and compil ing student 

record data for research purposes. 

(2) The education data center shall: 
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(a) In consultation with the legislative evaluation  and 

accountability program committee and the agencies a nd organizations 

participating in the education data center, identif y the critical 

research and policy questions that are intended to be addressed by 

the education data center and the data needed to ad dress the 

questions; 

(b) Coordinate with other state education agencies to compile 

and analyze education data, including data on stude nt demographics 

that is disaggregated by distinct ethnic categories  within racial 

subgroups, and complete P-20 research projects; 

(c) Collaborate with the legislative evaluation and  

accountability program committee and the education and fiscal 

committees of the legislature in identifying the da ta to be compiled 

and analyzed to ensure that legislative interests a re served; 

(d) Annually provide to the K-12 data governance gr oup a list of 

data elements and data quality improvements that ar e necessary to 

answer the research and policy questions identified  by the education 

data center and have been identified by the legisla tive committees 

in (c) of this subsection. Within three months of r eceiving the 

list, the K-12 data governance group shall develop and transmit to 

the education data center a feasibility analysis of  obtaining or 

improving the data, including the steps required, e stimated time 

frame, and the financial and other resources that w ould be required. 

Based on the analysis, the education data center sh all submit, if 

necessary, a recommendation to the legislature rega rding any 

statutory changes or resources that would be needed  to collect or 

improve the data; 

(e) Monitor and evaluate the education data collect ion systems 

of the organizations and agencies represented in th e education data 

center ensuring that data systems are flexible, abl e to adapt to 

evolving needs for information, and to the extent f easible and 

necessary, include data that are needed to conduct the analyses and 

provide answers to the research and policy question s identified in 

(a) of this subsection; 
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(f) Track enrollment and outcomes through the publi c centralized 

higher education enrollment system; 

(g) Assist other state educational agencies' collab orative 

efforts to develop a long-range enrollment plan for  higher education 

including estimates to meet demographic and workfor ce needs; 

(h) Provide research that focuses on student transi tions within 

and among the early learning, K-12, and higher educ ation sectors in 

the P-20 system; ((and)) 

(i) Prepare a regular report on the educational and  workforce 

outcomes of youth in the juvenile justice system, u sing data 

disaggregated by age, and by ethnic categories and racial subgroups 

in accordance with RCW 28A.300.042; and 

(j) Make recommendations to the legislature as nece ssary to help 

ensure the goals and objectives of this section and  RCW 28A.655.210 

and 28A.300.507 are met. 

(3) The department of early learning, superintenden t of public 

instruction, professional educator standards board,  state board of 

education, state board for community and technical colleges, 

workforce training and education coordinating board , student 

achievement council, public four-year institutions of higher 

education, department of social and health services  and employment 

security department shall work with the education d ata center to 

develop data-sharing and research agreements, consi stent with 

applicable security and confidentiality requirement s, to facilitate 

the work of the center. The education data center s hall also develop 

data-sharing and research agreements with the admin istrative office 

of the courts to conduct research on educational an d workforce 

outcomes using data maintained under RCW 13.50.010( 12) related to 

juveniles. Private, nonprofit institutions of highe r education that 

provide programs of education beyond the high schoo l level leading 

at least to the baccalaureate degree and are accred ited by the 

Northwest association of schools and colleges or th eir peer 

accreditation bodies may also develop data-sharing and research 

agreements with the education data center, consiste nt with 
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applicable security and confidentiality requirement s. The education 

data center shall make data from collaborative anal yses available to 

the education agencies and institutions that contri bute data to the 

education data center to the extent allowed by fede ral and state 

security and confidentiality requirements applicabl e to the data of 

each contributing agency or institution. 

Sec. 972.  RCW 13.50.010 and 2014 c 175 s 2 and 2014 c 117 s  5 

are each reenacted and amended to read as follows: 

(1) For purposes of this chapter: 

(a) "Juvenile justice or care agency" means any of the 

following: Police, diversion units, court, prosecut ing attorney, 

defense attorney, detention center, attorney genera l, the 

legislative children's oversight committee, the off ice of the family 

and children's ombuds, the department of social and  health services 

and its contracting agencies, schools; persons or p ublic or private 

agencies having children committed to their custody ; and any 

placement oversight committee created under RCW 72. 05.415; 

(b) "Official juvenile court file" means the legal file of the 

juvenile court containing the petition or informati on, motions, 

memorandums, briefs, findings of the court, and cou rt orders; 

(c) "Records" means the official juvenile court fil e, the social 

file, and records of any other juvenile justice or care agency in 

the case; 

(d) "Social file" means the juvenile court file con taining the 

records and reports of the probation counselor. 

(2) Each petition or information filed with the cou rt may 

include only one juvenile and each petition or info rmation shall be 

filed under a separate docket number. The social fi le shall be filed 

separately from the official juvenile court file. 

