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Brief Description: Eliminating the office of the insurance commissioner's school district or
educational service district annual report.

Sponsors: Representatives Springer, Harris, Jinkins, Fitzgibbon, Tharinger and Sawyer; by
request of Insurance Commissioner.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Removes the requirement that the Office of the Insurance Commissioner
(Commissioner) annually report to the Governor, the Health Care Authority, and the
Legislature regarding school district health insurance benefits.

* Removes the requirement that school districts and their benefit providers annually
submit data and reports to the Commissioner regarding their health insurance
benefits.

Hearing Date: 1/23/17
Staff: Linda Merelle (786-7092).
Background:

In 2012 the Legislature required school districts and their health insurance benefit providers to
annually submit data to the Office of the Insurance Commissioner (Commissioner) regarding
progress toward greater affordability for full family coverage, health care cost savings, reduced
administrative costs, and compliance with the requirement to provide a high deductible health
plan option with a health savings account. The school districts and their providers must also
submit an overall plan summary.

In addition, the school districts and their providers must jointly report to the Commissioner on
their health insurance-related efforts and achievements to significantly reduce administrative
costs for the districts, improve customer service, and protect access to coverage for part-time
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K-12 employees, among other things. The information provided by the school districts and the
benefit providers is exempt from public inspection and copying.

The Commissioner must submit an annual report to the Governor, the Health Care Authority, and
the Legislature regarding school district health insurance benefits, based upon the data and
reports received from the districts and their benefit providers. From 2013 through 2016, the
Commissioner has completed and submitted the required reports. The most recent report was
submitted in November 2016, and according to the Commissioner, 100 percent of the districts
and their benefit providers had submitted the required information.

Summary of Bill:

The requirement that the Commissioner provide an annual report regarding school district health
insurance benefits is removed. The statutory provisions under which the school districts and the
benefit providers must submit data regarding health care benefits and reports to the
Commissioner are repealed.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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