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Brief Description:  Concerning the marine resources advisory council.

Sponsors:  Senators Ranker and Ericksen.

Senate Committee on Energy, Environment & Telecommunications
House Committee on Environment

Background:  In 2013, the Legislature created the Washington Marine Resources Advisory 
Council (MRAC) within the Office of the Governor.  The purpose of MRAC is to maintain a 
sustainable, coordinated focus to address impacts of ocean acidification and to advise and 
work with the University of Washington and others conducting technical analysis on the 
effects and sources of ocean acidification.  

MRAC membership includes legislators, the Governor or the Governor's designee and 
elected officials, representatives from tribes, commercial and recreational fishing, shellfish 
growers, state agencies, marine recreation and businesses, and others from the private sector.  
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and academic institutions conducting 
research on ocean acidification were asked to participate as non-voting members by 
invitation from the Governor.

MRAC is required to meet at least twice per year and provide opportunity for public 
comment. It may provide recommendations to the Legislature and any recommendation 
must identify a range of actions necessary for implementation and consider the differences 
between instate and out-of-state impacts and sources.  In addition, MRAC may seek public 
and private funding resources for ongoing technical analysis to support its recommendations.

MRAC expires June 30, 2017.

Summary:  MRAC is extended to June 30, 2022.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 49 0
House 88 9

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Votes on Veto Override:

First Special Session
Senate 43 0
House 77 17

Effective:  June 28, 2016
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