(3) It is the duty of any juvenile justice or care agency to 

maintain accurate records. To this end: 

(a) The agency may never knowingly record inaccurat e 

information. Any information in records maintained by the department 
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of social and health services relating to a petitio n filed pursuant 

to chapter 13.34 RCW that is found by the court to be false or 

inaccurate shall be corrected or expunged from such  records by the 

agency; 

(b) An agency shall take reasonable steps to assure  the security 

of its records and prevent tampering with them; and  

(c) An agency shall make reasonable efforts to insu re the 

completeness of its records, including action taken  by other 

agencies with respect to matters in its files. 

(4) Each juvenile justice or care agency shall impl ement 

procedures consistent with the provisions of this c hapter to 

facilitate inquiries concerning records. 

(5) Any person who has reasonable cause to believe information 

concerning that person is included in the records o f a juvenile 

justice or care agency and who has been denied acce ss to those 

records by the agency may make a motion to the cour t for an order 

authorizing that person to inspect the juvenile jus tice or care 

agency record concerning that person. The court sha ll grant the 

motion to examine records unless it finds that in t he interests of 

justice or in the best interests of the juvenile th e records or 

parts of them should remain confidential. 

(6) A juvenile, or his or her parents, or any perso n who has 

reasonable cause to believe information concerning that person is 

included in the records of a juvenile justice or ca re agency may 

make a motion to the court challenging the accuracy  of any 

information concerning the moving party in the reco rd or challenging 

the continued possession of the record by the agenc y. If the court 

grants the motion, it shall order the record or inf ormation to be 

corrected or destroyed. 

(7) The person making a motion under subsection (5)  or (6) of 

this section shall give reasonable notice of the mo tion to all 

parties to the original action and to any agency wh ose records will 

be affected by the motion. 
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(8) The court may permit inspection of records by, or release of 

information to, any clinic, hospital, or agency whi ch has the 

subject person under care or treatment. The court m ay also permit 

inspection by or release to individuals or agencies , including 

juvenile justice advisory committees of county law and justice 

councils, engaged in legitimate research for educat ional, 

scientific, or public purposes. Each person granted  permission to 

inspect juvenile justice or care agency records for  research 

purposes shall present a notarized statement to the  court stating 

that the names of juveniles and parents will remain  confidential. 

(9) The court shall release to the caseload forecas t council the 

records needed for its research and data-gathering functions. Access 

to caseload forecast data may be permitted by the c ouncil for 

research purposes only if the anonymity of all pers ons mentioned in 

the records or information will be preserved. 

(10) Juvenile detention facilities shall release re cords to the 

caseload forecast council upon request. The commiss ion shall not 

disclose the names of any juveniles or parents ment ioned in the 

records without the named individual's written perm ission. 

(11) Requirements in this chapter relating to the c ourt's 

authority to compel disclosure shall not apply to t he legislative 

children's oversight committee or the office of the  family and 

children's ombuds. 

(12) For the purpose of research only, the administ rative office 

of the courts shall maintain an electronic research  copy of all 

records in the judicial information system related to juveniles. 

Access to the research copy is restricted to the (( Washington state 

center for court research)) administrative office o f the courts for 

research purposes as authorized by the supreme cour t or by state 

statute. The ((Washington state center for court re search)) 

administrative office of the courts shall maintain the 

confidentiality of all confidential records and sha ll preserve the 

anonymity of all persons identified in the research  copy. Data 

contained in the research copy may be shared with o ther governmental 
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agencies as authorized by state statute, pursuant t o data-sharing 

and research agreements, and consistent with applic able security and 

confidentiality requirements. The research copy may  not be subject 

to any records retention schedule and must include records destroyed 

or removed from the judicial information system pur suant to RCW 

13.50.270 and 13.50.100(3). 

(13) The court shall release to the Washington stat e office of 

public defense records needed to implement the agen cy's oversight, 

technical assistance, and other functions as requir ed by RCW 

2.70.020. Access to the records used as a basis for  oversight, 

technical assistance, or other agency functions is restricted to the 

Washington state office of public defense. The Wash ington state 

office of public defense shall maintain the confide ntiality of all 

confidential information included in the records."  
 

  EFFECT:   

• Prohibits long-term suspension or expulsion as a fo rm of 
discretionary discipline and defines discretionary discipline; 
limits suspensions or expulsions to the length of a n academic 
term and allows for a petition process to exceed th at limit; 
and requires a reengagement meeting that includes t he 
student's family. 

• Requires that districts provide an opportunity for students to 
receive educational services during a period of sus pension or 
expulsion.  

• Requires districts to adopt discipline policies con sistent 
with a model policy to be developed by Washington State School 
Directors Association (WSSDA); districts must disse minate, 
monitor, and review the policies. 

• Directs the Office of Superintendent of Public Inst ruction 
(OSPI) to develop discipline policy training progra ms, and 
districts are strongly encouraged to provide traini ng. 

• Requires the Education Research and Data Center (ER DC) to 
prepare a regular report on the educational and wor kforce 
outcomes of youth in the juvenile justice system. 

Fiscal Impact:  $5,063,000 General fund - state 

 

--- END --- 

 


