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As of January 26, 2024

Title:  An act relating to deterring robberies from cannabis retail establishments.

Brief Description:  Deterring robberies from cannabis retail establishments.

Sponsors:  Senators McCune, Keiser and Padden.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Law & Justice: 1/29/24.

Brief Summary of Bill

Creates a 12-month sentence enhancement for individuals convicted of 
robbery in the first or second degree of a cannabis retail outlet.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE

Staff: Joe McKittrick (786-7287)

Background:  Retail Cannabis. In 2012, Washington voters approved Initiative 502 which 
removed criminal and civil penalties for the use and possession of a limited amount of 
cannabis by a person 21 years old or older. Though the law does not allow for personal 
cultivation of cannabis, it does allow for business, regulated by the Washington State 
Liquor and Cannabis Board, to sell cannabis and cannabis infused products to the adult 
public. In 2023, the Liquor and Cannabis Board reported there are 476 licensed cannabis 
retailers throughout Washington. Due to federal banking regulations, these retailers are 
required to conduct transactions only in cash, making cannabis retail stores attractive targets 
for crime.
 
Crimes Related to Retail Cannabis Outlets. A person commits the crime of robbery in the 
second degree, a class B felony, if the person unlawfully takes personal property from the 
person of another or in their presence against their will by the use or threatened use of 
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immediate force, violence, or fear of injury to that person or their property or the person or 
property of another. If, in the commission of the robbery or in the process of fleeing the 
robbery, the person is armed with a deadly weapon, displays what appears to be a deadly 
weapon, or inflicts bodily injury, the crime is elevated to robbery in the first degree. A 
person with no relevant criminal history would face a standard sentencing range of three to 
nine months in prison if convicted of robbery in second degree and 31 to 41 months if 
convicted of robbery in the first degree. If it is plead and proven that the person committed a 
robbery of a pharmacy, an additional 12 months must be added to the sentence.

Summary of Bill:  A 12-month sentence enhancement is created for individuals convicted 
of robbery in the first or second degree of a cannabis retail outlet. For the enhancement to 
apply, it must be plead and proven that the cannabis retail outlet is licensed according to 
state law and an individual used a vehicle to damage or gain access to the retail outlet, or 
the individual committed the robbery in concert with one or more other persons.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 26th, 2024.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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