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Local Government Committee

HB 1251
Brief Description:  Concerning water systems' notice to customers of public health 

considerations.

Sponsors:  Representatives Stonier, Bateman, Reed, Riccelli and Pollet.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires a public water system considering discontinuing fluoridation of 
its water supply to obtain information from the Department of Health on 
the public health impacts of fluoridation, and to provide that information 
and a notification of any meeting at which a vote or decision on 
discontinuing fluoridation will be made to its customers at least 90 days 
prior to the vote or decision.

•

Provides that a public water system that violates the notification 
requirements must continue fluoridation until the notification 
requirements have been satisfied.

•

Hearing Date:  1/24/23

Staff: Kellen Wright (786-7134).

Background:

Fluoride is a naturally occurring mineral that can help protect teeth from decay.  All water 
contains some amount of fluoride, particularly in southeastern Washington, though generally not 
at a level that is effective at preventing tooth decay.  Some water providers therefore add 
additional fluoride to the drinking water they provide, a process known as fluoridation.  Roughly 
73 percent of Americans served by community water systems receive fluoridated water.  As of 
2015, 10 counties in Washington had 66 percent or more of the population receiving fluoridated 
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water; seven counties had between 33 percent and 66 percent of the population receiving 
fluoridated water; and 22 counties had less than 33 percent of the population receiving 
fluoridated water.
 
A public water system is any system providing water for human consumption through pipes or 
other constructed means of transference, except for systems serving only a single residence or a 
system with four or fewer connections that serves a single farm.  The water system includes 
collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facilities, as well as other facilities primarily used 
in connection with the system.
 
Public water systems are divided into two categories:  Group A and Group B.  Group A water 
systems are those that have met one or more of the following criteria:

The system has more than 15 service connections, regardless of the number of people 
served.

•

The system serves an average of 25 or more people for at least 60 days in a year, 
regardless of the number of service connections.

•

The system serves at least 1,000 people for at least two consecutive days.•
 
Group B water systems are those systems not included in Group A.
 
The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is required to adopt rules for public water 
systems.  The Board has done so, including rules for Group A systems providing fluoridation of 
drinking water.  In order to provide fluoridation, the operator of the water system must receive 
written approval of its fluoridation treatment facilities from the Department of Health 
(Department).  The operator must also notify the Department prior to discontinuing fluoridation.  
The Board has prescribed the optimal fluoride concentration (0.7 mg/L), the operating tolerance 
for fluoridation (0.5-0.9 mg/L), as well as requirements for fluoridation testing that must occur 
each business day and each month.  The test results must be submitted to the Department each 
month.
 
Public water systems are not required to adopt fluoridation.

Summary of Bill:

A public water system considering discontinuing fluoridation of its water supply must take at 
least two actions before voting or deciding whether to discontinue fluoridation.
 
First, the public water system must request from the Department, and the Department and the 
local health jurisdiction must provide, the most up-to-date information about the public health 
impacts of fluoridation.
 
Second, the public water system must notify its customers of its intent to vote or decide on 
discontinuing fluoridation at least 90 days prior to the vote or meeting at which the decision on 
fluoridation will be made.  This notification can be made by radio, television, newspaper, mail, 
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electronically, or by any combination of methods that most effectively notifies customers.  The 
notification must include the information received from the Department on the public health 
impact of fluoride.
 
Only once both actions have been properly completed can a public water system discontinue 
fluoridation.  Any public water system that violates the notice requirements must continue 
fluoridation until the notification requirements have been satisfied.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 13, 2023.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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