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1620-S AMH WALJ ADAM 210

SHB 1620 - H AMD 241
By Representative Walsh

WITHDRAWN 03/08/2025

On page 1, beginning on line 10, after "PURPOSE."™ strike all
material through ™"act”™ on line 16 and 1iInsert ™"Understanding the

effects of domestic violence and child abuse on all members of a

family is crucial to discerning the best interest of a child iIn cases

with evidence of such abuse. The determination of a child"s best

interest in these cases requires that existing best interest factors

be evaluated in light of the domestic violence or child abuse and

requires consideration of the additional factors in this section. This

section sets forth the analysis and findings a court shall undertake

if domestic violence or child abuse is present or alleged at any time

during the case, based on the preponderance of the evidence, in a case

in which child custody and parenting time between the parents iIs at

issue"

EFFECT: Strikes language describing the purpose of the statute,
which provides that parents are responsible for protecting and
preserving the health and well-being of their children and when a
parent acts contrary to those interests or engages in conduct that
creates an unreasonable risk of harm to a child, the court may, and
In some cases must Impose limitations to protect the child.

Provides instead that understanding the effects of domestic violence
and child abuse on all family members is crucial to discerning the
best interest of a child, and the determination of a child"s best
interest In these cases requires that best interest factors be
evaluated 1n light of the domestic violence or child abuse
considering certain factors. Specifies that the section provides the
analysis and findings a court must undertake 1f domestic violence or
child abuse is present or alleged at any time during the case In a
case in which child custody and parenting time between the parents
IS at iIssue.
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