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Brief Description: Concerning the respiratory care interstate compact.

Sponsors. Representatives Leavitt, Y barra, Schmidt, Ryu, Reed, Macri, Doglio, Simmons,
Ormsby and Hill.

Brief Summary of Bill
» Enactsthe Respiratory Care Interstate Compact.

Hearing Date: 1/15/25

Staff: Elizabeth Allison (786-7129).

Background:

Respiratory Care Practitioners.

A respiratory care practitioner is a person employed in the treatment, management, diagnostic

testing, rehabilitation, disease prevention, and care of patients with deficiencies and
abnormalities which affect the cardiopulmonary system, including the lungs and heart.

To belicensed as arespiratory care practitioner, an applicant must meet the following
reguirements:
» graduate from a school approved by the Secretary of Health (Secretary) or successful
completion of aternate training established by the Secretary;
 for licensesissued prior to July 1, 2022, successful completion of an examination
administered by the Secretary;
« for licensesissued on or after July 1, 2022, successful completion of both an examination
and aclinical simulation examination administered or approved by the Secretary;
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* successful completion of any experience requirement established by the Secretary; and
» good moral character.

Summary of Bill:

Compact Establishment.
The Respiratory Care Practitioner Compact (Compact) is established, which allows licensed

respiratory care practitionersto practice across state lines in Compact states under a Compact
privilege.

Compact Commission.

The Compact is administered by a Compact commission (Commission), which isajoint
government agency whose membership consists of all member states that have enacted the
Compact. Membership of the Commission consists of one commissioner selected by each
participating state. The commissioner must be an administrator of the member state's respiratory
therapy licensing authority or their designated staff.

Duties of the Commission include:
* establishing bylaws;
* establishing the fiscal year of the Commission;
establishing rules,
maintaining its financial records;
taking actions consistent with the Compact's bylaws; and
initiating and conducting legal proceedings on behalf of the Commission.

The Commission must establish an executive committee composed of up to nine members. The
executive committee's duties include recommending changes to rules or bylaws, preparing and
recommending a budget, monitoring Compact compliance, and other duties provided in the
bylaws.

The Commission and executive committee must meet at least once every year. With limited
exceptions, all meetings of the Commission and executive committee are open to the

public. Notice shall be provided on the Commission's website at least 30 days prior to the
meeting. The Commission must keep minutes of its meetings. The Commission may close
meetings to the public to discuss certain matters, including noncompliance by participating
states, employment matters, litigation, disclosure of trade secrets, law enforcement investigative
records, and matters specifically exempt from disclosure by federal or state law.

The Commission may levy an annual assessment on Compact states and levy fees on licensees to
cover the costs of operations and activities.

Other Compact provisions relating to the Commission include provisions relating to:

* financing the Commission; and
 qualified immunity, defense, and indemnification of Commission members.
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Data System.

The Commission must establish a coordinated data and reporting system containing licensure,
adverse action, and the presence of significant investigative information. Participating states
must submit a uniform data set to the data system. Participating states may designate
information that may not be shared without the states' permission. Any information that is
subsequently required to be expunged by the laws of a participating state must be removed from
the system.

State Membership Requirements.
To be eigible for Compact membership, a state must:
* enact the Compact;
* licenserespiratory care practitioners;
* participate in the Commission's data system;
* have amechanism in place for receiving and investigating complaints against licensees
and license applicants;
* notify the Commission of any significant investigative information regarding alicensee, a
Compact privilege holder, or license applicants,
» comply with the rules of the Commission;
 grant the Compact privilege to a holder of a qualifying license in a participating state; and
» complete acriminal background check for each new licensee at the time of licensure.

Compact Privilege Requirements.
To exercise the Compact privilege, alicensee must:
* hold an active home state license as arespiratory care practitioner;
* hold an active credential from the National Board for Respiratory Care,
* have not had an adverse action against a license within the previous two years;
* notify the Commission that the licensee is seeking the Compact privilege within aremote
state;
* pay any applicable fees;
» meet any jurisprudence requirements established by the remote state;
* report to the Commission adverse action taken by a nonmember state within 30 days from
the date the adverse action was taken,
* report to the Commission the address of the licensee's home residence; and
* consent to accept service of process by mail at the licensee's home residence with respect
to any action brought against the licensee by the Commission or a member state.

Adverse Action.

A member state in which alicensee is licensed has authority to impose adverse action against a
license issued by that member state. A member state may take adverse action based on
significant investigative information of aremote state or the home state, provided that the
member state follows its own procedures for imposing adverse action. A remote state may take
adverse action against a licensee's Compact privilege in that state. States may participate in joint
investigations.
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Oversight, Dispute Resolution, and Enforcement.

The executive and judicial branches of the participating states must enforce the Compact. If the
Commission determines a state is in default, it must provide written notice to that state and
provide it with remedial training and specific technical assistance regarding the default. If a state
failsto cure the default, and after all other means of securing compliance have been exhausted, a
defaulting state may be terminated from the Compact through a vote of the majority of
Commission members.

Joining and Withdrawing.

The Compact comes into effect on the date when the seventh state joins. States that enact the
Compact before the Compact comes into effect are subject to review after the effective date of
the Compact. A state may withdraw from the Compact by repealing its enacting statute, but the
withdrawal is not effective until 180 days after the statute's repeal.

Severability.

State laws in conflict with the Compact are superseded to the extent of the Compact. The
Compact does not prevent the enforcement of any other law of a participating state that is not
inconsistent with the Compact. Permissible agreements between the Commission and the
participating states are binding. If the Compact conflicts with the constitution of a participating
state, the Compact is ineffective to the extent of that conflict. If the constitutional provision in
guestion isamaterial departure from the Compact, the state may be terminated from the
Compact.

Active Military Members and Their Spouses.

An active military member or their spouse must designate a home state where the individual has
acurrent license in good standing. An active military member and their spouse must not be
required to pay any fee to the Commission for a Compact privilege. A remote state may choose
to charge areduced fee or no fee to an active military member and their spouse if the remote
state charges afee for a Compact privilege.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 13, 2025.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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