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1620-S AMH WALJ ADAM 222

SHB 1620 - H AMD 327
By Representative Walsh

WITHDRAWN 03/08/2025

On page 17, line 36, after "(a)" strike "There is a rebuttable
presumption that a" and insert "A"

On page 17, beginning on line 38, after '"child.” strike "Unless
the parent rebuts this presumption, the"™ and insert "The"

On page 18, beginning on line 6, after 'abused" strike all
material through "contact” on line 9 and insert "any child of the
parents

On page 18, beginning on Hline 29, after 'person"” strike all
material through "jurisdiction'™ on page 21, line 12 and insert "and a
neutral professional appointed by the court expresses an opinion
relating to abuse, trauma, or the behavior of victims and perpetrators
of abuse and trauma. The professional must demonstrate expertise and
substantial direct experience working with victims of domestic
violence or child abuse, including child sexual abuse, that is not
primarily forensic iIn nature.

(4) REBUTTING THE PRESUMPTION OF NO CONTACT WHEN A PARENT
RESIDES WITH OFFENDING PERSON.

(a) The presumption established in subsection (3)(a) of this
section may be rebutted only after express written findings based on
clear and convincing evidence that if the child was not the victim
of the sex offense committed by the person who is residing with the
parent requesting residential time, (i) contact between the child
and the parent residing with the convicted or adjudicated person is
appropriate and that parent is able to protect the child in the
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presence of the convicted or adjudicated person, and (ii) the
convicted or adjudicated person has provided documentation that they
have successfully completed treatment for sex offenders or are
engaged in and making progress in such treatment, iIf any was ordered
by a court.

(b) Contact If Presumption Rebutted.

(i) IT the court finds that the parent has met the burden of
rebutting the presumption under (a) of this subsection, the court
may allow a parent residing with a person who has been convicted of
a sex offense against a child or adjudicated of a juvenile sex
offense with a child at least eight years younger to have
residential time with the child in the presence of that person,
supervised by a neutral and independent adult and pursuant to an
adequate plan for supervision of such residential time. The
supervisor may be the parent if the court finds, based on the
evidence, that the parent is willing and capable of protecting the
child from harm. The court shall revoke court approval of the
supervisor, including the parent, upon finding, based on the
evidence, that the supervisor has failed to protect the child or is
no longer willing or capable of protecting the child;

(i1) A court shall not order unsupervised contact between the
offending parent and a child of the offending parent who was
sexually abused by that parent.

(5) RESTRICTED DECISION MAKING AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION. The
parenting plan shall not require mutual decision making or
designation of a dispute resolution process other than court action
if it is found that a parent has been convicted as an adult of a sex
offense against any child in this or any other jurisdiction, has
been found to be a sexually violent predator under chapter 71.09 RCW
or under an analogous statute of any other jurisdiction, or has been
found by a preponderance of the evidence iIn a dependency or family
law action, including in the current case, to have sexually abused

any child of the parents”
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EFFECT: Removes the presumption of no contact with the child
where a parent has been convicted as an adult of a sex offense
against any child or been found to have sexually abused that child,
and removes standards for rebutting the presumption and allowing
supervised contact. Provides instead that a court must restrain a
parent from all contact with a child if the parent has been
convicted as an adult of a sex offense against any child or been
found by a preponderance of the evidence in a dependency or family
law action to have sexually abused any child of the parents.

Adds an additional requirement for a court to allow a parent to
have contact with a child in the presence of a person with whom the
parent resides who has been found in a dependency or family law
action to have sexually abused a child. Requires that a neutral
professional appointed by the court express an opinion relating to
abuse, trauma, or the behavior of victims and perpetrators of abuse
and trauma. Provides that this professional must demonstrate
expertise and substantial direct experience working with victims of
domestic violence or child abuse that is not primarily forensic in
nature.

Removes provisions that establish standards for rebutting the
presumption that applies when a parent resides with a person
convicted of a sex offense where the child was the victim of the
offense.

Removes provisions that allow a court to order unsupervised contact
between an offending parent and a child who was not sexually abused
by the parent after supervised residential time has occurred for
two years with no further arrests or convictions of sex offenses
involving children.

Prohibits mutual decision-making or dispute resolution other than
court action if a parent has been found by a preponderance of the

evidence in a dependency or family law action to have sexually
abused any child of the parents.

——— END --—-
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