
SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 1198

As Passed Senate, April 6, 2017

Title:  An act relating to substance abuse monitoring for podiatric physicians and surgeons.

Brief Description:  Concerning substance abuse monitoring for podiatric physicians and 
surgeons.

Sponsors:  Representatives Harris, Cody and Riccelli.

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/09/17, 92-6.
Committee Activity:  Health Care:  3/09/17, 3/20/17 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed Senate:  4/06/17, 47-2.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Increases the impaired practitioner surcharge for podiatric physicians and 
surgeons from $25 to $50.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Rivers, Chair; Becker, Vice Chair; Cleveland, Ranking Minority 

Member; Kuderer, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Bailey, Conway, Keiser, Miloscia, 
Mullet, O'Ban and Walsh.

Staff:  Kathleen Buchli (786-7488)

Background:  A disciplining authority may refer a licensee to a substance abuse monitoring 
program in lieu of formal discipline if the disciplining authority determines that 
unprofessional conduct is the product of substance abuse.  The licensee must consent to the 
referral and the referral may include probationary conditions.  If the licensee does not 
consent to the referral or fails to meet the requirements of the program, the disciplining 
authority may take formal disciplinary action against the licensee.  

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The Podiatric Medical Board (PMB) contracts with a substance abuse monitoring program to 
help oversee a podiatric physician and surgeon's compliance with program requirements.  
Rules adopted by the PMB require the program to: 

� maintain records on program participants;
� be responsible for providing feedback to a participant as to whether treatment 

progress is acceptable;
� report to the PMB any participant who fails to comply with requirements of the 

program;
� provide the PMB with statistical reports and financial statements; and
� be able to evaluate drug screening laboratories, lab results, substance abuse treatment 

providers, support groups, participants' work environments, and the ability of 
podiatric physicians and surgeons to practice with reasonable skill and safety.

The program may provide evaluations or treatment to participants.  The program may also 
evaluate and recommend whether a podiatric physician and surgeon should be prohibited 
from practice for a period of time and any restrictions on the podiatric physician and 
surgeon's access to controlled substances.

The costs of treatment are borne by the participating podiatric physician and surgeon.  The 
PMB imposes a $25 surcharge on licensees to pay for staff at the monitoring program, who 
act as case managers and provide information to licensees on treatment options.

Summary of Bill:  The requirement for the PMB to contract with a substance abuse 
monitoring program is placed in statute.  The PMB must enter into a contract with a program 
that may include any or all of the following:

� contracting with providers of treatment programs;
� receiving and evaluating reports of impairment;
� intervening when there is verified impairment;
� referring impaired podiatric physicians and surgeons to treatment programs;
� monitoring the treatment and rehabilitation of impaired podiatric physicians and 

surgeons; and
� providing education, prevention of impairment, post-treatment monitoring, and 

support to impaired podiatric physicians and surgeons.

The surcharge imposed by the PMB for the program is increased from $25 to $50.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Washington Physicians Health Program 
(Program) supports physician health and provides services for providers suffering from any 
medical impairment.  The Program provides the same services regardless of the surcharge 
level, which pays about two-thirds of the costs of the program.  The costs of these services 
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have gone up over time and the surcharge fees must be increased to address these rising 
costs.  Other professions that use the Program have raised their fees and we are asking to 
raise podiatric physician and surgeon fees to a comparable level.  The Program is well 
respected and provides confidential treatment to address conditions that may impair their 
ability to practice.  The Podiatric Medical Association's members have agreed to this fee 
increase.  

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Gail McGaffick, Washington State Podiatric Medical 
Association; Sheldon Cooper; Dr. Chris Bundy, WA Physicians Health Program.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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