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By Senator Alvarado

ADOPTED 02/06/2026

On page 2, beginning on line 8, after "(i)" strike all material

through "RCW;" on line 9 and insert "The hospital has not completed

any reqguired charity care screening and initial determination

conducted in compliance with chapter 70.170 RCW"

On page 2, 1line 12, after "is" 1insert "later determined by a

court of competent jurisdiction or by operation of law to be"

On page 2, line 12, after "enforceable" insert ".

(c) TIf a medical debt 1is later reduced or eliminated under

chapter 70.170 RCW, or 1is 1later determined to be invalid, not

lawfully owed, or not legally enforceable, any interest charged or

collected on or after the effective date of this section on the

portion of the medical debt reduced or eliminated is void and must be

refunded"

EFFECT: ¢ Clarifies requirements for not charging or collecting
interest on medical debt related to charity care screening and
determination.

* Clarifies when medical debt is not legally enforceable as later
determined by a court or by operation of law.

* Requires that interest collected which is invalid, not lawfully
owed, or not legally enforceable, must be refunded.

--- END ---
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