
HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2318

As Passed House:
February 8, 2024

Title:  An act relating to state route number 501.

Brief Description:  Concerning state route number 501.

Sponsors:  Representatives Orcutt, Wylie, Cheney and Abbarno.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Transportation: 1/22/24, 1/25/24 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed House: 2/8/24, 96-0.

Brief Summary of Bill

Removes the 3-mile split northern section of State Route 501 within the 
city of Ridgefield in Clark County from the state highway system.

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 27 members: Representatives Fey, Chair; 
Donaghy, Vice Chair; Paul, Vice Chair; Timmons, Vice Chair; Barkis, Ranking Minority 
Member; Hutchins, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Low, Assistant Ranking Minority 
Member; Robertson, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Berry, Bronoske, Chapman, 
Cortes, Dent, Doglio, Duerr, Goehner, Griffey, Hackney, Klicker, Mena, Nance, Orcutt, 
Ramel, Ramos, Schmidt, Walsh and Wylie.

Staff: Christine Thomas (786-7142).

Background:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Washington State's highways are designated by the Washington Legislature and codified in 
chapter 47.17 RCW.  The state highway routes are defined generally by termini and points 
along the route.  State Route 501 (SR 501) is a 14-mile route in Clark County located in 
Southwest Washington.  The SR 501 is split into two sections:  (1) a 3-mile northern section 
that runs east-west through the city of Ridgefield and serves as the main street in 
Ridgefield; and (2) an 11-mile long southern section that begins at an interchange at 
Interstate-5 (I-5) near downtown Vancouver and follows the Columbia and Lake Rivers 
north, ending south of Post Office Lake in the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge.  The 
southern section is designated as the "Erwin O. Rieger Memorial Highway."

Summary of Bill:

The 3-mile split northern section of SR 501 within the city of Ridgefield that begins at 
Pioneer Street, at an intersection with Main Avenue at the Ridgefield City Hall, and 
continues east through Downtown Ridgefield and a couple of roundabouts, before ending at 
a diamond interchange with I-5, is removed from the state highway system.  The 11-mile 
split southern section known as the "Erwin O. Rieger Memorial Highway" remains SR 501 
in the state highway system.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) The 3-mile stretch of SR 501 that is proposed to be transferred from the state to 
the City of Ridgefield is completely within the city limits and serves as the main street of 
Ridgefield.  The SR 501 functions more as an east-west arterial that connects businesses, 
schools, and a route to I-5.  The city of Ridgefield is the fastest growing city in the state 
with a lot of construction and developments happening along the stretch of this state 
highway.  Every time Ridgefield needs to make any changes for new development, the city 
must work with the WSDOT, which is an extra process for the city and state to approve 
changes.  To accommodate the rapid growth, the city needs transportation infrastructure 
including a $30 million widening project to increase capacity and provide multimodal 
transportation options.  The WSDOT's standards would cost an additional $3 million to $5 
million if this were to remain a state highway. 
 
The city council passed a resolution to implement transferring the northern section of SR 
501 to the city to assume maintenance and preservation of the state highway.  Public notice 
was issued on the requested change by the city of Ridgefield and a six-month process was 
undertaken to analyze the request.  Based on the analysis done by the Transportation 
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Improvement Board, the Washington State Transportation Commission supports the transfer 
of this portion of SR 501 to the city.
 
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  Representative Ed Orcutt, prime sponsor; Reema Griffith, Washington 
State Transportation Commission; and Steve Stuart and Jennifer Lindsay, City of 
Ridgefield.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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