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1620-S AMH WALJ ADAM 221

SHB 1620 - H AMD 326
By Representative Walsh

WITHDRAWN 03/08/2025

On page 16, beginning on line 11, after "(c)" strike all material 
through "changes" on line 26 and insert "In determining whether the 
parent who has engaged in abuse has rebutted a statutory presumption 
against residential time, the court shall consider and make express 
written findings on all of the following factors:

(i) The nature and context of the domestic violence involving the 
parents, parenting behaviors and attributes, and the effects of the 
abuse on the child's well-being;

(ii) Any current risk posed by the parent to the well-being of the 
child or other parent;

(iii) Whether the parent who engaged in domestic abuse has 
demonstrated that they can and will prioritize the child's well-being;

(iv) Whether the parent has adhered to and is likely to adhere to 
court orders;

(v) Whether the parent who is abusive has genuinely acknowledged 
past harm and is committed to avoiding harm in the future and has made 
the necessary changes; and

(vi) A parent's compliance with any previously court-ordered 
treatment. A parent's compliance with the requirements for 
participation in a treatment program does not, by itself, constitute 
evidence that the parent has made the requisite changes.

(d) Regardless of whether the domestic violence presumption 
against residential time is rebutted, the court shall consider the 
best interest of the child factors as outlined in RCW 26.09.187 before 
making decisions related to custody and parenting time.
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EFFECT:  Requires a court when determining whether to not impose 
required limitations to consider and make specific findings relating 
to the following additional factors: the nature and context of the 
domestic violence involving the parents, parenting behaviors and 
attributes, effects of the abuse on the child's well-being; and 
whether the parent who is abusive has made necessary changes.

Requires a court to consider the best interests of the child 
factors before making decisions related to custody and parenting 
time. Provides that if the court grants residential time to an 
abusive parent, the court must make specific written findings on 
the record regarding the factors that rebut the presumption and how 
the order will promote the child's well-being and protect the other 
parent from harm.

 

(e) Requirement For Specific Findings On The Record. If a court 
grants parenting time to a parent who engaged in domestic abuse, the 
court shall make specific written findings on the record that detail:

(i) The factors that rebut the domestic violence presumption and 
therefore allow for the parenting time;

(ii) How the order will promote the child's well-being; and
(iii) How the order will protect the other parent from harm posed 

by the parent who is abusive"

--- END ---


