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S-0159.2

SENATE BILL 5350

State of Washington 64th Legislature 2015 Regular Session
By Senators Roach and Hatfield

Read first time 01/20/15. Referred to Committee on Government
Operations & State Security.

AN ACT Relating to water-sewer districts; amending RCW 57.08.016,
57.16.062, and 57.16.090; and adding a new section to chapter 57.20
RCW.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 57.08.016 and 2011 c¢c 90 s 1 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) ((Fhere—shall—beno—private—sale—of)) Real property ((where
the)) with an estimated value ((exceeds—the—sum)) of five thousand
dollars or more may be sold by public sale only. Estimated value
shall be determined by the board of commissioners ((and)), based upon
a written appraisal report by a state-licensed or state-certified
real estate appraiser ((and—broker—advice—as—It—considers
appropriate)), as described and governed by chapter 18.140 RCW, or a
written broker®s price opinion, as defined in RCW 18.140.010 and
described in RCW 18.140.020. The appraisal report or broker®s price
opinion must have been prepared less than six months prior to the
date of sale. Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this

section, no real property of the district shall be sold for less than
ninety percent of the value thereof. ((Where—the—estimated—value—of
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A)) The broker price opinion ((shalHl—be—sighned—by)) or the ((broker
and—an)) appraisal report must be ((sighed—by—the—appralser—and))

filed with the secretary of the board of commissioners of the
district, who shall keep it at the office of the district open to
public 1inspection. ((Aay)) In addition to the requirements of RCW
57.08.015, the notice of intention to sell such real property ((ef
the—distriet)) shall recite the estimated value ((ers—iHF-an—appratsal
has—been—made;,—the—appraised—value—thereofF)) and refer to the
appraisal report or the broker"s price opinion, as applicable.

(2) If no purchasers can be obtained for the real property at
ninety percent or more of 1iIts estimated ((er—appraised)) value
((after)) within one hundred twenty days of ((eFfering—the property
Ffor—sale)) publication of the initial notice of intention to sell,
the board of commissioners of the district may adopt a resolution
stating that the district has been unable to sell the property at the
ninety percent ((ameunt)) or more of the estimated value. The
district then may sell the property at the highest price it can
obtain at public auction. A notice of intention to sell at public
auction shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks In a
newspaper of general circulation in the district. The notice shall
describe the real property, state the time and place at which it will
be offered for sale ((anrd)) at public auction, state the minimum
opening bid, if any, state the terms and conditions of sale((-—and
shaH—calH—Ffor—bids;,—Fix—the—conditions—thereof)), and reserve the
right to reject any and all bids for good cause.

Sec. 2. RCW 57.16.062 and 1996 c 230 s 605 are each amended to
read as follows:

Whether an improvement district 1is initiated by petition or
resolution, the board shall conduct a public hearing at the time and
place designated in the notice to property owners. At this hearing
the board shall hear objections from any person affected by the
formation of the iImprovement district and may make such changes 1in
the boundaries of the improvement district or such modifications 1iIn
the plans for the proposed improvement as shall be deemed necessary.
The board may not change the boundaries of the improvement district
to include property not previously included in it without Tfirst
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passing a new resolution of iIntention and giving a new notice to
property owners in the manner and form and within the time provided
in this chapter for the original notice.

After the hearing and the expiration of the ten-day period for
filing protests, the commissioners shall have jurisdiction to
overrule protests and proceed with any such iImprovement district
initiated by petition or resolution. The jurisdiction of the
commissioners to proceed with any iImprovement district initiated by
resolution shall be divested by protests filed with the secretary of
the board within ten days after the public hearing, signed by the
owners, according to the records of the applicable county auditor, of
at least forty percent of the area of land within the proposed
improvement district.

IT the commissioners find that the improvement district should be
formed, they shall by resolution form the improvement district and
order the improvement. After execution of the resolution forming the
improvement district, the secretary of the board of commissioners
shall publish, in a legal publication that serves the area subject to
the i1mprovement district, a notice setting forth that a resolution
has been passed forming the improvement district and that a lawsuit
challenging the jurisdiction or authority of the district to proceed
with the improvement and creating the improvement district must be
filed, and notice to the district served, within thirty days of the
publication of the notice. ((Fhe—notice—shall-setFforth—the nature—-of

A
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procedures—set—Forth—under—RCW—57-16-090-)) Whenever a resolution
forming an improvement district has been adopted, the ((Ffermation—is

action and decision of the commissioners as to all matters passed

upon by it in_ relation to any petition or resolution is final and

conclusive. A lawsuit challenging the jurisdiction or authority of

the district to proceed with the improvement and create the local
improvement district or challenging the validity of or any
proceedings relating to the improvement may not be maintained unless

the lawsuit is served and filed no later than thirty days after the

publication of the notice of the execution of the resolution ordering
the improvement and creating the improvement district.
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Following ((an—appeals)) the expiration of the time within which
a lawsuit challenging the formation of the improvement district must
be filed, or if ((#t)) the lawsuit is unsuccessful ((er—ifFno—-appeal
+s—made—under—RCW—57-16-090)), the commissioners may proceed with
creating the improvement district, provide the improvement and
provide the general funds of the district to be applied thereto,
adopt detailed plans of the iImprovement district and declare the
estimated cost thereof, acquire all necessary land therefor, pay all
damages caused thereby, and commence in the name of the district such
eminent domain proceedings as may be necessary to entitle the
district to proceed with the improvements. The board shall thereupon
proceed with the work and file with the county treasurer of the
county iIn which the real property is located its roll levying special
assessments in the amount to be paid by special assessment against
the property situated within the improvement district in proportion
to the special benefits to be derived by the property therein from
the Improvements.

Sec. 3. RCW 57.16.090 and 1996 c 230 s 609 are each amended to
read as follows:

The decision of the district board of commissioners upon any
objections made within the time and in the manner herein prescribed
may be reviewed by the superior court upon an appeal thereto taken in

the following manner. ((Fhe—appeal—shall—be—made—by—FiHng—written
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= A
person aqqgrieved by an assessment must perfect an appeal to the
superior court of the county in which the district is situated within
ten days after the approval and in the manner provided for appeals
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from assessments levied by cities of the first class. If the appeal
is taken, RCW 35.44.220 through 35.44.270 govern the procedure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 57.20
RCW to read as follows:

(1) The board of commissioners of a district that had an annual
operating budget of five million dollars or more iIn each of the
preceding three years may by resolution adopt a policy to issue its

own warrants for payment of claims or other obligations of the
district. The board of commissioners, after auditing all payrolls and
bills, may authorize the issuing of one general certificate to the
county treasurer, to be signed by the president of the board of
commissioners, authorizing the county treasurer to pay all the
warrants specified by date, number, name, and amount, and the
accounting funds on which the warrants are drawn. The district may
then issue the warrants specified in the general certificate.

(2) The board of commissioners of a district that had an annual
operating budget of greater than two hundred fifty thousand dollars
and under five million dollars iIn each of the preceding three years
may upon agreement between the county treasurer and the district
commission, with approval of the district commission by resolution,
adopt a policy to issue its own warrants for payment of claims or
other obligations of the district. The board of commissioners, after
auditing all payrolls and bills, may authorize the 1issuing of one
general certificate to the county treasurer, to be signed by the
president of the board of commissioners, authorizing the county
treasurer to pay all the warrants specified by date, number, name,
and amount, and the accounting funds on which the warrants are drawn.
The district may then issue the warrants specified In the general
certificate.

——— END ---
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