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Brief Description: Concerning impaired driving.

Sponsors. Senators Padden, Frockt, Conway, McCune and Short.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases the classification for an impaired driving offense from a gross
misdemeanor to afelony when the person has three or more prior
impaired driving offenses within 15 years, rather than within 10 years.

Hearing Date: 3/12/21
Staff: Omeara Harrington (786-7136).
Background:

A person may be convicted of impaired driving under either the Driving Under the Influence
(DUI) statute or the Actual Physical Control of aVehicle While Under the Influence (PC)
statute. A personisguilty of DUI if he or she drives while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor, marijuana, or any drug, and is guilty of PC if he or she has actual physical control of a
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, marijuana, or any drug.

A DUI or PC offense is punishable as a gross misdemeanor. However, aDUI or PC offense
becomes afelony offenseif the defendant has three or more prior impaired driving offenses
within the previous 10 years, or has previously been convicted of felony DUI or PC, or of
Vehicular Homicide or Vehicular Assault while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any
drug. Prior impaired driving offenses include convictions of DUI, PC, Vehicular Homicide, and
Vehicular Assault, as well as other impaired driving-related offenses and offenses involving
impaired operation of commercial vehicles, vessels, aircraft, snowmobiles, and nonhighway
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vehicles.

Felony DUI isclassified asaclass B felony. Felony PCisclassified asaclass C felony. The
statutory maximum sentence for aclass B felony is 10 years in prison, afine of $20,000, or both
imprisonment and a fine; and for aclass C felony isfive yearsin prison, afine of $10,000, or
both imprisonment and afine. The standard range sentence for a DUI or PC offense for a person
with three prior impaired driving offensesis 13 to 17 months of incarceration, followed by one
year of community custody.

Summary of Bill:

Three or more prior impaired driving offenses within 15 years, rather than 10 years, elevates the
classification of aDUI or PC offense from a gross misdemeanor to afelony.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Effective Date: Thishill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill

is passed, except for section 3, relating to impaired driving penalties, which due to a delayed
effective date in prior legidlation takes effect January 1, 2022.
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