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Brief Description:  Expediting licensure for cosmetologists, hair designers, barbers, manicurists, 
and estheticians.

Sponsors:  Representatives Ryu, Leavitt, Chambers, Simmons, Jacobsen, Reed, Graham, 
Lekanoff, Caldier, Timmons, Reeves, Tharinger, Springer, Thai, Santos and Riccelli.

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Business
Senate Committee on Labor & Commerce

Background:

The Department of Licensing (DOL) regulates a number of businesses and professions by 
issuing licenses and ensuring compliance with professional standards and laws.  The DOL 
regulates and issues licenses to qualified applicants to engage in the commercial practices of 
cosmetology, hair design, barbering, esthetics, or manicuring.  Cosmetology relates to the 
care of:  (1) hair on the scalp, face and neck; (2) nails on the hands and feet; and (3) the 
skin.  Barbering, manicuring, and esthetics concern a narrower range of functions within the 
practice of cosmetology.
 
Persons pursuing a cosmetology license must:

be at least 17 years of age;•
either:  (1) graduate from a DOL-approved and licensed school with the minimum 
required state hours; or (2) complete a state-approved apprenticeship training program 
with the minimum required state hours; and

•

pass the state-approved practical and written examinations.•
 
After completing the required coursework, applicants seeking licensure may take their final 
examinations.

Summary:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The director may permit an applicant for a cosmetology, hair designer, barber, manicurist, 
or esthetician license to register for or take their final examination before completing their 
instruction if within 100 hours of completion, but the applicant must complete their 
instruction hours before licensure.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 96 0

Senate 48 0

Effective: July 23, 2023
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