
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5655

As of February 8, 2023

Title:  An act relating to creating the Washington achievers grant program.

Brief Description:  Creating the Washington achievers grant program.

Sponsors:  Senators Torres, Dozier and Wellman.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Higher Education & Workforce Development: 2/10/23.

Brief Summary of Bill

Creates the Washington Achievers Grant Program to provide state 
matching grants to increase access to federal TRIO programs at 
institutions of higher education.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION & WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT

Staff: Alicia Kinne-Clawson (786-7407)

Background:  The Federal TRIO Programs (TRIO) are Federal outreach and student 
services programs designed to identify and provide services for individuals from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. TRIO includes eight programs targeted to serve and assist low-
income individuals, first-generation college students, and individuals with disabilities to 
progress through the academic pipeline from middle school to post-baccalaureate 
programs. 

Summary of Bill:  Subject to appropriations, the Washington Student Achievement 
Council (WSAC) must administer the Washington Achievers Grant Program. The grant 
program shall provide state matching dollars to expand access for Washington resident 
students who are currently ineligible to participate in federally funded TRIO programs at 
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members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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public colleges and universities.
 
WSAC must establish a request for proposal process to supply matching grants to public 
colleges and universities for the purposes of expanding access.
 
To be eligible to participate in Washington Achiever programs, students must be:

Washington resident students;•
demonstrate academic need; and•
either be a 1st generation student, have a family income below 150 percent of the 
federal poverty level, or have a documented disability.

•

Appropriation:  The bill contains a section or sections to limit implementation to the 
availability of amounts appropriated for that specific purpose.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 6, 2023.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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