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Brief Description: Concerning judge pro tempore compensation.

Sponsors. Representative Taylor; by request of Administrative Office of the Courts.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases the daily compensation for work as a judge pro tempore for
retired judges of a court of the State of Washington to be consistent with
compensation paid to practicing attorneysin that role.

Hearing Date: 1/11/23
Staff: Matt Sterling (786-7289).
Background:

Superior court judges and court commissioners hear felony and other criminal matters, civil
matters, domestic relations matters, guardianship and probate matters, juvenile matters, and child
dependency cases. Additionally, superior court judges hear appeals from lower courts and
appeals from state administrative agencies.

The Washington Constitution provides that a case in the superior court may be tried by a judge
pro tempore who is a sitting elected judge and is acting as ajudge pro tempore pursuant to
Supreme Court rule without the agreement of the parties. Otherwise, ajudge pro tempore who is
amember of the bar may try the case with the written agreement of the partiesif thejudgeis
approved by the court and sworn to try the case. The assignments of judges pro tempore are
based on the judges experience and provide for the right to a change of judge pro tempore once
during the case.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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The annual salary of the judges of the superior court is established by the Washington Citizens
Commission on Salaries for Elected Officials (Commission). The cost of the salaries for
superior court judges are split by the state and by the county in which the court is located.
According to the Commission's website, the Commission has set the current salary for a superior
court judge at $203,169 with a proposed increase to $217,391 on July 1, 2023.

Pay for superior court judges pro tempore varies depending on the pro tempore's status:
» An attorney who isnot aretired or active judge receives 1/250 of a superior court judge's
yearly salary for each day of work as ajudge pro tempore.
A retired judge receives 60 percent of 1/250 of a superior court judge's salary for each day
of work as ajudge pro tempore.
» An active judge of another court receives no compensation for work as a judge pro
tempore.

Summary of Bill:

The daily compensation for aretired judge of a court of the State of Washington serving as a
judge pro tempore in superior court isincreased to be consistent with the compensation paid to
practicing attorneysin that work. For both practicing attorneys and retired judges, the
compensation for each day of work as ajudge pro tempore of the superior court will be 1/250 of
asuperior court judge's yearly salary.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 4, 2023.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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