
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5243

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Local Government, February 7, 2017

Title:  An act relating to authorizing certain public facilities districts to acquire, construct, own, 
remodel, maintain, equip, reequip, repair, finance, and operate one or more recreational 
facilities other than a ski area with voter approval.

Brief Description:  Concerning certain public facilities district's authorization to acquire, 
construct, own, remodel, maintain, equip, reequip, repair, finance, and operate one or more 
recreational facilities other than a ski area with voter approval.

Sponsors:  Senators Dansel, Walsh, Hunt and Takko.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Local Government:  1/26/17, 2/07/17 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

� Authorizes specific public facilities districts to establish recreational 
facilities.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Short, Chair; Angel, Vice Chair; Takko, Ranking Minority Member; 

Palumbo and Sheldon.

Staff:  Alex Fairfortune (786-7416)

Background:  A public facilities district (PFD) is a municipal corporation authorized to 
provide and operate convention, conference, and special event facilities.  The legislative 
authority of any city or town that is located in a county with fewer than one million people 
may create a PFD by resolution.  In addition, any three cities or towns with contiguous 
borders that have already each formed a local PFD may form another regional PFD by 
agreement, so long as their combined population is at least 160,000 people.  The regional 
PFD and local PFDs may exist and operate fully within the same geographic area.
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PFDs are authorized to acquire and operate regional centers.  Regional centers are 
convention, conference, and special event centers used for community events, sporting 
events, and cultural exhibitions.  A regional PFD created by a group of three contiguous cities 
or towns is also authorized to acquire and operate recreational facilities, not including ski 
areas.  In exercising its authority to establish a regional center or recreational facility, a 
regional PFD of this type must obtain voter approval to fund the project.

Summary of Bill:  A local PFD created by a city or town that has also participated in the 
creation of a regional PFD—with three or more contiguous cities or towns—may establish 
recreational facilities, not including ski areas.  If establishing a recreational facility, the local 
PFD must obtain voter approval to fund the project.  The powers that local PFDs possess 
with regards to regional centers apply to recreational facilities.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This is one of Pasco's top legislative priorities.  
Right now, county and regional public facilities districts can utilize their existing revenue 
options to fund recreational facilities but city public facilities districts cannot.  The residents 
of Pasco want to fund an aquatic center and have indicated a willingness to pay for it using 
existing authority, which is a 2/10th voter approved sales tax.  This bill would allow them to 
do that.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Briahna Murray, City of Pasco.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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