
SENATE BILL REPORT
ESSB 6127

As Amended by House, March 1, 2018

Title:  An act relating to improving the management of the state's halibut fishery.

Brief Description:  Improving the management of the state's halibut fishery.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks (originally 
sponsored by Senator Van De Wege).

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks:  1/22/18, 2/01/18 

[DPS, DNP, w/oRec].
Floor Activity:

Passed Senate:  2/07/18, 36-12.
Passed House:  3/01/18, 76-21.

Brief Summary of Engrossed First Substitute Bill

� Establishes a $5 fee for a halibut catch record card.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, WATER, NATURAL RESOURCES & 
PARKS

Majority Report:  That Substitute Senate Bill No. 6127 be substituted therefor, and the 
substitute bill do pass.

Signed by Senators Van De Wege, Chair; McCoy, Vice Chair; Nelson.

Minority Report:  Do not pass.
Signed by Senator Honeyford.

Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Warnick, Ranking Member.

Staff:  Curt Gavigan (786-7437)

Background:  Halibut Fishery Season Setting. Halibut seasons are set through an annual 
process conducted at the international, federal, and state level.  The International Pacific 
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Halibut Commission sets harvest limits for all regulatory areas, when are shared under a plan 
developed by the Pacific Fishery Management Council and implemented through federal and 
state rules.  DFW solicits public input into the season setting process and conducts fishery 
monitoring and enforcement activities.  

Catch Record Cards. Under current statutes and DFW rules, catch reporting is required for 
some recreational fisheries.  In most cases, there is no charge for an initial catch record card.  
However, there is a statutory fee of $11 for a duplicate catch record card and a statutory fee 
of $7.50 for a catch record card endorsed for Puget Sound crab when purchased with a 
combination fishing license.  By rule, DFW requires catch reporting on sturgeon, salmon 
steelhead halibut, and Puget Sound crab.

Summary of Engrossed First Substitute Bill:  A $5 fee is established for a halibut catch 
record card.  Funds received must be used for monitoring and management of recreational 
halibut fisheries, including expanding recreational fishing opportunities.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on Original Bill:  The committee recommended a 
different version of the bill than what was heard.  PRO:  The catch record card portion of the 
bill will help DFW determine how many people are fishing for halibut.  Some fishers from 
the Olympic Peninsula have requested that the season structure be built around fishing on 
consecutive days in a week.  This is a conversation worthy of having, although this particular 
approach may not be the answer.  The data issue is a real one, as some are concerned DFW is 
not using available data to manage the fishery.  Washington has some unique areas that make 
halibut opportunities available to populations that would otherwise have trouble participating 
in that fishery. 

OTHER:  DFW has not previously taken a position on season dates, as it tries to convene 
public meetings and pass along the feedback it receives.  DFW does not currently use catch 
record card information for in-season management.  Instead, it collects real time data and 
sends it to the federal government.  There have been discussions among stakeholders about 
this concept, however.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Senator Kevin Van De Wege, Prime Sponsor; Randy Jones, 
Venture Charters; Scott Sigmon, Coastal Conservation Association.

OTHER:  Michele Culver, Department of Fish & Wildlife.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.

EFFECT OF HOUSE AMENDMENT(S):  
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� Limits the fee by specifying that halibut catch record card be provided at no cost to 
individuals who purchase a one-day temporary saltwater fishing license or charter stamp, 
and that it cost no more than $5 when purchased with an annual fishing license.
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