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Brief Description: Addressing child exposure to violence.

Sponsors. Representatives Goodman, Eslick, Reed, Fey, Davis and L ekanoff.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Expands the scope of children's advocacy centersto include addressing
the needs of children exposed to violence.

 Allows child forensic interview recordings of closed cases to be used as
part of a structured and confidential peer review.

Hearing Date: 1/21/25
Staff: Luke Wickham (786-7146).
Background:

Children's Advocacy Centers.

Children's advocacy centers (CACs) are child-focused facilities that coordinate a
multidisciplinary response for the investigation, prosecution, and treatment of sexual and other
types of child abuse. The CACs provide alocation for forensic interviews and coordinate access
to services such as medical evaluations, advocacy, therapy, and case review by multidisciplinary
teams.

A child forensic interview is a developmentally sensitive and legally sound method of gathering
factual information regarding allegations of child abuse, child neglect, or exposure to violence.
The interview is conducted by a competently trained, neutral professional using techniques
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informed by research and best practice as part of alarger investigative process.

Each agency involved in investigating child sexua abuse, online sexual exploitation, and
commercia sexua exploitation of minors, as well asinvestigations of child fatality, child
physical abuse, and criminal child neglect cases, must document their role in handling those
cases and how they coordinate with other local agencies or systems and must adopt a local
protocol based on statewide guidelines. The Department of Children, Y outh, and Families and
local law enforcement may include other agencies and systems that are involved with child
sexual abuse victimsin the multidisciplinary coordination.

Each county must adopt a written protocol for handling investigations of criminal child sexual
abuse, online sexual exploitation and commercial sexual exploitation of minors, and child
fatality, child physical abuse, and criminal child neglect cases. The protocol must address the
coordination of criminal investigations among multidisciplinary child protection team members,
identified as representatives from the prosecutor’s office, law enforcement, children's protective
services, CACswhere available, local advocacy groups, community sexual assault programs,
licensed physical and mental health practitioners that are involved with child sexual abuse
victims, and any other local agency involved in such criminal investigations. The protocol must
be devel oped by the prosecuting attorney with the assistance of the agencies.

Summary of Bill:

Definitions.

The definition of "child forensic interview" is modified to mean a developmentally sensitive,
legally sound, culturally responsive, fact-finding interview of achild that is part of the
multidisciplinary team response in child abuse investigations for the purpose of €liciting a child's
unique information when there are concerns of possible abuse or when the child has been
exposed to violence against another person. Child forensic interviews are conducted in a
supportive and nonleading manner by a professional with specialized training in a research-based
forensic interview model for conducting child forensic interviews, ideally conducted in a neutral
location such as a child advocacy center (CAC).

The definition of "children's advocacy center” is modified to mean a child-focused, trauma-
informed, facility-based program that provides a safe, neutral location for child forensic
interviews, facilitates a coordinated and comprehensive approach to addressing the needs of
children traumatized by abuse and those who have witnessed, or been exposed to violence,
follows national accreditation standards, and isin good standing with the Children's Advocacy
Center of Washington. The CACs support a coordinated multidisciplinary response to
allegations of abuse that promotes efficient interagency communication and information sharing,
ongoing collaboration of key individuals, and a network of support for children and families.

The term "Children's Advocacy Centers of Washington™ is defined to mean a membership

organization and state chapter of the National Children's Alliance whose primary purpose is to
support the development and sustainability of CACs and multidisciplinary child protection

House Bill Analysis -2- HB 1028



teams.

Peer Review.

Child forensic interview recordings of closed cases may be used as part of a structured and
confidential peer review, if hosted by an accredited or developing CAC or the Children's
Advocacy Centers of Washington. Any information reviewed during the peer review process
must remain confidential and must not be disclosed unless authorized under law.

The hosting organization's policies regarding interview selection criteria and parent, guardian, or
caregiver consent must be followed.

All participantsin the peer review must sign a confidentiality agreement that:
* prohibits verbal or written disclosure of any information; and
* requires disclosure of any acquaintance with anyone associated with the case before
attending a peer review session.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 14, 2025.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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