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SHB 1620 - H AMD 244
By Representative Walsh

WITHDRAWN 03/08/2025

On page 3, line 19, after "(4)" insert "MUTUAL ALLEGATIONS OF
DOMESTIC ABUSE. If both parents present evidence that the other
parent has engaged in acts of domestic abuse, the court shall hold

an evidentiary hearing regarding the allegations. If the court makes

a finding that both parents have engaged in acts of domestic abuse,

the court shall assess and make findings regarding the following

factors to assist in determining the parent that poses the lesser

risk to the child and is less likely to commit acts of domestic

abuse in the future:

(a) The nature and effects of the abuse on either parent,

including whether either party has engaged in coercive control;

(b) Whether any physical act was In response to domestic abuse

by the other parent;

(c) The impact of the domestic abuse on parenting behaviors and

attributes;

(d) The effect on the child of the domestic abuse perpetrated by

each parent; and

(e) The 1likelihood of future acts of domestic abuse being

perpetrated by either parent based on that parent"s history.

)"

Renumber the remaining subsections consecutively and correct any

internal references accordingly.

EFFECT: Requires the court in cases where there are mutual
allegations of domestic abuse to hold an evidentiary hearing.
Provides that if the court finds both parents have engaged in abuse,
the court must determine which parent poses the lesser risk to the
child and i1s less likely to commit acts of domestic abuse in the
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future by assessing and making findings regarding specified factors,
including: The nature and effects of the abuse on eilther parent;
whether any physical act was iIn response to domestic abuse by the
other parent; the impact of the domestic abuse on the child and on
parenting behaviors and attributes; and the likelihood of future
acts of domestic abuse by either parent based on the history.

——— END --—-
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