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1279 AMH POLL ALLI 479

HB 1279 - H AMD 248
By Representative Pollet

ADOPTED 03/07/2025

On page 1, after line 4, insert the following:
"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1.  The legislature finds that the Washington 

state attorney general and the attorneys general of 24 other states 
and the District of Columbia have found that online or distance 
education entities pose unique risks to student consumers. These risks 
may harm both students and the taxpayers in students' home states. The 
Washington state attorney general, along with the attorneys general of 
24 other states and the District of Columbia, have urged the national 
council for the state authorization reciprocity agreement to reform 
the standards of state authorization reciprocity agreements. The 
national council for state authorization reciprocity agreements is not 
directly accountable to participating states and has had significant 
potential for conflict of interest. 

According to the joint letter from the offices of the attorneys 
general, the national council for state authorization reciprocity 
agreements' current policies "do not adequately guard against the 
unique risks that arise from distance learning. For instance, NC-
SARA’s policy prohibiting member states from enforcing education-
specific consumer protection laws against out-of-state NC-SARA 
participating schools undermines our Offices’ and other state 
agencies’ ability to protect students in our states. It also creates a 
two-tiered system of protection, in which students attending NC-SARA-
participating schools receive the benefit of fewer consumer protection 
laws than students attending schools based in our state or attending 
schools that do not participate in NC-SARA. This incentivizes NC-SARA 
participating schools to locate in states with weaker education-
specific consumer protection laws, such as financial protections in 
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the event of unanticipated closure, to avoid having to comply with 
more student-protective laws. Our conversations with some of the 
representatives of state entities that enforce NC-SARA rules showed 
that they share this concern."

The legislature finds that Washington has led the western 
interstate commission for higher education to adopt proposed reforms 
to state authorization reciprocity agreements and intends to encourage 
the student achievement council and the western interstate commission 
for higher education to continue this effort through this act.

It is the objective of the legislature to ensure that the state 
authorization reciprocity agreement is reformed to recognize that 
student consumer protections adopted through legislation or rule in 
Washington protect all students residing in Washington through the 
adoption of this act while providing institutions domiciled in 
Washington the benefits of reciprocal approval or authorization to 
offer programs in other states after meeting Washington's rigorous 
review and approval or authorization standards. 

The legislature does not intend for this act to imply that the 
existing legislatively adopted student consumer protections do not 
provide protection to students in Washington while Washington engages 
in efforts to reform the state authorization reciprocity agreement."

Renumber the remaining sections consecutively and correct any 
internal references accordingly.

On page 2, line 18, after "that" insert ", beginning July 1, 
2028," 

On page 3, line 23, after "(3)" insert "(a) If the governing 
council of state authorization reciprocity agreements has not amended 
its bylaws and policies to provide student consumer protections 
equivalent to those established in this act by July 1, 2028, the 
student achievement council shall undertake a review of continuing 
participation in state authorization reciprocity agreements and may 



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

1279 AMH POLL ALLI 479 3 - Official Print

EFFECT:  
 Extends the effective date of certain new student consumer 

protections to July 1, 2028. 
 Requires the Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC) to 

review Washington's continued participation in State 
Authorization Reciprocity Agreements if the governing council 
of State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements does not amend 

initiate alternative arrangements with individual states or groups of 
states. The student achievement council shall determine whether the 
governing council's bylaws and policies provide equivalent 
protections.

(b) By December 31, 2026, the student achievement council shall 
report, in compliance with RCW 43.01.036, to the appropriate 
committees of the legislature on whether the governing council of 
state authorization reciprocity agreements has amended its bylaws and 
policies, or is likely to amend its bylaws and policies, by July 1, 
2028.

(c) If the student achievement council determines that the bylaws 
and policies of state authorization reciprocity agreements do not 
provide for such equivalent student consumer protections, then the 
student achievement council shall establish a process for 
administering interstate reciprocity agreements for distance education 
outside of state authorization reciprocity agreements and for 
facilitating a smooth transition of the administration by July 1, 
2028.

(4)"

On page 6, beginning on line 9, after "(4)" strike all material 
through "by the council" on line 18 and insert "The council shall 
determine the manner by which any non-public, for-profit online 
institution of higher education offering online distance learning and 
serving students in Washington shall prominently disclose students’ 
rights, including how students may contact the council to file a 
complaint, on appropriate websites and in promotional materials 
distributed and made available to students in Washington" 
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its policies and standards to provide protections equivalent to 
those established in this act and allows the WSAC to initiate 
alternative arrangements with individual states or groups of 
states.

  Requires the WSAC to report to the Legislature on whether the 
governing council of State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements 
has or is likely to amend its policies and standards to provide 
equivalent protections. 

 Requires the WSAC to establish a process to administer state 
reciprocity agreements outside of the current State 
Authorization Reciprocity Agreements.

 Provides that only non-public, for-profit online institutions 
are required to disclose certain specified information 
regarding students' rights. 

 Adds intent language.

 

--- END ---


