
HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 1101

As Reported by House Committee On:
Community Safety

Title:  An act relating to vehicular homicide offenses.

Brief Description:  Concerning vehicular homicide offenses.

Sponsors:  Representatives Jacobsen and Klicker.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Community Safety: 1/21/25, 1/30/25 [DPS].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Designates Vehicular Homicide as a violent offense regardless of which 
statutorily enumerated circumstance applies to the commission of the 
offense.

•

Excludes Vehicular Homicide involving disregard for the safety of 
others from the statutory list of most serious offenses. 

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY SAFETY

Majority Report: The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass.
Signed by 9 members: Representatives Goodman, Chair; Simmons, Vice Chair; Graham, 
Ranking Minority Member; Griffey, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Burnett, Davis, 
Farivar, Fosse and Obras.

Staff: Corey Patton (786-7388).

Background:

A driver of a motor vehicle commits Vehicular Homicide if the death of any person ensues 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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within three years as a proximate result of injury proximately caused by the driver's 
operation of the motor vehicle under any of the following three enumerated circumstances:

 while under the influence of an intoxicating liquor or any drug;•
 in a reckless manner; or•
 with disregard for the safety of others.•

 
Vehicular Homicide is a class A felony ranked at either seriousness level XI or VII, 
depending on which of the three enumerated circumstances applies.
 
Under state law, felony offenses are categorized as either violent or nonviolent.  A felony 
offense may also be designated as a most serious offense (sometimes referred to as a "strike 
offense").  If a person is convicted of a most serious offense and has at least two prior and 
separate convictions for most serious offenses, the person is considered a persistent offender 
and must be sentenced to life in prison.  Any class A felony is categorically both a violent 
offense and a most serious offense.  Additionally, Vehicular Homicide is specifically 
designated by statute as both a violent offense and a most serious offense if committed 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug, or in a reckless manner.  

Summary of Substitute Bill:

Vehicular Homicide is specifically designated as a violent offense regardless of which 
statutorily enumerated circumstance applies to the commission of the offense.  Vehicular 
Homicide proximately caused by the operation of any vehicle with disregard for the safety 
of others is excluded from the statutory list of most serious offenses.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill:

The substitute bill:  (1) adds an intent section, which provides that the Legislature's intent is 
to designate Vehicular Homicide committed under any circumstances as a violent offense; 
and (2) excludes Vehicular Homicide proximately caused by the operation of any vehicle 
with disregard for the safety of others from the statutory list of most serious offenses.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date of Substitute Bill:  The bill contains multiple effective dates. Please see the 
bill.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
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(In support) The purpose of this bill is to ensure that Vehicular Homicide involving 
disregard for the safety of others is not eligible for a first-time offender waiver (FTOW).  
There were 95 convictions in the state for Vehicular Homicide involving disregard for the 
safety of others across the last three years, and 10 such convictions were eligible for an 
FTOW.  These crimes should be sanctioned appropriately.
 
This is a cleanup bill.  When the crime of Vehicular Homicide was first iterated, it was 
originally a class B felony.  When the Legislature later elevated Vehicular Homicide to a 
class A felony, certain statutory references were not updated accordingly with regard to its 
designation as a violent offense.  There is no reason for somebody who kills another person 
with gross criminal negligence to receive an FTOW.  Designating a crime as a violent 
offense allows for 18 months of community custody, which is needed for Vehicular 
Homicide.
 
(Opposed) This bill would turn a negligence-based offense into a strike offense.  The three 
strikes law should be repealed because it is deeply racist, having been disproportionately 
imposed on people of color.  A person who commits Vehicular Homicide involving 
disregard for the safety of others is still held accountable with a serious felony conviction.  
However, such a person was only acting with an aggravated form of negligence, rather than 
intentionally or recklessly.

Persons Testifying:  (In support) Representative Cyndy Jacobsen, prime sponsor; and Amy 
Freedheim, Senior Deputy Prosecutor King County - Felony Traffic.

(Opposed) Jason Lantz, Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and 
Washington Defender Association.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  Linda Thompson.

HB 1101- 3 -House Bill Report


