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Brief Description:  Concerning the date by which tuition operating fees are established.

Sponsors:  Senators Braun, Liias, Boehnke, Dozier, Holy, King, Mullet, Muzzall, Saldaña, 
Schoesler, Wagoner and Wellman.

Senate Committee on Higher Education & Workforce Development
House Committee on Postsecondary Education & Workforce

Background:  Beginning with the 2017-18 academic year, annual increases in resident 
undergraduate tuition for all public colleges and universities are limited under law to no 
more than the average annual percentage growth rate in the median hourly wage for 
Washington for the previous 14 years as the wage is determined by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  The Office of Financial Management (OFM) calculates the maximum annual 
increase in tuition each year.

Summary:  OFM is required to calculate and transmit to the institutions of higher 
education, the maximum annual increase in tuition operating fees for resident undergraduate 
students by October 1st of each year for the following academic year.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0

House 97 0

Effective: July 23, 2023

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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