
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5508

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks, January 11, 2024

Title:  An act relating to promoting local agriculture through greenhouses.

Brief Description:  Promoting local agriculture through greenhouses.

Sponsors:  Senators Short, Shewmake, Warnick, Wilson, J. and Wilson, L..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks: 2/13/23; 1/11/24 

[DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

Provides that the State Building Code does not apply to any temporary 
growing structures used solely for the production of horticultural plants.

•

Establishes that a temporary growing structure is not considered a 
structure under the State Building Code.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, WATER, NATURAL RESOURCES & 
PARKS

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Van De Wege, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Muzzall, Ranking 

Member; Liias, Shewmake, Short, Stanford, Wagoner and Warnick.

Staff: Karen Epps (786-7424)

Background:  State Building Code. The State Building Code establishes minimum 
performance standards and requirements for construction and construction materials in the 
state, consistent with accepted standards of engineering, fire, and life safety. The code 
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comprises a number of model codes and standards, developed and published by 
international and national organizations, which are adopted by reference in the State 
Building Code Act. Model codes and standards adopted in the act include the International 
Building Code, the International Residential Code, and the International Fire Code 
standards. 
 
State Building Code Council. The State Building Code Council is responsible for adopting, 
amending, and maintaining the model codes and standards adopted by reference in the act. 
Amendments to the model codes and standards adopted by the council are codified in the 
Washington Administrative Code. The council reviews updated editions of each model code 
and standard every three years.
 
Temporary Growing Structures. The State Building Code does not apply to temporary 
growing structures used solely for the commercial production of horticultural plants 
including ornamental plants, flowers, vegetables, and fruits. A temporary growing structure 
is not considered a building for purposes of the State Building Code.
 
Temporary growing structure means a structure that has the sides and roof covered with 
polyethylene, polyvinyl, or similar flexible synthetic material and is used to provide plants 
with either frost protection or increased heat retention.

Summary of Bill:  The State Building Code does not apply to temporary growing structures 
used solely for the production of horticultural plants, rather than the commercial production 
of horticultural plants. A temporary growing structure is not considered a structure under 
the State Building Code. Temporary growing structure is defined as a structure that has the 
roof covered, rather than the sides and the roof, with polyethylene, polyvinyl, or similar 
flexible synthetic material and is used to provide plants with either frost protection or 
increased heat retention.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks) 
(Regular Session 2023):  PRO:  Washington should remove barriers for families and 
individuals to grow their own food. This will help with food sovereignty and security issues. 
Many communities have lost their small grocery stores and residents now have to drive long 
distances to get food. This bill will allow these residents to grow their own produce year-
round and be more self-reliant.
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Persons Testifying (Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks):  PRO: Senator 
Shelly Short, Prime Sponsor; Scott Simmons.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying (Agriculture, Water, Natural 
Resources & Parks):  No one.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony (Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks) 
(Regular Session 2024):  PRO:  Washington should remove barriers for families and 
individuals to grow their own food. This will help with food sovereignty and security issues. 
Many communities have lost their small grocery stores and residents now have to drive long 
distances to get food. This bill will allow these residents to grow their own produce year-
round and be more self-reliant.
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