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Brief Description:  Concerning reimbursement for services provided pursuant to community 

assistance referral and education services programs.

Sponsors:  Representatives Griffey and Cody.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Directs the Health Care Authority to adopt reimbursement standards for fire 
departments providing covered health care services to Medicaid clients who do not 
require ambulance transport to an emergency department.

Hearing Date:  2/3/17

Staff:  Chris Blake (786-7392).

Background: 

Fire departments may establish community assistance referral and education services (CARES) 
programs.  A CARES program provides community outreach and assistance to residents to 
improve population health and promote injury and illness prevention.  A CARES program 
identifies members of the community who use the 911 system or emergency departments for 
nonemergency or nonurgent assistant calls.  A CARES program connects residents with health 
care professionals, low-cost medication programs, and social services.  A CARES program must 
measure reductions in the repeated use of the 911 system and any associated reductions in 
avoidable emergency department trips.  Fire departments may fund CARES programs through 
grants and private gifts.  

The term "fire departments" includes city and town fire departments, fire protection districts, 
regional fire protection service authorities, emergency medical service providers that levy a tax, 
and federally recognized Indian tribes. 
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The programs may hire health care professionals to perform the services.  The health care 
professionals may include emergency medical technicians, advanced emergency medical 
technicians, and paramedics if they are trained and certified to provide the service and they 
practice under the supervision and direction of a medical program director.

Summary of Bill: 

The Health Care Authority must adopt reimbursement standards for fire departments providing 
covered health care services through a community assistance and referral education services 
(CARES) program to Medicaid clients who do not require ambulance transport to an emergency 
department. In addition to grants and private gifts, fire departments may fund a CARES program 
through the establishment and collection of reasonable charges, if approved by resolution or 
ordinance.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 24, 2017.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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