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Brief Description:  Concerning architecture licensing examinations.

Sponsors:  Representatives McClintock, Duerr, Ryu, Leavitt and Waters.

Brief Summary of Bill

Eliminates the five year rolling timeline for when architecture applicants 
must successfully pass each section of their examination for registration.

•

Hearing Date:  1/9/24

Staff: Megan Mulvihill (786-7304).

Background:

A person must be registered or authorized to practice as an architect in Washington.  The 
"practice of architecture" means the rendering of any service or related work requiring 
architectural education, training, and experience in connection with the art and science of 
building design for construction of any structure or grouping of structures and the use of space 
within and surrounding the structures, or the design for construction of alterations or additions to 
the structures including, but not specifically limited to, predesign services, schematic design, 
design development, preparation of construction contract documents, and administration of the 
construction contract.  
 
The Washington State Board for Architects (Board) is a seven-member board appointed by the 
Governor that consists of six registered architects with at least eight years of professional or 
teaching experience and one member of the general public who has never been employed, 
worked for, or associated with a registered architect.  Board members serve six year terms and 
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are responsible for regulating the practice of architecture in Washington.
 
To qualify for registration as an architect, an applicant must be of good moral character, be at 
least 18 years of age, and has to pass the required examination.  In addition, the applicant must 
have either:  (1) an accredited architectural degree and complete an approved, structured training 
program; or (2) have a high school diploma or equivalent and at least eight years of practical 
architectural work experience, including the completion of a structured training program under 
the direct supervision of an architect.
 
The Board is responsible for determining the scope, content, and grading process of the 
examination, which must be held at least annually.  Applicants who fail to pass any section of the 
examination are permitted to retake the failed parts.  Applicants have five years from the date of 
the first passed examination section to pass all remaining sections.  If the entire examination is 
not successfully completed within the five years, then any sections passed more than five years 
prior must be retaken.  If an applicant fails to pass all remaining sections within the initial five-
year period, the applicant is given a new five-year period from the date of the second oldest 
passed section.  All sections must be passed within a single five-year period for the applicant to 
have successfully passed the examination. 

Summary of Bill:

The five-year rolling timeline for passing sections of the architecture examination is eliminated.  
Architecture applicants are permitted to retake any failed sections of the examination as 
prescribed by the Board. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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