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(SUBSTITUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Establishes the keeping kids in school act.

Puts 1n place consistent practices and procedures,
beginning in kindergarten, in which schools share i1nformation
with families about the i1mportance of consistent attendance
and the consequences of excessive absences, involves families
early, and provides families with information, services, and
tools that they may access to Improve and maintain their
children®s school attendance.

Requires an initial stay of truancy petition iIn order to
allow for appropriate intervention and prevention before
using a court order to enforce attendance laws.

Encourages efforts by county juvenile courts and school
districts to establish and maintain therapeutic truancy
boards and employ other best practices.

Increases the number of beds iIn HOPE centers and crisis
residential centers iIn order to fTacilitate their use for
truant students.



