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Brief Description:  Concerning apostille or other signature or attestation services by the 

secretary of state.

Sponsors:  Senators Pedersen and Roach; by request of Secretary of State.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Authorizes the Secretary of State to attest to the authenticity of the signature of a 
public official within Washington or a notary public, with limited exceptions.

Hearing Date:  2/23/16

Staff:  Dawn Eychaner (786-7135).

Background: 

The Office of the Secretary of State (SOS) provides apostille and certificate of authentication 
services to authenticate documents that will be used in foreign countries.  For documents that 
will be used in a country where the Hague Convention of 1961 Abolishing the Requirement for 
Legalization of Foreign Public Documents (Convention) is in force, an apostille may be used for 
the purpose of document authentication.  The United States of America (U.S.) has three tiers of 
authorities "competent" under the terms of Article 6 of the Convention to issue apostilles for 
public documents.  The U.S. Department of State and other federal agencies; clerks and deputy 
clerks of federal courts; and authorities designated by states, generally the SOS. In Washington, 
the SOS is designated as the "competent authority" to issue apostilles.

An apostille authenticates the seals and signatures of officials on public documents so that those 
documents can be recognized in countries that are parties to the Convention.  An apostille is 
placed directly on the public document itself or on an attached page and can be affixed by 
various means, including a stamp, sticker, or an impressed seal.
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To verify the authenticity of a document to be used in a country which is not a party to the 
Convention, an authentication certification may be issued by the SOS. 

Examples of documents for which an apostille or authentication certification may be issued by 
the SOS include notarized or certified copies of Washington public school transcripts; birth, 
marriage, death, or divorce decrees or certificates; and other certified documents signed by state 
or county officials.  The SOS charges a $15 fee per document authenticated.  The SOS does not 
authenticate federal documents, certificates of naturalization, or Federal Bureau of Investigation 
clearances.

Summary of Bill: 

The SOS may attest to the authenticity of the signature of a public official within Washington or 
a notary public.  

The SOS may not certify or attest to the signature of a notary public on a document that relates 
to:

�
�

�

allegiance to a government or jurisdiction;
relinquishment or renunciation of citizenship, sovereignty, military status, or world 
service authority; or
a claim of immunity from Washington state or federal laws.

The SOS is granted the authority to adopt rules to implement these powers.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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