
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6148

As of January 24, 2024

Title:  An act relating to establishing maternal and perinatal quality of care metrics for 
Washingtonians on medicaid.

Brief Description:  Establishing maternal and perinatal quality of care metrics for 
Washingtonians on medicaid.

Sponsors:  Senators Rivers, Braun, Dozier, Frame, Hasegawa and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Health & Long Term Care: 1/25/24.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the Health Care Authority (HCA) to collect and report data on 
the maternity core set quality measures related to maternal and perinatal 
health beginning January 1, 2025.

•

Requires HCA to publish the report on its website with the comparative 
data and analysis by June 30, 2026. 

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & LONG TERM CARE

Staff: Julie Tran (786-7283)

Background:  The Health Care Authority (HCA) administers Washington's Apple Health 
program providing medical assistance primarily through Medicaid. Apple Health offers 
eligible families, children under age 19, low-income adults, certain disabled individuals, 
and pregnant individuals a complete medical benefits package. 
  
Apple Health provides coverage to pregnant individuals and postpartum persons with 
countable income at or below 193 percent of the federal poverty level, regardless of 
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citizenship or immigration status.  Once an individual is enrolled in Apple Health coverage 
and is pregnant, the coverage automatically transitions to After-Pregnancy Coverage (APC) 
once the pregnancy ends. Individuals receive this postpartum coverage regardless of any 
income changes and how the pregnancy ends. 
 
Maternity Core Set. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) identified a 
core set of nine measures for reporting by state Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) which is identified as the Maternity Core Set, and it is used by CMS to 
measure and evaluate progress toward improvement of maternal and perinatal health in 
Medicaid and CHIP.
 
The Maternity Core Set consists of six measures from the Child Core Set and three 
measures from the Adult Core Set. Beginning in 2024, states are required to collect and 
report on the six maternal and perinatal health measures included in the Child Core Set. The 
Maternity Core Set measures are: 
  
Child Core Set: 
   • live births weighing less than 2500 grams; 
   • well-child visits in the first 30 months of life; 
   • prenatal and postpartum care—under age 21; 
   • contraceptive care—postpartum women ages 15 to 20; 
   • contraceptive care—all  women ages 15 to 20; and 
   • low-risk cesarean delivery.
 
Adult Core Set:  
   • prenatal and postpartum care—age 21 and older; 
   • contraceptive care—postpartum women ages 21 to 44; and 
   • contraceptive care—all women ages 21 to 44.

Summary of Bill:  Beginning January 1, 2025, HCA must collect data and report on all of 
the quality measures related to maternal and perinatal health that are identified by CMS as 
the Maternity Core Set. 
 
By June 30, 2026, and annually thereafter, HCA must publish the collected data, provide 
comparative data to the previous year detailing any progress made in improving outcomes, 
and provide information detailing any steps taken to improve outcomes. HCA must make 
this report publicly available on its website.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 16, 2024.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.
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Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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