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Brief Description: Removing the city residency requirement for judges pro temporein
municipalities with a population of more than 400,000 inhabitants.

Sponsors:. Representatives Farivar, Davis, Berry, Reed, Macri, Bergquist, Scott, Ryu,
Fitzgibbon, Taylor, Obras, Gregerson, Street, Ormsby and Hill.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Removes city residency requirement for judges pro tempore in municipal
courtsin cities with a popul ation greater than 400,000 inhabitants.

Hearing Date: 1/17/25
Staff: Eric Lopez (786-7290) and Y elena Baker (786-7301).
Background:

Municipal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction that hear cases involving violations of city
ordinances. Municipal courtsin cities with a population of more than 400,000 are organized
under a different chapter than municipal courtsin cities with a population of 400,000 or less.

In al cities, the presiding municipal court judge is authorized to appoint judges pro tempore
when necessary, including in the absence of the duly appointed or elected judges of the court or
in addition to the duly appointed or elected judges when the administration of justice makes it
necessary. While serving as judge of the court, a judge pro tempore has al the powers of duly
appointed or elected judges.

A judge pro tempore must meet the qualifications of a duly appointed or elected judge, which
includes being a citizen of the United States and of the State of Washington, and an attorney
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admitted to practice law before the courts of record of the State of Washington. In acity of
400,000 inhabitants or less, ajudge pro tempore is not required to be aresident of the city or
county where the municipal court islocated. In acity of more than 400,000 inhabitants, the
presiding municipal court judge must appoint judges pro tempore from attorneys residing in the
city.

Summary of Bill:

For municipal courtsin cities over 400,000, the requirement that a judge pro tempore must reside
in the city in which the court islocated is removed. The requirement that ajudge pro tempore
must be an elector of the State of Washington and an attorney admitted to practice law in the
State of Washington is retained.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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