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As of March 2, 2020

Title:  An act relating to establishing a running start summer school pilot program.

Brief Description:  Establishing a running start summer school pilot program.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives Paul, 
Morgan, Valdez, Bergquist, Lekanoff and Santos).

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/13/20, 78-19.
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education:  2/24/20, 2/28/20 [DP-WM, w/

oRec].
Ways & Means:  2/29/20.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

Requires the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), in 
consultation with the State Board of Community and Technical Colleges 
(SBCTC), to establish the Running Start Summer School Pilot Program 
for two years in three community colleges, subject to appropriations.

Requires OSPI and the SBCTC to report findings and recommendations 
on the pilot program to the Legislature by November 1, 2022.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Majority Report:  Do pass and be referred to Committee on Ways & Means.
Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; Wilson, C., Vice Chair; Hawkins, Ranking Member; 

Holy, Hunt, McCoy, Mullet, Pedersen, Salomon and Wagoner.

Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Padden.

Staff:  Benjamin Omdal (786-7442)

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Staff:  Jeffrey Naas (786-7708)

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background:  Running Start. Running Start allows eleventh- and twelfth-grade high school 
students to take courses at community colleges, technical colleges, and various four-year 
institutions of higher education.  Upon completion of a course, students earn both high school 
and college credit. 

Running Start students and their families do not pay tuition, but students must pay for college 
fees, purchase textbooks and other materials, and provide their own transportation to and 
from the institution.  Since 2011, higher education institutions that are not community or 
technical colleges may charge up to 10 percent of tuition costs to students.

Institutions are reimbursed by local schools districts for costs of Running Start students.  
Current law requires districts reimburse the institutions at a per-student rate allotted for basic 
education funding, with the districts retaining 7 percent of these funds.  Vocational students 
are funded at an additional rate.

Summary of Bill:  OSPI, in consultation with the SBCTC and subject to appropriations, 
shall establish the Running Start Summer School Pilot Program to evaluate interest in and 
barriers to expanding the Running Start program to include the summer term.  

OSPI must select up to three community colleges that choose to participate in the pilot 
program during the 2021 and 2022 summer academic terms.  One community college must 
be located east of the crest of the Cascade Mountains and another must be located in a county 
with a population between 115,000 and 150,000.  Participating community colleges must 
establish agreements with the school districts of eligible students about data sharing, credit 
transfer, funds transfer, and other administrative matters.

Under the pilot program, eligible students may enroll in a participating community college 
tuition-free for a maximum of five college credits per summer academic term.  Provisions 
relating to student fees and fee waivers apply to eligible students participating in the pilot 
program.

For the purposes of this program, a student is considered eligible if the student either:
�

�

attends a participating high school and will be eligible to enroll in grade 11 or 12 in 
the subsequent school year; or
has graduated from a participating high school in the current school year and has five 
or fewer college credits to earn before meeting associate degree requirements.

By November 10, 2022, OSPI and the SBCTC must jointly report to the Legislature with 
findings and recommendations from the pilot program, including recommending whether to 
expand the Running Start Program to include the summer term.

Appropriation:  The bill contains a section or sections to limit implementation to the 
availability of amounts appropriated for that specific purpose.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.
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Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Early Learning & K-12 Education):  PRO:  Many 
students are nervous about taking college-level courses for the first time; allowing students to 
take courses during the summer would allow for these students to take these courses with less 
burdens.  Courses during the summer often have more availability for students to take 
advantage of college-level courses.  The pilot program is an attempt to involve students from 
across the state.  The bill creates additional access to dual credit, especially students who may 
not see themselves as college-bound, and will help with credit retrieval.  There is currently a 
1.20 FTE cap in Running Start that may impact students under the program.

Persons Testifying (Early Learning & K-12 Education):  PRO:  Representative Dave Paul, 
Prime Sponsor; Katherine Mahoney, OSPI.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying (Early Learning & K-12 Education):  
No one.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Ways & Means):  PRO:  Current students are self-
paying for summer Running Start programs.  This program will allow more students to 
participate in Running Start.  May need to raise the 1.2 FTE limit to allow students to take 
more credits in college.  This bill will help with credit retrieval for students who need to fill 
in missing credits.  This is a pilot program that will run outside of Running Start. 

Persons Testifying (Ways & Means):  PRO:  Representative Dave Paul, Prime Sponsor; 
Katherine Mahoney, OSPI.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying (Ways & Means):  No one.
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